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 Much Snow in the Cres-
\_' cent City.

BACKING THE FAVORITES,

Interesting Facts As to the

Results. -

THE FAIIJ.URE;'O‘F ORMONDE.

Thousands Joining the Sporting League in
Great Britaln—-A Proposed Organization
for Americn—ier Majesty As a Fre
quenter of Race Courses —~Admiral Rous
and the Stars and Stripes — Carbine
Compared to Ormonde.

A foot and a half of snow in New Or-
leans is a greater novelty than the
postponement of the races which: it ne-
cessitated. I romember a baker’s dozen
of years ago when snow laid on the
streets three days and five people were
shot during that time, three fatally,
People would snowball and a snowball
frequently caused the revelation of the
éver-ready pistol. The snow then was
only two'or three inches deep. Perhaps
a foot and a hall will not prove as
deadly as the lesser amouunt. Cold wea-
ther in New Orleans is cold weathen in-
deed. Doors there are made to remain
open in memory of old tites of chivalry,
when a closed door was almost an . un-
heard-of act of inlospitality. As acon-
sequence, in some hpuses your very bed-
room is open to the piercing, penetrat-
ing air. But then it is down South and
to many northern people the very word
“south”—at a distance—conveys an idea
of warmth and geniality. We can talk
of our street cars getting out of order,
but in New Orleans only one of the many
different lines is reported as workable.
A succession of seasons like the present
and even in New Orleans winter meetings
will speedily become a thing of the
past.

.- * @

An English writer gives some very in-
teresting facts about betting. He says
bhe has.examined the two past seasons’
racing under Jockey Club rules, namely,
March to November, 1893, and the same
period in 1894, and finds that, exclus-
ive of walk-uvers, there were 1519 races
in 1893 and 1558 in 1894, The increase
Is a substantial one, and a fair proof
that racing, in spite of the present fu-
tile endeavors of faddists, was never
more popilar. Of the 1519 races in 1893,
the favorite won 642, and was beaten
In 877; and of the 1558 in 1894, won
826, and was beaten in 932. In mak-
ing this calculation, cases where two or
more horses started equal favorites, and
opne of them won, have been treated as
successes’ for the favorites. From these
lacts it is seen that 1893 was, from’ a
speculator’s point of view, rather the

better of the two..seasans, the average.

win of the favorite in 1893 being 42.26
per. cent., and in 1894 40.17 per cent.
These . figures are rather surprising, as
the balaice i3 nut so very much against
the backers after all, and they appear
more worthy of their name of “the ta-
ferit ” than one might have expected.
Again, in 363 races in 1393, odds were
laid on the favorite 240 times with suc-
tess and 123 uusuccessfuily and in 1894
odds were laid on the faverite 293 times,
. 210 times suceessfully, and 83 times un-
successfslly. It will be seen that in
this respect 1304 has the advantage, the
average win where odds have been laid
being 71.67 per cent., against 66.11 in
1893. During these two seasons the
hottest favorites that were successful
were Raebarn and Shancrotha in 1893,
the former, with odds of 100 to 8 laid
on him, beating Masque in the Royal
Btakes at Newmarket, and the latter
starting at-33 to 1 on, beating Little
Charley at Yarmouth; in 1894 Carrick
(25 to 1 on) beat Miss Mowbreck at
Derby. None the Wiser (256 to 1 on)
beat Caddie at Goodwood, and Acrobat
(26 to 1 on) beat Consic at Notting-
bam. On the other hand, the greatest
catactrophes were in 1893, when Blane,
with odds of 100 to 8 laid on him,
was beaten by Donroschen at Lewes; and
8t. David, 11 to 2 laid on him, beaten
by = Glengall at Newmarket; and
in 1894 we have Sayonara, start-
ing mt 8 to ‘1 on, beaten by Santa
Zeta at Hurst Park; Son of a Gun (100
to 15 on) beatcu ecasily by Glengall at
Newmarket, and Shancrotha (5 to 1 on)
beaten three lengths by Lord of - the Dale
at Beverley. The greatest outsiders
that won were Siffleuse and Golden Drop
in 1893, the one winning the * One Thou-
sand.” with odds of 100 to 1 offered
against ler, and the other the Manches-
ter November Handicap at 40 to 1
against. In 1394 there were two 50
to 1 chances, Victor Wild, when he won
the Royal Hunt Cup, and Throstle, when
she won the St Leger from Ladas, and
six others, odds of 11 to 10 being laid
on Ladas. Warwick was the ouly place
in 1893 where all the favorites of a
day won., In 1894 both at Hamilton
Park and at Eglinton om one day all
the favorites ‘won, but at the latter
place only three races were decided.
- - -

In recalling the incidents attending
the purchase of that gigantic stud fail-
ure, Ormonde, by Mr. O'Brien Macdonough
of California, The New York Sun says
that Mr. Charles Reed of the Fairview
Stud started for the Argentine Republic
to buy the horse, while Mr, Macdonough
utilized the cable, and the New Yorker
arrived in Buenos Ayres ouly to find
that an agent of his countryman had
qught the horse for $150,000. Mr. Reed
is a philusuphm-, and here is where his
philosophy came in with a vengeance,
Upon his return to.New York The Sun
reporter was consoling him for having
his long journey, for udthing.

“Never mind, my’ ho
for the best.” :
.Thut was Mr. Reed’s view of the situa-
h‘oub, aud it now happens that the owner
of Thora and St. Blaise and the breeder
it;f fubrb;nu \vm_s in the right, Philosophy

a_ great thing, and Charles Reed is
the chief exponent of the doctrine in the
ranks of turfmen. It was Mr. Reed who
was awakened in the dead of night at
his Teunnessee farm a Year or so ago
and informed that a stable cuutuiui;g
mauy brood mares had been struck by
lightning and was burning up. !

