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British and French In Smarting New Drive In Picardy
sli; / -------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------—---------------------------------

All The British 
Objectives Gained 
Within Four Hours

—

At Hun’s Throat Early This Morning
On Wide Front

Haig Leading In The Attach
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French Also Speed Onward—Attack A 
Surprise To The Germans But Terrific 
Resistance in Some Places—Tanks 
Across Luce-Avre Valley

tarly Reports Say All Progressing Satis­
factorily—Full Success of Foch’s Plan 
Meàns Menacing Effect on Whole Ger­
man Line From Rheims to Ypres
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Force Way Over in Inftirtid Of 
Shells and Gas

m
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London, Aug. 8—(Picardy battlefront)—According to 
advices received in London, the French and British forces 
which attacked this morning in the Picardy sector have ad­
vanced at some points to a depth of more than three miles.

The attack must have taken the Germans by surprise, as 
the weather has not been such as would generally be chosen 
for the commencement of new operations.

On Monday there was a continuous downpour of rain 
along the Amiens front, but advices stated that the British 
troops were congratulating themselves that the ground 
not as bad as they had experienced in Flanders, where shell 
craters were filled with water and there was no means of 
draining them.

On the French Front in France, Aug. 8—(By the Associated Press, 11 a. 
m.)—The attack is along the front between Albert and Montdidier. Satisfac­
tory progress was made despite strong enemy resistance.

The assault began exactly at dawn along a front of between forty and fifty 
kilometres and a success was scored immediately. The British advanced to­
ward Corlsy-Cailiy, on the south side o f the Somme east of Sailly-Larurette, and 
Marcelcave. The French advanced at the same time in the direction of Domuin 
and Aubericourt.

Along the French front the artillery preparation lasted for forty minutes, 
after which the troops left their trenches with wonderful dash. Before eight 
o'clock considerable progress had been recorded and all the first objectives have 
been attained.

TANKS IN FORE FRONT.
London, Aug. 8—(Canadian Press despatch from Reuter’s Limited)—Franco- 

Brltlsh have crossed the Luce-Av re Valley In the new drive begun against

time to catch their breath AfterGiving the Germans no 
fiieir crushing defeat on the Aisne-Mame front, Marshal Foch 
H,5s launched a fresh blow against them in a new sector.

The attack started at dawn this morning on a wide front 
in Picardv, east and southeast of Amiens. The French first 
irmy and the British fourth army are engaged in this 
offensive, which is under the immediate direction of Field 
Marshal Haig, the British commander-in-chief. Both the 
Paris and London official statements announce the opening 
Df the attack and report; satisfactory progress in its early 
stages.

HEtibBRBUM: “We can make the pile higher.'* 
KjUgKR, “But am we make it hi*h< : *■ ;
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IMPERIAL PREFERENCE NOT 
A MATTER Of PRESENT

CHARGE BIG FOOD 
TRUST; RECOMMEND

new in WIN fUCB OH IEFI
Prieeners Say Germans Expect to 

Keep on Going Back to The 
Aisne—A New Division From 
Flanders Front Identified

GOVERNMENT CONTROL was
Whatever Action Will be Taken 

Will be in Concert With Allies
Washington, Aug. 8—Government ac­

quisition and control of all the principal 
stock yards, cold storage plants and 
warehouses and both refrigerators and 
cattle cars has been recommended by 
the federal trade commission to destroy 
a monopoly which it declares Swift & 
Co, Armour & Co, Morris A Co. Wil­
son A Co, and the Cndahy Packing 
Company exercise not only over, the 
meat of the country, but other necessary 
food supplies.

- WHERE ALLIED LINE WAS BRO KEN.
The field of tile fighting Is tile seen e of the mort pronounced German suc­

cess In this year's series of enemy often styes. It was In the first German blow,
delivered against the British front bet ween Cambrai and La Fere on March With the American Army on the 
21 that the enemy broke into the Allied lines, and was not stopped until he Mame-Aisne Front, Aug. 7—(By the
had rith~* the head of his assaulting columns down to the region of Montdidier. Asosciated Press)—Under an inferno of
He swept over a wide stretch of territory, including the districts the Ger- shrapnel and machine gun Are and cert with its Allies,
man, had devastated in their retreat o £ March, 1917, and established the vast waves of gas the Americans *>rced thdr UtiW Shta. , y* Mi|h Em„
salient that has since stood virtually intact, with Its apex at Montdidier and way over the Vesle River last night and ^d to S{ates would con-
its base roughly extending along the Un e from Albert, near the Somme, on the early this morning, while rain varying ^ the gn^ p.rt 0( the raw mater- 

