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THE FAILURE OF ORMONDE.

Thousands Joining the Sporting League In 
Great Britain-A Proposed Organisation 
Ibr America-Her Majesty As a Fre 
quenter of Race Courses - Admiral Bous 
aud the Stars and Stripes - Carbine 
Compared to Ormonde.

A foot and a half of snow in New Or
léans is a greater novelty than the 
postponement of the races which- it ne- 
cessitated. I remember a baker’s doten 

laid on thedf years ago when enow 
streets three days and five people were 

three fatally.shot during that time,
People would snowball aud a snowball 
frequently caused the revelation of the 
ever-ready pistol. The snow then was 
only two or three inches deep. Perhaps 
a foot and » half will not prove as 
deadly as the lesser amount. Cold wea
ther in New Orleans is cold weatheu in
deed. Doors there are made to remain 
Open la memory of old times of chivalry, 
when a closed door was almost an un
heard-of act of inliospitality. As aeon- 
sequence, in some bouses your very bed
room is open to the piercing, penetrat
ing air. But then it is down South and 
to many northern people the very word 
“south”—at a distance—conveys an Idea 
of warmth and geniality. We can talk 
of our street cars getting out of order, 
bnt in New Orleans only one of the many 
different lines is reported as workable. 
A succession of seasons like the present 
and even in New Orleans winter meetings 
will speedily become a thing of the 
past. A

An English writer gives some very in
teresting facts about betting. He says 
he has examined the two past seasons’ 
racing under Jockey Club rules, namely, 
March to November. 1893, and the same 
period in 1S94, and finds that, exclus
ive of walk overs, there were 1619 races 
In 1893 aud 1568 in 1894. The increase 
Is a substantial one, and a fair proof 
that racing, in spite of the present fu
tile endeavors of faddists, was never 
more popular. Of the 1519 races in 1893, 
the favorite won 642, and was beaten 
In 877 ; and of the 1558 in 1894,
626, aud was beaten in 932. 
ing this calculation, cases where two or 
more horses started equal favorites, and 
one of them won, have been treated os 
successes for the favorites. From these 
lacts it is seen that 1893 was, from' a 
speculator’s point of view, rather the 
better of the two. .seasons, the average 
win of the favorite in 1893 being 42.26 
per cent., and in 1894 46.17 per cent. 
These figures are rather surprising, as 
the balance is not so very much against 
the backers after, all, and they appear 
more worthy of their name of “ the ta
lent ” than one might have expected. 
Again, in 363 races in 1893, odds were 
laid on the favorite 240 times with sne-

won 
In mak-

Eess and 123 unsuccessfully and in 1894 
odds were laid on the favorite 293 times, 
210 times successfully, and 83 times un
successfully, 
this respect 1SV4 has the advantage, the 
average win where odds have been laid 
being 71.07 per cent., ogainst 66.11 in 
1893.

It will be seen that in

During these two seasons the
hottest favorites that were successful 
were Raeburn aud Sbancrotha in 1893, 
the former, with odds of 100 to 3 laid 
on him, beating Masque in the Royal 
Stakes at Newmarket, and the latter 
starting at 33 to 1 on, beating Little 
Charley at Yarmouth ; in 1894 Carrick 
(25 to 1 on) beat Miss Mowbreck at 
Derby. None the Wiser (25 to 1 on) 
beat Caddie at Goodwood, and Acrobat 
(25 to 1 on) beat Cousic at Notting
ham. On the other hand, the greatest 
catactrophea were in 1893, when Blanc, 
with odds of 100 to 8 laid on him, 
was beaten by Dourosclien at Lewes; and 
St. David, 11 to 2 laid on him, beaten 
by Glongall at 
in 1894 we

Newmarket ; aud 
have Saykniara, start

ing at 8 to 1 on, beaten by Santa 
Zeta at Hurst Park ; Son of a Gun (100 
to 15 on) beaten easily by Glengall at 
Newmarket, and Sbancrotha (5 to 1 on) 
beaten three lengths by Lord of the Dale 
at Beverley, 
that won were Sifflense and Golden Drop 
in 1893, the one winning the “ One Thou
sand ” with odds of 100 to 1 offered 
against her, aud the other the Manches
ter November Handicap at 40 to 1 
against. In 1894 there were two 50 
to 1 chances, Victor Wild, when he 
the Royal Hunt Cup, and Throstle, when 
she won the St; Léger from Ladas, aud 
six others, odds of 11 to 10 being laid 
on Ladas. Warwick was the only place 
in 1893 where all the favorites of a 
day won. In 1894 both at Hamilton 
Park aud at Eglintou on one day all 
the favorites won. but at the latter 
place only three races were decided.