“Which barn is it?” he asked.

\
>

Y; it’s probably all

MGING|

“The frame barn.” / |
. “It might have: been worse had it béen
the brick: It can't be helped any way,”
‘and, turning over, the modern disciple of
Plato was snoring’ in & moment. |

- e =

It now appears that before Ormonde
left England he was proved sterile, Best
Man, said to be by him, really being
by Melton. In ‘the light of this states
ment it ‘appears pretty plain that both
John Porter and the Duke of Westminster
thoroughly knew what they were about
when they “let’ the horse of the century”
.g0 to Buenos Ayres. They certainly
were in a position to stand with philo-
sophy the abuse that was heaped upon
them. The Buenos Ayrean must also
have become aware of the sterility of

when Mr. Macdonough's cable with its

$150,000 bid came to hand. The his-

tory of Ormondé would scem to show

that American turfmen have not yet

quite got all the knowledge to them-

selves, .
. & o

Nine thousand people attended a meet-
ing of the Sporting League in Sheffield.
It is estimated that the membership of
the league is already. a quarter of a
million strong, although some of the
warmest adherents of racing, for omne
reason and another, are standing aloof
from the organization. Mr. W. B. Fasig,
formerly manager of the Cleveland Driv-
ing Park, and, now manager of the trot-
ting department of Tattersall’s in Am-
erica, thinks the time has come for the
forming of such a league in America,
and proposes to take the initiative him-
self, !
® & =

The indisposition of President Hen-.
drie has interfered somewhat with the
publication of -the book program of the
Ontario, Hamilton and Windsor Jockey
Clubs,” but it is expected it will 'be
out next week. So far as the 0.J.C. is
concerned there will be little change from:
Jlast year, except as regards the Red
Coat races, which are reduced in value.

- - -

“Pegasus ’ writes: “I have made a
bet that Her Majesty the Queen attend-
ed races after she ascended the throne.”
I am exceedingly pleased to inform
“Pegasus” that he wins hands down.
During the lifetime of the Prince Con-
sort Her Majesty, rarely missed an Ascot
meeting and was ‘a frequent attendant
at other race courses. One particular oe-
casion that my reading recalls to me
was in 1840, when Lord George Ben-
tinck’s great mare Crucifix won. the
Oaks at Epsom, Her Majesty and her
royal spouse were present in that year
on both the Derby and Oaks days. And
an hour was wasted in getting the fillies
off, there being sixteen false starts!

- - -

The Bel-Air Jockey Club of -Montreal
is promptly on time with its program
for the summer meéeting on June 18, 14
and 15. About $4000 is given in added
money and purses, spread over fifteen
races, five each day. The club will
probably give -‘a two-day meeting
extra, as usual, on June 2% and July 1.

® @& @«

A gentleman in this city who has a
great fancy for securing a stallion by
Hermit sent over the water recently to
enquire as-to the -price- 6f Edward ' the
Confessor, who is now eighteen years
old. The owner asked £300 for him, but
the gentleman referred to was advised
not: to buy him, as he looks very old and
worn, is over a good bit in front and
has curby hocks. He was pufj up at aue-
tion on Jan. 28 and bought in for 240
guineas. A sporting paper says the
horse carried his age well and would,
judging by appearances, make a good
country stallion. Edward the Confessor
is half brother to Col. Strathy’s Derby
winner George Frederick, being out of
Princess’ of Wales, a daunghter: of
Stockwell.

: o & @

“ The report that the Duke of Portland
has bought Carbine for $65,000 is con-
firmed. He is on his way to England
now. The British €porting papers are
very exultant over the ‘purchase and
unanimously declare he is a bargain.
Even as a race horse one paper says he
was the equal of Ormonde. It is stated
that the Duke makes £30,000 annually
out of his stud farm. Taking into con-
sideration the sale of Ormonde and the
operations of his grace of Portland it
does not appear that even English dukes
are altogether in racing for their illus-
trious health.

- L ] -

When Richard Ten Broeck was cam-
paigning his horses in Egnland, Ad-
miral Rous sent the following note to
the Clerk of the Course at Doncaster:

“ The members of the Jockey Club wish
to know why the American flag is
hoisted over a Doncaster stand unless
the building is mortgaged to the United
States.—(Signed) H. J. Rous.”

The resurrection of this note causes a
discurser on the illusiveness of the time
test in England to remark:

“We ‘are on better terms with.our
American cousins now than we were in
the days when Mr. Ten Broeck ran horses
here. Dickens lampooned Yankee man-
ners and customs, and the Civil War
raged across the Atlantic, and if the Am-
erican horse Dobbins were to win the
Chester Cup, for which he is entered this
spring, we should not mind runging up
the ‘Stars and Stripes’ on theiRoodee
stand, and the victory of Dobbins would
be as heartily, and possibly more
heartily received than the success of an
Eunglish horse. Blood is thicker than
water, und despite the great ‘herring
poud’ that separates us from America,
we cannot forget that the American na-
tion is mainly built up from English
stock. So if ‘Dobbins—good name for a
horse—is fit “and well enough to carry
the ‘all white and gold tasselled’ cap of
Mr. Croker first past the post at Chester,
bhe may be sure of a cordial welcome
when he returns to weigh in.