, „ .. .. at times from a drink to a down-pour ial ot the world, he said, and if It werenorth, to Noyon, on the Obe onttssou thero jde. . .. that drenched the battlefield. necessary to use thilTp&rer against the
The front under attack is not defin itely defined, but it seems probable that . d bav, „B,ned enemy it could be done to advantage

its length is at least twenty miles from t he Somme to south of Montdidier. positions ontoe American left, and the only by a general agreement among the
Marshal Foch’s object in striking h ere may well have been based upon the j0int movement has straightened out the Allies,

idea of breaking up the enemy Une between hfcntdidierand Sofssons before Une from a point west of Basoches to a ^^^wo^tTmade. In the 
the Gasmans had time to stabilise the Soissons-Rheim, front ^Germans lost considerably to ca^ meantime there would be no ted dto-

NEW ALLIED DRIVE NEAR AMIENS. _ , ^ ShTbe^m^ " fiMh
London, Aug, 8-British and Freach troops launched an offensive «at and kjira. I Wflf'

this morning, say, a statement irom FWd Marshal Haig that the Germans expect to continue WHIP 1(191 (U|C HC NMt *
torFrr TuWy reports Indicate that the attack is progressing satisfactorily. their retreat until the bank of the Aisne Hullt) Lui) I UHL U1 Uinta

^British'Wth ^y’tLnto French first army, With the American Array on the AIR RAID LEADERS IN
mR^ ATTACK MONDAY NIGHT

I Fismes late today by additional Am­
erican infantrymen. West of Fisines 
they are breaking up counter-attacks by 
German infantry and are holding their 
ground despite the enemy efforts.

In support of the troops who had 
crossed the river during Tuesday night 
and Wednesday morning a detachment 
of infantry crossed the Vesle under a 
French-American barrage just beforq 

| noon today. Two other detachments 
reached the north bank during the af­
ternoon.

The Germans counter-attacked west of 
FI smes this afternoon, but were scat­
tered by artillery fire. The Americans 
have pushed on under a heavy fire and 
In bitter fighting in which they used 
their bayonets effectively. A few Ger­
mans were taken prisoners, while the 
others retired.

Among the prisoners taken today were 
an officer and several privates from a 
fresh division which has just arrived 
from the German front in Flanders.

French peasants found by American 
soldiers in a cave near Ville Savoie, just 
south -of the Vesle, had been told by the 
Germans that if the Americans discov­
ered them the men would be killed and 
the women mistreated.

The Germans gave the peasants a let­
ter dated Fismes, Aug. 2, addressed to 
French army headquarters and purport­
ing to be signed by “the artillery com­
mander.” The letter said In part:

“We have received the announcements 
from airplanes. Thanks. We are not 
Russians, however.”

A reference to the American troops 
was contained in the letter, which was 
written in French. It said: “Do not 
count on the Americans. They will be 
your masters. Germany has so many 
soldiers that you will never win by force 
of arms. On the other hand Germany 
is ready to make peace with France at 
any time. France is her enemy which 
merits it the most.”

London, Aug. 8—Earl Curzon, gov­
ernment leader to the House of Lords, 
in a speech yesterday said the imperial 
war cabinet had not yet discussed the 
subject of imperial preference. The gov­
ernment would act to tjie matter to con- 

d especially the

HUNDREDS OF DEATHSmm
With the British Army to France, Aug. 8—(By the Associated Press)—In 

their offensive on the front east of Amiens today the British have taken Ha- 
hner Wood, Dodo Wood, and probably have possession of the towns of Mo.-cel- 
cave and Lamotte En-San-Terre,

The line attacked this morning extends roughly from the neighborhood oi 
Morlancourt, about three miles and a half southeast of Albert, to the Avre 
Valley, south of MoreuiL Around Mous ne and Moreuil the German resistance 
was terrific.

Details of the fighting are coming to the rear slowly. “Going fine,” consti- 
the best available information. The British launched their attack to a
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Berne, Aug. 8—The grippe epidemic 

in Switzerland Is subsiding. The last 
official bulletin announces a decrease of 
2,000 cases. Ten per cent of the Swiss 
population suffered from the visitation. 
Of the 15,000 cases in the army, 400 re­
sulted fatally. In Berne there were 
more than 300» deaths among civilians. 
In the canton of Zurich it is estimated 
there still are more than 30,000 cases.

front.
advanced at dawn- ........................... .