The greatest outsiders

won

In recalling the incidents attending 
the purchase of that gigantic stud fail
ure, Ormonde, by Mr. G'lirien Macdonough 
of California, The New York Sun says 
that Mr. Charles Reed of the Fairview 
Stud started for the Argentine Republic 
to buy the horse, while Mr, Macdonough 
utilized the cable, and the New Yorker 
arrived in Buenos Ayres only to find 
that an agent of his countryman had 
bought the horse for $150,000. Mr. Reed 
is a philosopher, and here is where liis 
philosophy came in with a vengeance, 
t pou liis return to New York The Sun
r porter was consoling him for having 
his long journey, for nothing.
t “N,eJervml“,<!’ my: boy; *t’s probably all 
for the best.” J

That was Mr., Reed’s view of the situa- 
tiou and it now happens that the owner 
o Thorn and St. Blaise and the breeder 
of Dobbins was in the right. Philosophy 
is a great thing, and Charles.. .. , Reed is
the chief exponent of the doctrine in the 
ranks of turfmen. It was Mr. Reed who 
was awakened in the dead of night ut 
his Tennessee farm u- year or so
and informed that a stable containing 
many brood mares had been struck 
lightning and was burning up.

“Which barn is it?” he asked.

by

Much Snow in the Cres
cent City."X'

backing the favorites.
a Interesting Facts As to the 

Results.

led “Reminiscences of Early Governors.” 
I heard long ago that this noble veteran 
was preparing such- a, work, and I think 
he has shown a very useful and practical 
way of giving it to the publia iifet of 
all through the pages of this magazine. 
In his present paper Mr. Robinson tells 
us about Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
left panada in -1828, and mightily enter
taining are the reminiscences, which, it. 
is needless to say, have a characteristi
cally manly ring about them. Dearly 
should I like to copy some of them here, 
except for two things, first, that to do 
so would be to rob the magazine, which 
I trust will go on aud prosper; and, 
secondly, because I have not space. My 
readers will dp well if they run aud read 
for themselves. Other excellent and ap
propriate articles, all aptly illustrat
ed, are: “Golf in Canada,” by Charles 
Hunter (first paper); “Yachting on Lake 
Ontario,” by William 0. Phillips; 
“Hockey," by W. A. H. Kerr and “The 
Pot Hunt at Port Charity,” by George- 
ff. Orr, once an industrious writer on 
bicycling in The Mail. “With the Clubs,” 
an account of sundry sporting happen-, 
ings, is admirably compiled, while capi
tal articles under the headings of “Van
ity vs. Insanity,” by Charles P. Dwight; 
“3000 Leagues o’er Laud and Sea,” by 
Arry; “Recollections of a Queen’s Mes- 
enger," by G. Dramatic news, poetry, 
an admirably conducted military depart
ment, lend both variety aud spice to The 
Life.
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An hotel at Tampa Bay, Fla., keeps a 
register of the bags of game secured by 
its guests. Plover, quail, snipe, ducks, 
wild pigeons, jacksnipe, squirrels, butter 
snipe, rabbits and other birds and ani
mals are numerous. According to an 
entry qn Jan. 4 last, Mr. and Mrs. G. 
W. Bergner of Philadelphia killed, 283 
snipe anil plover, one jcllowlcg, two wil- 
let and one duck. Their Teeord for the 
first 26 days of January, out of which 
they did 10 days’ shooting, footed up a 
grand total slaughter of 1655 birds, in 
addition to which were animals fi 
squirrel to deer. And these are the peo
ple who denounce Britishers for their 
butchery of game on their preserves. If 
Mr. and Mrs. Bergner killed 1665 birds 
in 16 days, there Is a chance that in 
their wild state a 'quarter as many mors 
got away wounded. It is rare, indeed, 
for a wounded bird to get away’on an 
English estate. This is proven by the 
fact that their bags rarely show a bird 
that has been shut twice.