.0 &

I am told that the five-mile race on
the full:mile track of the Hamilton
Joekey--Club on Friday was one ol the
best and most stubborn contests ever
seen in Canada. The Baltimore gelding,
Charlie C., that won at Ottawa, was
made a hot favorite, all the knowing
brigade bankiug ta a man ou him. Driv-
en’ by Pete Currav he led for the first
three miles and then went all tol pieces
and finished absolutely last. Curran,
feeling bound to make some excuse for
the ignominious collapse .of his . horse,
said he had cut his quarter boots and
suffered other misfortunes. He¢ had cut
one of his boots and so had ‘Olara K.,
the gamest little mare in the country,
but she went on and wom after & brilli-
ant race and keen struggle on the last
mile with the veterau Sunday, who came

the horse and -how he must have chuckled |
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very hotly towards the close of the

‘fourth mile. Experts who saw the event

say it was a glorious contest, that Clara
K. won entirely on her ability and that
Charlie C. was simply dead beat.
also hint at a combination
Johnnie Golddust, Joe ‘W.
C. that wae. overthrown.
12.06 1-2, which constitutes
record, was all the more wonderful be-
cause that, unlike the majority of - ice
races, it was trotted over a recognized
association mile track. It is hardly to
be wondered at that both the clever driv-
er and the owner were greatly elated
over the success of the handsome, game
and fleet-footed Clara. It is a clear case
of one more good Ehi}lg.goue wrong.

between

The time,
a world’s

Constitutional amendment in New York
State, or no amendment, there promises
to be plenty of racing in _the United
States in the year of grace 1895. From
the .opening of © the regular season at
Little Rock, Ark., on April 1, to June 30
—abont 76 racing days—14 tracks, with
the few minor courses in operation, will
contribute over $1,200,000 in stakes and
purses. Among the clubs, the St. Louis
Fair Association shows up in a most
liberal and conspicuous light with its
$160,000 in etakes and purses. Below
‘are shown in the order or date the
meetings and their stakes and purse offer-
ings:

Tracks,

San Francisco....
Miseellaneous....

Little Rock.
Nashville (2).
Memphis. ¢, ..
Lexington.,.,....

Tracks. Amts
IHawthorne....$1 58,500
l.outsville. 56,330
Harlem 125,000
Latonia, 98,071
Oankley.
8t. Lou
Detroit...

Amts.

$1,224,150

The Detroit Driving ‘Club, although it
will be -their first year with the run-
ners, propose to do everything up in
firgt-class style. ‘At a meeting held last
week the following oificers were clected:
Daniel J, Campau, president; George M.
Vail, vice-president; Fred T. Moran,
treasurer, and P. M. Campbell, secretary.
It was decidcd to build 200 new stables
for the use of the trotters and runners
and to get at thc work of fixing up the
track as soon as it could be done. The
success of the initial running meeting in
June next is assurcd, 543 entries having
been “received already from ,the best
stables in the United States. The result
will be apt to encourage other trotting
associations to add a running meeting

to their annual program.
- - -

It is prophesied that inore mouney will
be put into trotting races this year
than ever before. In spite of the report
that Charter Oak Park, Hartford, Coun.,
lost $10,000 last year owing to the
fact that no pouiselling or betting was
allowed, Buffalo, Rochester and other
places Jpropose to give meetings as usunal
and to hang up liberal purses. Neither

Hamilton nor Windsor ‘has been taken®

into the Grand Circuit, but it seems to
me ‘they could both have been most con-
veniently included. No change of dates
would have been necessary, as Hamilton
would have come in nicely before Wind-
sor and Windsor before Saginaw, as will
be seen by the following schedule, which
has already been decided upon respec-
ively by the Hamilton and Windsor as-
sociations and by the stewards of the
Grand Cireuit:
Hamilton... ...
Windsor...
Saginaw.
Detroit..

June 29, July 1, 2,1.‘13
.July 18, 19, 20
July 22,23, 24, 25, 26, 27
Cleveland.........July 29, 80, 81, Aug. 1, 2
BRIHRIO. . ... - i e wiipAtpust 6 20,10
Fleetwood Pk, N.Y.Aug. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31
The result of including Hamilton and
Windsor in the Grand Circuit would have
been to give prestige to those two places
as trotting centres, to encourage the
sport in Canada, and to strengthen the
circuit itself, considering the blow dealt
it by the antirgambling amendment.’
* & 0

before the New York
Legislature that have the backing of
prominent turfmén and racing associa-
tions. The first legalizes « racing with»
out the accompaniment of betting. This
will be only a preliminary step, and
will be followed by the introduction of
a_concurrent resolution so to amend the
constitution of the state as to rescind
the anti-gambling amendment so far as
it affec¢ts betting on- the inclosed grounds
of racing associations proper. This would
mean that the watter would have to
be again submitted to a vote of the
people. !

Two bills are

_ POP.
A NOBLE STARTER.

Lord George Bentinck's Plan For Sending
a Field of lorses on Their Way.

One who knew Lord George Bentinck
well has left the following graphic por-
trait of his personal appearance when he
was @at the height of his fame ap &
sportsman :

“A tall, high-bred man, with an air
peculiarly his own, so distinguished, yet
so essentially of the country did he seem,
even among the galaxy of patrician
sportsmen with whom he was coungre-
gated. "He had all the eye and com-
plexion of the purel Saxon, and the inde-
scribable boon of thee air noble to perfec-
tion. His dress at this time greatly added
10 the charms of his appearance. Dress-
ed in buckskin breeches—none of your
Norway does or West Riding imitations,
im the hides of his own stags—with ex-
quisitely made boots of the true _ortho~
dox length and antique coloring in top;
a buff waistcoat and reddish _.brown
‘double~hreasted coat, ornamented with
the butfous of the Jockey Club; a quiet
beaver, placed neither at a right a_ugle
nor yet a left, butin the juste milieu
of gentlemanly taste, on a well-formed
head of auburn hair, with large whiskers
of the same color; a starting-flag in his
hand, and followed by eight-and-twenty
racehorses, steppirg like a troop of old
Franconis bearing a tulip bed aloft—so
brilliantly shone the silken jackets of the
riders in the sun—the observed of a huxn-
dred thousand eyes, Lord George Ben-
tinck, as stewdard of tLe races, uuder'took
to start the immensq field for the ‘Great
Yorkshire Handicap’ on @ plan of his
own special invention. -