Paris, Aug. 8—Franoo-Brttish troops at five D’oie* this morning began an
offensive in the region southeast of Amiens. The attack is developing under

Amsterdam, Aug. 7—Capt. Strasser, 
of Germany’s most successful squad- 
commanders in airplane attacks, and 

the entire crew of the Zeppelin which 
led the attack toward the British east 
coast on Monday night, perished when 
the dirigible was shot down over the 
North Sea. An official communication 
from Berlin says the raiders caused 
heavy damage in bombing attacks, but 
that Strasser and his crew probably met 
with a heroic death.

All the other airships participating in 
the attack are reported to have returned 
without losses or damage.

favorable conditions. one
The attack southeast of Amiens prob­

ably is aimed at weakening if not to 
wipe out, the German position ip 
around Montdidier, where the battle line 
swings to the north. The British troops 
hold a sector south of the Somme which 
joins with the French lines south of 

Late last week the 
withdrew to the east of the

ron

tutes
mist after only three minutes of artillery preparation.

The British attacked over a twelve mile front on both sides of the Somme. 
They gained all their objectives within four hours and have captured a consid­
erable number of prisoners and guns.

SENDS M.P.’S HOME 
IN HOPEFUL MOOD

;

1. IELAND IN QUEBEC;
SERIES OF RECEPTIONSVillers-Bretonneux.

Germans ^ ,
Avre in the region west and northwest 
of Montdidier. Since then the French 
have been gaining ground on the same 
front.

A line from the Somme to the Avre 
and thence south along the river faces 
fairly open country and the region of 
Picardy in front of it is pert of the re­
gion devastated by the Germans in their 
retreat from the Somme in March, 1917. 
A break through in the Montdidier re­
gion would have a menacing effect on 
the German lines from Rheims to Ypres.

An advance by the British to Morcel- 
cave and Lamotte en-San-Terre would 
represent a penetration of approximately 
two miles into the German lines. The 
latter town is about three miles east of 
Villers-Bretonneux, slightly to the east 
of which the former British line ran. 
Morcelcave is two miles southwest of 
Lamotte en-San-Terre and about two 
and one-half miles southeast of Villers- 

The woods named do not 
appear on available maps.

The advices indicate that the prin­
cipal force of the British stroke was 
exerted in the Villers-Bretonneux area, 
slightly to the southeast of Amiens, 
where Field Marshal Haig’s troops had 
an advantageous jumping-off place from 
the Villers-Bretonneux ridge.

I Quebec, Aug. 8—Dr. H. S. Beland will 
be in Quebec city today. He will make 
a few calls and will be entertained at 
dinner this evening at the Garrison Club 
by the local members of parliament. He 
will also pay a visit to His Grace Car­
dinal Begin and stay in town till Fri­
day morning, when Hon. Jacques Bureau 
will take him to Three Rivers for a re­
ception. From there 1>. Beland will 
proceed to Louiseville, Que., where his 
aged mother lives, and thence he will go 
to Montreal on Monday.

London, Aug. 8—The exhaustive re­
view of the war situation made to the 
House of Commons on Wednesday by 
Premier Lloyd George was looked upon 
in the house as one of the most frank 
and informative speeches heard from 
any statesman In the course of the world 
struggle. He touched upon all important 
points and declared that the outlook for 
the Allies became brighter as the Ger­
man hopes of conquest darkened. Alto­
gether the premier was able to give par­
liament assurances that will enable it to 
adjourn in a hopeful holiday mood.

MEG MILLBELGIAN PROFESSOR AND
SOLDIER DIES IN CANADA.

Toronto, Aug. 8—News of the death 
of Prof. Auguste Joseph_G. Ledoux, a 
provincial government official, was re­
ceived last night by the deputy minister 
of mines. He died in Sudbury.

Prof. Ledoux was a Belgian, and at 
the outbreak of the war was professor 
of mineralogy and geology in the Uni­
versity of Brussels. In 1914 he joined 
the Belgian artillery, and was badly 
wounded. Three years ago he came to 
Canada after being discharged from the 
army,
taken on the staff of the department

Bretonneux.

SELLING FOR JUNK1
ET AIN S HIGH 

PRAISE FOR THE
p NEW YORKERS STEEP 

IN PARKS; IT WAS 
102 YESTERDAY

men OF the tanks JAPANESE SEE MUCH
Paris, Aug. 8—General Petain, com-

EGER EVENTS THAN
following address to the men of the nri nmn fir pirOIJO
tank service in recognition of the im- HLLlIIlll Ul UlLuHu

portant role played by the tanks in the 
Soissons-Rheims offensive:—

“Since the beginning of April 
charging artillery have proved in thirty 
combats and two pitched battles their 
powerful offensive value. While grant­
ing the infantry their share of the glory, 
the commander thus conveys his felici­
tations to the men of the new arm:

“The crews of the chargers, who have 
materially contributed to the stopping 
of the enemy, and who have broken his 
attack, the engineers who constructed 
and perfected the engines of victory, 
and the workmen of the factories, who 
have brought victory to the workmen at 
the front who have directed the ma­
chines, well deserve the merit of your 

y country.”

