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[From *“ La Belle Assembice.” ]

GERTRUDE, OR THE CIAPI
WIN KELREID.

The sun of the 9th Sept., 1678,

had risen mild and radiant upon

the s ow-capped mountaias, which

the i tle
of the thrce

i

forest siates

1307. The beautiful meadows of
the valley glittered with dew, a
halmy breez played ameong the

1

old walnut trees, that oveu'aiz:-mm'.jt
ed Stantz, the priocipal viilage of
the canton, and to compiete ths
smiling rural scene, on this day
Maitre Kerne, one of the riz est
descendants of St. Nicholas de
IFiue, celehrated the marriage of
his darlirg daughter, the youn
and lovely Gertrude.
From one of the handsomest
laughter were head mingling with
the distant noises from th mum
tains, and the first merry srund of
the village bells.
fiung with flowers, several young
girls were gaily engaged in adorniug
the bride, and tvr nately sang,
idughﬂu tatked, and foreibly held
the door, to preveut the ent
ot the young villagers,
secking the fﬂ‘,:\:.u‘, wliose loilet
at leu'*t: completed,

rance
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i going a
| ancient

: anvibilated by force and intrigue, |

oung giri,
rland was
mournfal ch:

Helvetic ot

Hwitze

ieratio

| had given place to & new con-
| federation, founded upon the mo lel
like a colussal Boulevard environs |

{ 4
wiica

efficted the famous revoiution of |

L ed

uton of Unterwald, one|

of the government then establish-
France. The armies of the
French Directory called by some
.‘:Gpll lican cantons, had invade
all the western parts of llecive
!*n"a::?mems had taken place
icerne, and in the ce
borders of the smaile
(who had
new :‘;sz.ttmu.)) were now
scheme ofaction. Tle Frenc
roons were sent by the | ieive IC
l)lw'zm"', under the
Gen. Si

«i towards Unterwald ; three

| successful attacks had taken place,
houses of Stantz peals of joyous|
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irom amon«m her companions and |

opened the door. The first who
preseu!eJ himsclf, his countenance
beaming with Dbappiness, was
(J‘J’OS’QC\ her the
m!rugiid chamois huuter
whoie country. Gertrude
him her hand, whilst her
sought those of her lover with ao
expression of anxious enquiry, hut
the latter whoily occupied in ad-
miring the gay costume that so
enhanced the beauty of his bride,
did not perceive the singularity of
Gertrude’s manaer, but drawing
her aside, he expresse
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of the | Geor ge supj norting the steps of i
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the enemy had retreated, and with |
the idea that they were i
| repulsed, the mountaineers

| have already

as

seen, had resumed

thelr ’L:: toils and
in truth, no one who beheld

pure and serene, sky, and

thie day, could auticipate that it
uld be aught than one of rejoicing
The church was
flowers, the organ

a solewbn straiw,
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toe priest siood beiore the aitel

! the bridal train advanced gaily
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again the feeli nOa of jov and hap-|

piness which r.mmated bim.—-
Gertrude appeared for some mo-

| Gertrude

ments to-lend an atteative ear, but !
the slight flush which from time

10 time suffused her pale cheek,
betrayed a secret agitation. -

Y ielding suddeniy to her i increasing |

Pmetv, as she listened breath-
essly to a lo.d report, prolonged
by the distant echoes, she interrupt-
ed her betrothed,

" Georue, George, what noise
is this ? One would think it a
cannon shct.
valley **

These words recalled the youth
to otter and more sorrowful
thoughts, his countenance became
sad, as steadfastlv regarding his
lovely bride for‘é moment, he
replied.

¢ Thou art pale, (:ertrudo, thou
hast been weeping.”

“ Q’er our unhappy country,

Is all :quiet 1n the!

upon us,

|
{

| tion, as she

fanpeared

vill:ge fiddler leading the way
the spirit-stirrin2 Ranz des vach
of Unterwald, “and the E:apgw

companion, and breathing
her ear words of hope and hap-
piness. Gertrude hstened, her

eyes turned on with him an ex-

pre sion of melanchoiy and uneasi- |
she could no longer suc- |

ness, but
ceed in calming her inward
reporis continu
) nearer. By
the nuptial cortege had
church. the finances
before the

1
kneeling
vith a look

’().;‘1!!(.;.

were
ng altai
OF
exclaimed.

Hark ! bark ! the enemy are
we are lost 1”7’

Alas ! it was but too trie, there
could no longer be any doubt, and
the 2,000 hunters of Unterwald
would have te contend with 15,000
veteran troops, who had ianded
suddenly 1n the harbor of Stantze
stadt. A peasant who, on the
first alarm, had rushed to the
steeple, increased their consterna-
tion by ecrying. ¢ To arms! to
arms ! Stanzstadt is in flames ! the
enemy have forced the mountain
passes, and are already in the

towm.”