* * »
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Le Valo; a French cycling journal, 
eerte that It has received a dispatch from 
reliable sources, proving that Lenz, the 
plucky young Pittsburg lad sent 
voyage round the world by the maga
zine Outing, was killed by Kurds, near 
Erseroum. This is near the point Lens 
was last heard from on May 7,1894.
The sad. news has long been expected by 
his friends. They are loth to believe it 
true, but the long-continued absence of 
the young man is against their faint 
hopes that he may bo alive. The search
ing party seat out has pot been heard 
from. They have to travel thousands of 
miles to reach the territory about Er- 
seroum. Lenz had his life ineured for * 
$10,000 in favor of his mother just be
fore he left, and extra efforts will be 
made to discover bis late, owing to the 
iusurance company’s unwillingness to 
pay the amount -called for by the policy 
until hie death is no longer a matter of 
.doubt. Outing, too, will send an expedi
tion into Asiatic Europe to look for their 
correspondent.
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“Baseball is going to boom in Toron
to,” said Manager Charlie Maddock to 
your humble servant the other day* 
“Some people," said he, “thought we 
were going to establish a kindergarten; 
we are going to do nothing of the kind. 
We, are going to have a bang-up, slap-up 
first-class team, Mr. Peter Ryan, our 
president, has been most generous in 
putting out hie money, and if the ten 
players I have already engaged don't 
come np to expectations, don’t fulfil 
their promises, it will be their fault, 
not mine or the club’s. If they fail to 
give satisfaction there will be no monkey 
business about it, but they will just be 
sent to the rightabout in double-quick 
time aud better men engaged in their 
places. We are bound to give the pub
lic a first-class article of ball, and when 
the end of September comes around you 
can bet your last dollar we shall not 
be at the bottom oi the list.” So say
ing the genial veteran, who will do all 
he cap to encourage home player», but 
not at the expense of efficiency, passed
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Wallace Bess al Glasgow.
The New Brunawicker made his ads 

vent at Glasgow to fulfil an engages 
ment as swordsman and fencing expert) 
at the Scotia Music Hall, Stockwell- - 
ptreetk There are not many rowers and 
•cullers in the city of the Clyde when 
one considers the facilities offered foe 
practice, but the brethren of the oar 
turned out en masse to welcome the man 
of whom they had heard so much, and 
the fraternising» were of the happiest 
possible description. Roes, by hie modest 
demeanor and natural unaffectedness,, 
soon was established a favorite, and, at 
the request of a few of the leading 
spirits, visited the boathouses of the 
Clyde, Clydesdale, City of Glasgow, Car- 
rick and Trades rowing clubs. He
gave a display of his sculling
styles in long and short shells, 
and also took an oar in one ot 
the crew’s four-oared jollyboatsX Hav
ing wired to Newcastle lor his water 
shoes, he had them sent on to Glasgow, 
and on Wednesday, shortly alter mid
day, walked down the middle of the 
stream from St. Andrew’s Suspension 
Bridge at the Glasgow Humane Society. 
(House, under the Albert and railway 
bridges, and finished at Victoria Bridges 
It is computed that between 60,000 and 
70,000 persons crowded the sides of the 
river along 
plucky walk, 
as nearly as possible one mile, and the 
time taken 89 minutes. On Saturday al 
regatta was organized in honor of Walt» 
ace Ross, and three clubs were rep re, 
sented in the races, which were scratch 
fours, the final of which was won by 
Colin C. McIntyre, John Caskin, Alex Mc
Kenzie and H. C. Campbell (stroke). Up
wards of 100,000 people assembled, and 
to their (Jplight Ross again donned his 
water shoes and walked amid floating 
ice to the Albert Bridge. In the even 
ing the intrepid oarsman, swordsman 
and water-walker was publicly presented 
on the stage of Scotia Hall with) a cost
ly gold medal and purse of sovereigns 
by the Glasgow rowers. Mr. Tom Dun
can, hon. secretary of the Trades'Club, 
made the presentation, and a great ova
tion greeted the recipient as he advanced 
to return thanks, which he did in a few 
very happy sentences. Ross left Glasgow 

<bx a special train yesterday, tand had 
antenthnsiastic “send off.” He has made 
intifcv friends in Glasgow, Bad has press* 
idP invitartions to return during th« 
season aud row at one of the regattas; 
Mr. Ross opens the Empire Theatre ol 
Varieties this evening.—Newcastle Chron
icle, Jan. 28.
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the route of the cold and 
The distance traversed was

f

A
22 POUND 
ROADSTER 
BICYCLE. *

Absolutely guaranteed to carry • 
lb. rider anywhere that he will ride 
and that WILL DO IT, that’s whal 
the “Eclipse’’ light roadster is, sad 
It’s one ot tbs handsomest wheels 
made as well. Let us show It le yes.