“His lordship's plan for starting horses
in a race was as simplq as.e-ffet:tlml,
aud was carried outi in this wise. In the
first place, it peeded a starter whom the
jocks, iustead of daring to dlsube.\.', had,
as in their feelings towards Lord George,
aun enthusiastic desire to please; heuce
he undertook to illustrate his ownu mode
of securing the horses and tl}e public from
the ever-occurring disappointment of a
false start, and, flag in hand, marched in
the van of the quivering phalanx,
unattended, to the starting place on .thg
noble .course of Doncaster, in fu.ll view
of the tens of thousands, regarding him
with admiration from the grand stand
and the rising part of the ground.

* s Hitherto the functionary mho hafl
performed = the office  of 'stux‘-tex,
after doing his best, or rather his worsg
to, put the horses in line, simply orde?ed
the jockeys to ‘go!” as frequex_jtly having
to recall them by a distant signal, after
they had gaMoped over three parts of thL:
distance, by reason of some obstinate
brute—man or borse—refusing to obey
the order and remaining fresh for the

quite’

and Charlie | fine on

|
{

{

i
)

sense of humor, almost every

: ! q
next essay. Lord George rectified this
very inefficient plan by an equestriam
trigger of his own invention, vig, thq
posting a man with a flag directly in
view of all the jocks—on whoin they were

They | to fix their undivided attention and to

‘go I’ without fail, ou pain of a pecuniary
seeing the: color dropped in
ront. The main duty rested with the
noble chief in getting the horses in line,
a manoeuvre he accomplished by great
patience and occasionaily walking thema
backwards and forwards, till assured on
his own part that they weere so, “when
he, standing on their flank—unseen by
horse or rider—suddenly lowered his {lag
in signal to the man ahead to do the
same; when, if. the jockeys were disposed
to act at all fairly, ora horse was not
especially restive, a false start was next
to impossible. On this occasion the im-
mense fieid bounded off at the first sig-
nal, mnotwithstanding it 'was %ofd
George's first essay, like a charge of
veteran Mamelukes. i

“The countless throng cheered the
gallant starter with deafening shouts of
delight and admiration, and cheered
again, as taking off his hat and bowing
in acknowledgment, the handsome fel-
low mounted: ‘his hack apd cantered
down the course.”

.

oy STKEPLECHANIK GUSSIP.

A Famous English Croéss-Country Rider
Narrates Some Interesting Experiences.
The' following delightful steeplechase
rassip is taken from Rapier’s columns in

The Illustrated Sportitig and Dramatic

News : i
“ You ‘will remember,” writ¢s an Epsom

correspondent, ** that when the Prince

of Wales owned steeplechase horses, they
were trained here by the late John Joues,
who, I need hardly say, was extremely
proud of this royal patronage. In com-
pany with Lord Marcus | Beresford and
a few other friends the Prince often came |
here, to see his jumpers perform, and use
to drive to Tadworth to.watch them
gallop over the steeplechase course. This
iuvariably appeared to. afford bim -the
greatest amusement; he seemed sorry
when there were no more horses to:be
galloped or jumped. The .favorite jockey |
of the Prince, of Wales was Arthur Hall,
then: attached to Jones’ stable, for whose
patrons he rode mauny winuers, About
six years ago Hall received g good offer
to go to Germany to train and, ride, and
accordingly he settled with! his family.
at Hoppegarten, believing that he would
be able to make more mdney there than
in this country. I am pleased to say that
hope has been realized, for [in a recent
conversation with Hall, wha has been
over to see ‘the old folks &t home,” he
informed me that he has no reason to
complain of the manner in which he has
bbeen treated by the Tentons. He has
trained and ridden many good winners in

Germany, and the two horses he took

with him from this coupntry—Vivaéious

and Haglewood—were very  sueccessful.

The former, though without any great

turn of speed; was & grand stayer, and

will be remembered in this country as
having on two occasions won the three-
mile Jardle race at Sapdown., In connee-
tion with this race I may be pardoned
for relating a somewhat peculiar inei-
dent. One morning—about six years ago
—I was on th® Downs-with some horses,
and Arthur, who was riding Vivacious,
said sh: would probably win the hurdle
race. just mentioned. I replied, trying to
be funny, that she might do so if started
early the previous evening, for I knew
nothing~of the mare then, dnd to look

at she was more like a hunter than a.

race horse. “Have a ride ‘on her, sdid

Arthur, ‘we are just goiiig three miles.’

So up I got and off we started. Idon’s

think that I was ever ‘'much more sur-

prised in my life. For! the first hall of
that gallop Vivacious mnéver! seemed to
be going at all, but after about a mile
and & half she began to take hold in
real earnest and ‘ran ot in quite a re-
markable manner.. Béforg the end of the
journey she had got theml all stone beat,
me included, and when we pulled up my
arms were so!stiff and sore that it took
me some time to straighten them. “Made
you blow, eh!’ said Arthur. ‘ What do
you think of her?” Well, I was too fa-
tigued at the time to' express Iully all
the sentiments that were just then agi-
tating my mind; but “eyer.afterwards I
had; & most cordial admiration for Viva-
cious, though not so keen to ride her
long gallops, and, what is more to my
credit, when she ¥on at Sandown I was
able to do a little profitable ‘nodding’
with a bookmaker, who now says, quite
brutally, ‘no brass, old man, no bat.
‘“In conversation, Arthur Hall is one
of the most amusing of the jockeys, and

his ’chasing stories arz very funny. 1

like to hear him talk about old Magie.