A sharp firing which just then
commenced, alimost under the
windows ot the church, most cru-
elly confirmed this information,
The besiegers gained ground every

hitherto ob- |
e . i : !
refused to acknowicdge

command of !
hauenbuorg and had advanc- | |
un- |
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were soate

shower of
1arble altar,
g ned the - the enurci
to think of ﬁ’mt
companions were hurrying
away, wh en (George entered,
cl ') hes disordered, his face . covered
Wit and a s: ‘
theew hi

3

Bis

i .'i )\Jx 3
.lt'.

el

: ‘ «$
3 ¥

i3 1OBL
~n romatnad ,«..s.«'. !
ite 1 G2 jaliiear ol

va betore the altar ; George ap- ¢

ached and raised his head,
calm, but pale, and he bared
reast of the old man,
there was a large
which the life-blood flowed !
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haste, iarge drops bathed his
head.
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is attacked, he cried,
‘ the chaj of Q?. jues stiil
. out. but that of Wickelreid
ch filled with ammunition,
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sfend 1t,”’ said
young girls
with her.—
she, throwing
38010, “ adieu,
meet again

who Lar_. rem.x.,m{i
«“« Adieu !”’ added
on Genrge’sh
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il explosion shook the |

thfan: | corved b s
{ ana thoughtless

- | never strayed beyond
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from Stantz to

stood formerly a

ipel, with grated loop-

its white walls, and its red
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miovial hoth

eveu F,-:;‘ old Strath

over 3
dragon, aud the noble
which bad signalised the name
Albert de Winkelried, and it now
recalls to every urue Swiss, a
third event which we are about to

relate.

As the mountaineer had stated
the chapel was provided with arms
and ammunition, and morevver
the precaution had been taken of

making numerous stockades in the
vicinity, and 1mmense fragments
of rock rolled into the road, so as
to impede the apprea h. The
post was therefore tenable, and
Gertrude followed by seveutecn
young girls, resolved ou selling
their lives dearly, flattered herself
with being able to resist the troops,
who were advancing by the road

{zertrude’s | 10
her | g:

answered |
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| chapel, 1

and |
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wound from | seives to

a ball |
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had pierced him, the prlest had
| last {
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solalers nere not men to allow ti
be tEn.sr :arded in  their
1 suld onlv
us maru., but they could only
wherezs our heroines
ambuscade, each shot

mish however
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trunks ¢ trees. )
companions was s
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were wounae i
to defend themselves,
longer able to handle
would re -load those’e! their comy
and then at the approach ol v
ling upon their bands anl kneces
Uxe JI‘G!-I"), and there makn

1‘229;:1‘ b’)ti;r‘%,
inevitabla fate.
Gertrude alone, amongst the egi
maidens, was uninjure :d : not

mlv

ca:lx

that she

had shrunk from danger, on tiie contrary,

con«tan"v ens ‘,u"'f"'lg her little troog
she placed them in the most favourabin
pfmtmn while she herself rema .W*
the most exm‘w‘ situations, and it was a
miracle alone which had hitherto pre-
; she was no
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tohe
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mnw* the gay

whose 1dens
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f the ¢
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1eVOiile,
was for a moment
sound of
Stantz. :
her countrymen vict:
»)' r‘\iib'&“(
clearly distinguished the snemy’s colors !
All was 'ost, and Unterwald had ‘e...‘a’.x."
Republic, uone et incivisi
ériends—al!l must have fullen—
ow only to fullow
le. 'The last ot her companious
bidding her adiey,
8 5f’{':"~<. bayonet jn ha
faw pacea from her.
- My God !” cried
hands I commt my scul
a loaded pistol m'f‘ a barrel of gun-
powder, she pulled the trigger—a sudden
glare illuminated the sky, t the earth trem-
bled, aud the distant mountains re-eciioed
the terrible explosion, caused bv
blowing np of the chepel of \‘f’m‘._“
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i The foremost of the soldiers who
| the inanimate forms stretched npr,,u

lrew

pavement, exclaimed, as they ’“
with horrer, ¢ they are woilea.:
smoke had hitherto prehmw thea f
uxsmwms‘u g thesex of their antgge :
their fury gave way to admiration, ana
gladly would they have given the riies of
Sapultuxe to their brave enemies, buk the
drume gave their sigoal to advance, and
they hurried omvards, inwardly anumg
their officers, who haid caused the ‘mase
sacre of such deveted heroines. b
Such is the heroic episode w lcb. the
shepherd of Unterwalden relates to M(_