Rather Startling Statement Made 
ia Common Council—Bill ef 
$1,133 for Wages for Watch­
man Repudiated

AFFECTS THE LOCALand in the summer of 1917 was

SUGAR REFINERYm-
Phefix and

Pherdinand
New York, Aug. 7—All heat records 

for New York were shattered at 3.80 
o’clock yesterday afternoon when the 
temperature mounted to 101 degrees and 
another degree was added a half hour 
later. The highest previous mark was 
,100, on September 7, 1881. At six
o’clock the temperature had dropped to 
99, but the indications were that it 
would not go much below 90 during the 
night.

A half dozen deaths were reported. 
The day’s total of prostrations, which 
mounted well toward 100, chmbed stead­
ily higher as the night wore on. Tens 
of thousands slept last night in the city 
parks and at beach resorts.

Change Ib Classification On Re­
fined Sugar

Council of Board of Trade Mates 
Kepresentation to Ottawa for Poit- 
ponement of Change Until Case Can 
be Presented

1® REPORTleak wsvaMwr)

In these days when prices are high and 
metals of all kinds are worth an aston-London, Aug. 8—A despatch to the 

Times from Tokio dated Aug. 4 says:
“The decline in leading stocks, after 

the publication /of the text of the gov­
ernment’s proclamation concerning the 
aims and purposes of the Japanese ex­
pedition to V adivostok, reveals the in­
terpretation p aced by the business com­
munity on J ipan’s military activities. 
A feeling thati the die has been cast for 
much greater kvents than the assistance 
of the Czechs Is reflected by comments 
in the press.” '

our
ishing amount or money, the old pulp 
mill at Mispec which is owned by the 
city seems to have been almost as good 
as a gold mine for some enterprising 
citizens. At the meeting of the common 
council in committee this morning, Com­
missioner Hilyard told of wholesale and 
retail business carried on at the mill, of 
midnight expeditions with laden carts, 
of one man who had made away with 
thirty tons of material and of his fears 
for the loss of the brick smokestack un­
less a watch was kept.

By what looks like a peculiar coinci­
dence, at the time the city is discover­
ing that the contents of the mill have 
been disappearing at this, rate, a bill is 
submitted for the tidy sum of $1,138, 
which is put forward as the city’s share 
—a third—of the wages of a watchman 
at the same mill during the last three 
years. An arrest has been made in con­
nection with the disappearance of the 
junk and the bill for the watchman’s 
services has been refused.

Considerable time was given to the 
discussion of repairs to the wharves and 
warehouses at West St. John and to 
the question of where the money was to 
come from. The commissioner of har­
bors was given authority to buy deals 
for the work and to call for tenders for 
portions of the needed work. Commis­
sioner Hilyard warned the council that 
No. 1 berth at West St. John needed

Issued by Author­
ity of the Depart­
ment of Marine and 
Fisheries, R. F. Stu- 
part, director of 
qaeterological service

O1

EBBEIT’S FIELD TO BE 
USED IN WAR; LOOKS 

LIKE NO BIG LEAGUE 
BASEBALL IN 1919

At a special meeting of the council 
of the board of trade, this morning, re- 

made on be halt otSynopsis—Thunder storms have oc­
curred locally in Ontario and Quebec, 
but the weather in Canada has been 
generally fine, attended by great 
the peninsula of Ontario.

Forecasts.

presentations were
the Atlantic Sugar Refinery that the 
change in classification on refined sugar, 
under order-in-council No. 1863 would 
have the effect of increasing the freight 
rates on the refined product from oO to 
104 per cent from the maritime refiner­
ies, and that such discriminatory rates 
would make it impossible for them to 
carry on their operations here. It was 
further stated that it was the belief of 
the maritime reliners that these disernn- 
tnatory rates were not international, but 
were due to-a lack of consideration or 
analysis of the maritime province sugar 
situation.