Ths, it will be remembered, was a fair-

ly useful horse belonging to| the "Prince

of Wales, and his chief characteristic was
that! he was a tremendous puller. Arthur
used to ride him in his gallops at home,
and on one occasion, when he was giving
him a ‘school’ at Tadworth, the horse
came a fearful purler at the drop fence;

I thought they would never stop rolling.

When! we picked him up ‘Arthur was hap-

pily none the worse for his revolutions,

butiremarked that towards the last they
were becoming monotomrous, and that he
was pleased when he was permitted to
sit down. This was the only time, I be-
lieve, that Magic ever fell while he was
trained here, and Hall . attributed this
mischance to the fact that when he was
raeing at th» drop fence the horse saw
some of his stable companions walking
about in the next field, thus having his
attentiowr diverted froms the work in hand
at a critical moment. No jockey has had
more. varied and curious experiences than

Arthur Hall. He went into the stables

when quite young, and. rode on the flat

as a light-weight with considerable suc-
cess. He rode Macbeth in the Cambridge-
shire at about 6 stone, and Chimney

Sweep in the Sefton Steeplechase at about

11 stone (I write without the book) in

the same year, and so far | as I know

that is a good record. In' connection
with the last-mentioned race, Arthur tells

one of his numerous good stories. ‘I

was,” he said, ‘rattling old Chimney

Sweep along—kid-like, you know, really

eujoying the lepping—and I suppose at

one of the fences I must have bustled
him' a bit too much, for he hit the rail
very hard and shot me on to his head,

He went on just as though nothing had

happened, but I could not get back, and

was wriggling about his ears, greatly
disgusted with myself. Then who should
come up but Robert I'Anson, who was
riding in the race, and he said, *What
are you doing there, Arthur, my lad?
Come back .in your place.” And he put
mes back in my.saddle as comfortably as
you please.” That aneccdote, I think, is
very characteristic of I'Ansan, who was
one of the best ecross-country jockeys
that ever appear:d in the pigskin. *“Did
you win, Arthur,” I asked, |*‘ after you
had keen placed in the proper position
again? ‘No, 1. did not win,’. he replied,

but I did not {fall off, and I ‘think X

should certainly have “ecompito” if good

old Bob had not dons me tiat good tyrn.’

Many of the steeplechase jockeys now rid-

ing would have pushed the boy oii and

thought they had done sugething clever.

“ [ could gossip on ft.-reviéi" about joek-
eys' stories aud experiences, but I know
that, very rightly, you will not permit
the space. To such a man| mas Arthur
Hali, who is a keen ®bserver, with a
rac2 he
rides in affords some uotabjle incideuts,
and he remembers them all. At a meeting
in Germany, he todl me, on of the in-
teresting obstacles they had to race over
was the trunk of a big tree, ‘My joker
tried to climb-it, of course, said Arthur,
and when we fell we seemed to have
come. from the topmost bough. Somehow
or other I found myself on his back when
we were in motion again, but one of
my feet had gone right through the iron,
which was almost up to my knee, and
there stuck fast. You may/ be sure I
did not go much farther, for there was
another tree or two to climb, and I was
not taking any more.’ Here he chuckled

d | horses without it, which, in the absence

at the remembragee. I am glaﬁ to state

| povww
that Arthur has obtaiued a very good‘f
engagement to ride in Austria mext sea- & A[

son for Mr. R. Lebaudy, and will take |
up his residence at Totiz. Here I may |
state another remarkable fact in con- |
nection with this really fine horsemnu.\}
He: rides several holes longer. on one side |
than the other. Yet no man has a
stronger geat, To some of your rcad-|
ers, who, when in the saddle, may not
be able to get their proper length, one
leather appearing longer than the other, |
this fact may be edifying, and may teach |
them never to despair. How many meu;
do ride exactly the same length cach
side ? How many, indeed, have legs of
equal length? On suech points Arthur
Hall discourses with the eloguence of an
ancient bard.”

The Thoroughbreda, ‘Maide Breed.”

In a recent address in Glasgow,
Scotland, Mr. Macneilage made the fol-
lowing remarks: “It was a noteworthy
fact that the best of their modern breeds
were made breeds. The English thor-
oughbred was also & made breed. They
might have been kept longer pure than
any of their other breeds, put that did
not alter the fact that in their early
history the blood of the Arabian and the
Barb was freely used in <onjunction
with the blood oi the native horses. The
present position of  the thoroughbred
breed was this, that in it they could finq
sume of the best, and possibly some of
the worst, horses in the world. There
w#s no horse likely to b2 more unsound,
if he were unsound, than a thoroughbred,
and in this fact lay a serious question for
breeders. The stud-book had long been
kept 80 very close that unless a horse
was closely registered on both sides he
had no chance of being admitted into
it. The result was that, although there
were undoubtedly many first-class horses
within the stud-book, yet there were a
large number of equally good and sound

|
|

of registration,were not really entitled to
be called thoroughbreds at all. It was
a question for breeders . whether - the
time had not come. when - something
ought to be done to bring these horses
within the stud-book, and thus give
them the status which they were well
entitled to emjoy. The value of the
thoroughbred lay in the severe strain he
was able to stand, and without abso-
lute sounduess and plenty of stamina
that quality could not be expected to
be maintained. While the. thoroughbred
held the field as a galloping horse, fche
Hackney was their principal pacing
horse. The Hackney was of a different
type altogether from the thoroughbred.
He was generally rounder made, with
much higher and showier knee action.
If there was one thing a thoroughbred
man did hot like it was a Hackney. The
latter, however, was unequalled. for cer-
tain purposes.. He was docile to a_de-
gree, very showy in movement, an@ a
splendid park horse. Some maintained
that the Hackney was an older breed
even than the thoroughbred, and : un-
doubtedly ‘there was an old Norfolk
breed of Cobs, the origin of which was
lost ju the mists of antiquity. , Many
of the best modern Hackuneys had, how-
ever, thoroughbred blood in their veius,
and this rather went to disprove the
older-age theory. There could be mno
doubt whatever as to the merits and
value of a-high-class hackney. A g

one could always be sold to good ad-
vantage. It was the misfits, the se-
condary sorts, which were most diffi-
cult to dispose of advantageously, dnd
unless breeders could find a suitable
market for the class, it was a serious
obstacle in the way of successful breed-
ing. Could misfits be successfully used
for cab  work, or were they suited for
tligtight general purpose work now so
géneral in towns ? He did not presume
to answer these questions, but they tlgey
were' undoubtedly . the questions which
Hackney breeders would have to face,
for it was only a caomparatively féw that
could” afford to breed  altogether for
fancy.

'LINES IN PL'ASANT PLACKS.

N On the Ice
When the sun was shining brightly,
When the world was gleaming whitely,
And Jack Frost held Nature tightly
In a vice,
It was joy supreme, though fleeting,
Fair- Amanda to be greeting,
When the country side was meeting
On the ice!

Happy he whom smile the Fates on,

Whom they chower tete-a-tetes on,

How I used to whip her skates on
In a trice! ’

And, as off we’d skim crosg-handed,

Leaving all my rivals stranded,

[ was glad, to be quite candid,

: On ‘the ice! !

How we gave evasive answera,
When they praised our skill as dancers,
And ‘to skate a ‘set of lancers

Would entice ;
thought ' them
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How we crude . and
“crocky

Loving pairs to try and jockey

Into wild delights of hockey

On ‘the ice!

To the figure skating shilling

Snug inclosure we were willing ;

To subseribe—'twas cheap but thrilling
At the price;

Yet 'the busy scandal-riggers

With sarcastic little sniggers

Talked of péople “chtting figures”
On the icel

All my heart, as I would hold her
Little hands in mine, a-smoulder—
"’'was @& fact I nearly told her
Once or twice:
But, each time, what put a stopper
On my declaration proper
Was a sweet and timely cropper
On the ice!
Then the thaw came. Oh, the bother!
Oh, the words we had to smother!
Ne'er again we’'ll find each other
Half so nice:
Now Amanda ’s always seizing
Opportunities of teasing ;
Oh, she wasn't hali so “freezing 'l
On the ice!
The Mark.

It is a story we heard or read some
time agome, but it will bear repeating.
A rare old china and bric-a-brac enthusi-
ast was dining a few friends,and after din-
ner duly trotted out his most antique
vases and most ancient and valuable
plates, teacups and saucers, explaining
the different marks stamped™thereon.

Presently, aloig came the nurse, bring-
ing the children to participate in "the
dessert. Now, one of the guests was &
lady, young, and not yet married, -but
remarkably foud of children. And she
gathered up the youngest child and kissed
it and fondled it, and asked its china-
doting .parent how old it was.

He, thinking more about his
brac and teacups and saucers,
swer:

“Dear me, I really forget, but if you
turn it up you'll find the mark.”

bric-a-
made an-

| football net as used at the
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Having undertaken to run a general
sporting column, I, Chips, the Carpenter,
do invite one and all to send me in such

notes of news aand sporting stories from
time to time as they may see fit.
. & o

Owing to G. W. Orton’s wonderful
running, says The Boston Herald, Har-
vard University took a back seat from
the University of Pennsylvania, in the
indoor team race at Boston on Satur-
day night last. In a rink invitation
Orton tied with C. H. Kilpatrick of the
University of the city of New York.
Orton waited too long. He imagined he
held Kilpatrick safe and ouly found out
his mistake as he .breasted the worsted.

- -

The latest method suggested for en-
forcing the minateur definition among
cyclist, is that the executive of the Nat-
ional Cyclists Union in England shall
proceed at law against any rider who
shall accept a prize as an amateur, and
who can be proved to have enfringed the
rules goverxiug amateurism. This, it
appears, is the outrcome of the failure
to pass “the two clasges amateurs”
scheme last month. The proof will be
difficult to obtain, even though the Un-
ion, rather than the body from which the
pseudo-amateur obtains his prize prose-
cutes the rider for securing un award
under false pretences. '

. - *

In last Sunday’s World an English cor-
respondent told about the skating mania
that has recently sprung up in London
among the smart peopie of that insig-
nificant village. He did not say, how-
ever, that the moust fashionable time for
skating, just as it is for visiting the
“Zoo," is Sunday afternoons. The pub-
lic rinks find their most aristocratic pat-
ronage at that time, when, the general
public being exeluded, it is possible to
secure entrance by invitation from the
Directors. The Duchess of Manchester,
Mrs. Ronalds, and other Americans, are
among the most accomplished skaters.
Gowns worn by the women on a recent
Sunday, a visiter to . Europe tells e,
were most fetching, black, with dia-
monds, blue velvet and silver, and cloth
and sable being some of the combina-
tions. The ice is produced by artificial
methods,, 80’ that weather is no consider-
ation, ani small roows adjoin the rink,
where thegobiguitous ‘‘tea” is served,
wit‘h more* or less substantial acces-
sories.

- - -

At Murphysboro, Ill., recently a “fake”
footrunner got his deserts for a change.
That is, he would have got them if he
badn’t been able to put his pedestrian
ability to better speed than he had ever
done before, and to hkave outrun the
law. His najne was given as Samuel
Doss, and, after being sentenced to five
years, he. was taken to jail. He asked
to eee a woman whom Le claimed was
hie wife. While the jailer stepped out
Doss juraped through a side- window,
mounted a horse, und rode away at
breakneck spced. The deputies followed
quickly, but at last reports had failed
to catel himn. Doss is wanted at several
places in Missouri and Illinois. He isa
tall man with dark complexion and
mustache and -black hair, A hundred
dollars reward is offercd for his capture.
The Murphysboro’ chief of police has a
photograph and d:.!crip}ion of the man.