The following resolution was moved 
by Mr. Emerson, seconded by Mr. Agar, 
and adopted:—

Whereas, by order-in-ctiune.il,
1863, the freight rate on refined sugar 
from points in the maritime provinces 
to points west thereof has been increased 
from 50 to 104 per cent, principally by 
the cancellation of the commodity rate 
on refined sugar and the classification of 
refined sugar as fifth class freight; and

Whereas, the effect of such change in
classification, 8n View of the small t
margin of Proftt. vent^to '’ Company, “king for tte removal of
monufarture" of sugar in the maritime street ear tracks from Union street,West 
^Continued on page 2, seventh column) (Continued on page 2, seventh column)

AGAIN RECRUITING 
CADETS FOR ROYAL 

AIR FORCE IN CANADA

lHUNIIt-STOH BREAKheat in

HIM WAVE III SEMES!

RIGHT OF WAY CASES Lower Lakes and Georgian Bay— 
Moderate to fresh winds, for the most 
part fair, but showers or thunder storms 
in many localities, chiefly tonight and 
on Friday and not so warm.

Ottawa Valley and Upper St. Law­
rence—A few local showers but for the 
most part fair and not quite so warm; 
Friday, partly fair with some showers, 
chiefly towards evening.

Lower St. I^wrence, Gulf and North 
Shore—Moderate winds, a few scattered 
showers, but generally fair today and 
on Friday.

Toronto Had Its Hottest Day Yesterday, 
With 101C. O. Foss and Hon. W. P. Jones trav­

eled from Fredericton to Westfield to­
day to look over the ground in connec­
tion with arbitration cases over Valley 
railway right of way to be taken up 
jAext week.

For the last few months there has 
been considerable discussion by the 
property owners at Public landing and 
the- Valley Railway over the matter of 
valuing the property and the damage 
done to it by the crossing of the railroad. 
Arbitrators to appraise the property 
have been appointed by Judge Chandler. 
The arbitrators appointed to decide on 
the value of Abraham Day’s property 
at Public Landing are 
Coates, Herbert McFadeen and Clinton 
D’Arcy. Other properties to be ap­
praised are those of David Corkery and 
Amland Brothers. The case of Abra­
ham Day will be heard in Westfield on 
Monday morning. J. Starr Tait is act­
ing for Mr. Day. The other cases will 
be heard during the week.

New York, Aug. 8—Ebbetts Field, 
home of the Brooklyn National League 
baseball club, will be closed for thp du­
ration of the war, after the game with 
Philadelphia on next Wednesday, and 
converted into a storage warehouse. The 
action is taken to Indicate that the offi­
cers do not contemplate a continuation 
of big league baseball in 1919.

Washington, Aug. 8—Shattering all 
previous observed records of high tem­
perature, most of which were built up 
yesterday, the prevailing hot wave on 
Wednesday drew to a climax over the 
Atlantic coast area north of Norfolk, 
Va-, and. last night was being destroyed 
in a series of self-induced thunder 
storms.

Toronto, Aug. 8—Sweltering heat was 
experienced here yesterday, the ther­
mometer registering 101 degrees early in 
the afternoon, a record for the summer.

Toronto, Aug. 8—Recruiting of cadets 
for the royal air force is now again in 
full swing. Men are again being taken | 
for immediate service and those who are 
eligible are being sworn for the reserve. 
The reserve is composed of men below 
the military service age and therefore 
men who are in the nineteen year old 
class can now be taken only for imme­
diate service.

No.
I!

Generally Fair.
Maritime—Light to moderate variable 

winds, a few scattered showers but gen­
erally fair today and on Friday.

Lake Charles, La., Aug. 7—Nineteen Superior—Moderate to fresh winds,
persons were killed and twenty injured, mostly northeast, partly fair today and 

With the American Army on the some probably fatally, when Garstner on Friday with some showers.
Vesle, Aug. 7—(By the Associated ! Aviation field near here was virtually All West—Showers in a few localities 
Press’)—On a wooden cross at the head demolished and other property damage hut generally fair and warm today and 
of a grave at the edge of a wood at estimated at thousands of dollars was on Friday.
Chamery east of Fere-en-Tardenois, is caused by a tropical hurricane which New England—Thunder storms this 
this inscription: “Lieutenant Quentin struck Southwestern Louisiana yester-' afternoon or tonight ; cooler. Friday 
Roosevelt, buried by the Germans.” day. partly cloudy, tight west winds.

NINETEEN KILLED
IN HURRICANEFIND GRAVE OF

QUENTIN ROOSEVELT
prompt attention.

Mayor Hayes presided and Commis­
sioners Fisher, Bullock and Hilyard'were 
present.

Regarding a communication from J.

Horatio N.
Increase in Fares.

Detroit, Mich., Aug. 8—An increase in 
into effect to-street car fares was put 

day by the Detroit United Railway. The 
new rates are six cents cash or ten tick­
ets for fifty-five cents instead of a flat 
ftve cent charge.
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