-

I am told that' an attempt will be
made at Rosedale during the next season
to play a game called polo on bicycles.
The ball wiill be of solid rubber about
the size of a lacrosse ball, and there
will be six wheelmen a side, two in goal
and ten in the field.. The sticks will be
something after tue fashion of golf sticks
with stiffer and thicker nandles, The
object will be to put the ball between
two flagstafis, as in lacrosse, but the
flagstaffs will be only four feet high.
The goals will be a hundred yards apart.
The goal-keeper will be the only player
allowed to dismount, and he only when
in his position. He will be at liberty
to stop.the ball in any way he can.
A suggestion has been made to furnish
him with a lacrosse' stick. A game was
played recently eotnewhat after the
fashion here haltingly described -a% the
Clermont-avenue . Rink, DBrooklyn. A
gentleman who saw the affair says that
it was decidedly interesting. Ouly three
men.a side played, however. The goals

‘| were marked as is done in rink polwy,

except that there were no mets. My
friend says the ball used was a rubber-
covered affair, about, two-thirds as large
as. a baseball, and the polo sticks are
like those used by the roller-skating
polo-players. The ball was placed in
the centre of the hall, with the teams
lined up at opposite ends of the build-
inmg. On the referee blowiug his whistle,
the respective captains rushed forward.
The game was not seieutifie, -there ap-
parently being no permanent goal-keep-
er and goals being scored at haphazard.
The play, in fact, was all attack and
no defence. Goals were scored at the
rate of one minute, so fast, in fact, that |
no tally was kept of them. There was
an uttgr absence of team work. Falls
were gientiful, but nobody was injured.
Polo oh,wheels may ‘and may not become
popular, for the gamc is bound to be
destructive to bicycles, as well as pain-
ful to the riders, who, of necessityyfall
around in most ludicrous fashion, but it
is certain that oanly expert and sturdy
men should play it. I must confess that
I don’t see why some kind of a ball
game should not be’ possible on wheels.
It would certainly add zest to a bicycle
meet and give ridevs fine practice in
feats of riding, quickncss and endur-
ance.
- - -

Another innovation taot' I hear is like-
ly to be introduzed to Torontonians dur-
ing the coming year is the Association
goals in
England. It is an affair stretched from
the ‘top of the poles and about three
feet deep, formiug a complete alcove
and preventing any pogsible dispute as
to game. I have often thought a similar
kind of affair could advantageously be
used in lacrosse, aud I think so yet. Pre-
sident Suckling, be up with the times and
give the thing a trial.

.« o o >

After a delay of three or four weeks
caused by the fire which destroyed the
Brough Printing Co.’s establishment as
well as The Globe Building, the Febru-
ary number of Athletic Life has made
its appearance. Although many cuts
and several articles in manuscript were
destroyed the magazine is well up to the
bigh etandard #e¢t at first. I unhesitat-
ingly say that it is the best yearly dol-
lar's worth of class reading farnished in
Canada. The principle article in the
February number is ‘‘Feucing,” by that
splendid expouent of the supple art, Prof.
K. B. Malchien. The article is capitally
illustrated with portraits of local play-
ers with ‘the foil and the championship
teamn of the New York Athletic Club, of
which, somewhat appropriately me-
thinks ' three of the four members are
surgeons. Prof. Malchien naturally
waxes very enthusiastic over his art and
I can quite understand, as one who has
handled the foils cver so- little, that it
is a most excellent pastime for the
strengthening of the nerves, the cultiva-
tion of grace and agility, and the de-
velopment of perceptiony as regards both
men and womer. Mr. Malchien's article
should be widely read and should be the
-means of securing a number of reeruits
for the Toronto Fencing Club, with its
admirable guarters and facilities in the
haudsome Torouto Athletic Club build-
ing.: & particularly churmiug paper in
the February number of Athletic Life is
the first of a series to be written by
the Hon. John Beverley Robinson, entit-
.

led “Reminiscences of Early Governors.”
1 heard long ago that this noble veteran
was preparing such: a work, and I think
he has shr_)w'u & very useful and practical
way of giving it to the publio first of
all t_hroup;h the pages of this magazine.
In his present paper Mr. Robinson tells
us about Sir Peregrine Maitland, who
left Canada in 1828, and mightily enter-
taining are the reminiscences, which, it.
i8 necdless to say, have a characteristi-
cally manly ring about them. Dearly
should I'like o copy sume of them here,
except for two things, first, that to do
8o would be to rob the magaszine, which
I trust will go on and prosper; and,
secondly, because I have not space. My
readers will do, well if they run and read
for tl;emselves. Other excellent and ap-
propriate articles, all. aptly illustrat-
ed, are: “Golf in Canada,” by Charles
Hunter (first paper); “Yachting on Lake
‘Ontarxo," by William O. Phillips;
‘Hockey,” by W. A. H. Kerr and “The
Pot Hunt at Port Charity,” by George:
H. Orr, once an industrious writer on
bieycling in The Mail. “With the Clubs,”
an account of sundry sporting happens
ings, is admirably compiled, while capi~
tal articles under the headings of “Van-
ity vs. Insanity,” by Charles P. Dwight;
“8000 Leagues o’er Land and Sea,” by,
Arry; “Recollections of a Queen’s Mes-
enger,” by G. Dramatic news, poetry,
an admirably conducted military depart-
g_e}nt, lend both variety and spice to The
ife,
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An hotel at Tampa Bay, Fla., keeps a
register of the bags of game secured by,
its guests. Plover, quail, snipe, ducks,
wild pigeons, jacksnipe, squirrels, butter
enipe, rabbits and other birds and ani-
mals are numerous. According to an
entry on Jan. 4 last, Mr. and Mrs. G.
W. Bergner ol. Philadelphia killed. 283
snipe and plover, one ycllowleg, two wil-
lgt and one duck. Their record for the
firat 26 days of January, out of which
they did 16 days’ shooting, footed up a
grand total slaughter of 1655 birds, in
addition to which were animals from

uirrel to deer. And these are the peo-
ple who denouuce Britishers for their
butchéry of game on their preserves. If
Mr. and Mrs. Bergner killed 1655 birds
in 16 days, there is a chance that in
their, wild,state a ‘quarter as many more
got away wounded. It is rare, indeed,
for a wounded bird to get away'on an
English estate. This is proven by 'the
fact that their bage rarely show a bird
that has been shu} c'wice.

-

Le Valoy a French cycling journal, as«
eerts that it has received a dispatch from
reliable sources, proving that Lenz, the
plucky young Pittsburg lad sent on &
voyage round the world by the maga-
zine Outing, was killed by Kurds, near
Erzeroum. This is near the point Lens
wase last heard from on May 7,1894.
The sad news has long been expected by
his friends. ®hey are loth to lieve it
true, but the long-continued absence of
the young man is against their faint
hopes that he may be alive. The search-
ing party sent out has pot been heard
from. They have to travel thousands of
miles to reach the territory about Er-
geroum. Lenz had his life insured for
$10,000 in favor of his mother just be-
fore he left, und extra .efforts will be
made to discover his fate, owing to the
lnsurance company’s unwillingness to
pay; the amonat-called for by the policy
until his death is no longer a matter of
doubt. Outing, too, will send an expedi-
ion into Asiatic Europe to look for thejr
correspondent,
e 8 o -

“Baseball is going to boom 'in Torons
to,” said Manager Charlie Maddock ta
your humble servant the other  day.
“Some people,” said he, “thought . we
were going to establish a kindergarten;
we are going to do nothing of the kind.
We, are going to have a baug-up, slap-up
first-class team. Mr. Peter Ryan, our
president, has been most generous in
putting out his money, and if the ten
players I have already engaged don’t
come up to expectations, .don’t fulfil
their promiees, it wiil be their fault,
not mine or the club’s. If they fail to
give satisfaction there will be no monkey
business about it, but they will just be
sent to the rightabout in double-quick
time and better men engaged in their
p}acec. We are bound to give the pub-<
lic a first-class article of ball, and when
the end of September comes around you
can bet your last doliar we shall not
be at the bottomn oi the list.” So say-
ing the genial veteran, who will do all
he can to encourage home players, but
not at the expense of efficiency, passed
on. !

Wallace Ross at Glasgew.

The New Brunswicker made his ad«
vent at Glasgow to fulfil an engage<
ment a8 swordsman and fencing expertf
at the 8cotia Music Hall, Stockwell~ *
ptreets There are not many rowers and
pcullers in the city of the Clyde when
one considers the facilities offered for
practice, but the brethren of the oar
turned out en masse to welcome the man
of whom they had heard so much, and
the fraternisings were of the happiest
possible description. Ross, by kis modest
demeanor and natural unaffectedness,
soon was established a favorite, and, at
the request of a few of the leading
spirits, visited the boathouses of the
Clyde, Clydesdale, City of Glasgow, Car-
rick and Tr ) rowing eclube. He
gave a display of his - sculling
styles in long and short shells
and also took an oar in ome o
the crew’s four-oared jollyboats\ Have
ing wired to Newcastle for his waiter
shoes, he had them sent on to Glasgow,
and on Wednesday, shortly after mid-
day, walked down the middle of the
stream from 8t. Andrew’s Suspension
Bridge at the Glasgow Humane Society
(House, under the Albert and railway
bridges, and finished at Victoria BridgeJ
It is computed that between 60,000 and
70,000 persons crowded the sides of the
river along the route of the cold and
plucky walk., The distance traversed was
as nearly as possible one mile, and the
time taken 89 mijnutes. On Saturday &
regatta was organized in honor of Wall<
ace Ross, and three clubs were repre«
sented in the races, which were scratch
fours, the final of which was won by
Colin C. McIntyre, John Caskin, Alex Mc«
Kenzie and H.C. Campbell (stroke). Up«
wards of 100,000 people assembled, and
to their dglight Ross again donned his
water shoes and walked amid floating
ice to the Albert Bridge. In the even
ing -the intrepid oarsman, swordsman
aend water-walker was publicly presented
on the stage of 8cotia Hall with a cost-
ly gold medal and purse of sovereigns
by the Glasgow rowers. Mr. Tom Dun~
can, hon. secretary of the Trades<Club,
made the presentation, and a great ovae
tion greeted the recipient ae he advanced
to return thanks, which he did in a few
very happy sentences. Ross left Glasgow
4bx a special train yesterday, wnd had
amenthusiastic ‘“‘send off.”” He has made

friends in Glasgow, aad has press+
i invitartions to return - during the
season and row at one of the regattas,
Mr. Ross opens the Empire Theatre of
Varieties this evening.—Newcastle Chron«
icle, Jan. 28,

A
22 POUND

ROADSTER
BICYCLE, .

Abgolutely guaranteed to carry a 950
Ib. rider anywhere that he will ride
and that WILL DO IT, that's whas
the “Eclipse” light roadster is, and
it’s one of the handsomest wheels
made as well. Lat us show it to you.

THE ECLIPSE AGENCY,

8 KING-STREET WEST,
TORQNTO,