THE ECLIPSE AGENCY,

16 KING-STREET WEST,
TORONTO,

4

!fvery hotly towards tha close of the next essay. Lord George rectified this at the remembrance. I am glad to state 
fourth mile. Experts who saw the event very inefficient plan by an j equestrian that Arthur has obtained a Very good 
say it was a glorious contest, that Clara trigger of ,his own invention, viz., thi| engagement to ride in Austria next sea- j Jj
K. won entirely on her ability and; that (iew o*t all TiuVjocbl-on ^hota'they were "p“ his‘ r^idcnce at ^"otiz-^Here I may 
Charlie C. was simply dead beat. They to fix their undivided attention and to state another remarkable fact in con- j
also hint at a combination between ‘go V without fail, on paiu of a pecuniary neetion with this really fine horseman. Having undertaken to run a general Johnnie Golddust, Joe W. and Charlie fine on seeing the color dropped in Herides several holes, longer, on one a, de | ^ertakun run a^ general
C that was overthrown The time frollt- Th® main duty rested with the than the other. Yet no man hae a , "1’CT column, I, Chips, the Carpenter, 
ii«77t i. , . U noble chief In getting thei horses in line, stronger seat. To some of your read- , do invito one and all to send me in such
l^.Uo 1-^, which constitutes a worlds j a mttlll0euvrc ^ accomplished by great era, who, when in the saddle, may not j noten of news and sporting stories from
record, was all the more wonderful be- j patience and occasionally walking them» be able to get their proper length,, one i time
cause that, unlike the majority of ice backwards and forwards, till assured on leather appearing longer than the other, -
races, it was trotted over a recognised hie own part that they weere so, ‘when thief fact may be edifying* an may eac i Owing to G. W. Orton’s wonderful
association mile track. It is hardly to , each ! running, says The Boston Herald, Har-

be wondered at that both the clever driv-! ju sjgllal to tte raan* ahead to do the side? How many, indeed, have legs of vard Lmversity took a back seat from 
er and the owner were greatly elated same; when, if the. jockey» were disposed equal length? On such points Arthur the University of Pennsylvania, in the

to act at all fairly, or a horse was not Hall discourses with the eloquence of an , indoor team race at Boston on Satur- 
a false start was next ancient bard.” day night last. In a rink invitatibn

Orton tied with C. H. Kilpatrick of the 
University of the city of New York. 
Orton waited too long. He imagined he 
held Kilpatrick safe and only found out 
his mistake as he breasted the worsted.

[Ill sort? of spurt]
to time as they may see fit.

over the success of the handsome, game 
and fleet-footed Clara. It is a clear case 
of one more good thing gone wrong.

Constitutional amendment in New York 
State, or no ameuduieut, there promises 
to be plenty of racing in the United 
States in the year of grace 1896. From 
the opening of the regular season at 
Little Rock, Ark., on April 1, to June 30 
—about 76 racing days—14 tracks, with 
the few minor courses in operation, will 
contribute over $1,200,000 iu stakes and 
purses. Among the clubs, the St. Louis 
Fair Association shows up in a most 
liberal and conspicuous light with its 
$160,000 in stakes and purses, 
are shown in the order or date the 
meetings and their stakes aud purse offer
ings :

especially restive, a false start was next 
to impossible. On this occasion the im
mense field bounded off at tihe first sig
nal, notwithstanding it was Sotd 
George's first essay, like a charge of 
veteran Mamelukes.

“The countless throng cheered the , , _. „ ..., „
gallant starter with deafening shouts of "ere fnade breeds. 1 he English t 
delight aud admiration, and cheered oughbred was also a made breed, they

6 ............ ... might have been kept longer pure than
any of their other breeds, but that did 
not alter the fact that in their early 
history the blood of the Arabian and the 

freely used in conjunction 
with the blood of the native horses. The 
present position of the thoroughbred 
bree4 was this, that iu it they could find 
some of the best, aud possibly some of 
the worst, horses in the world. There 
was no horse likely to be more unsound, 
if he were unsound, than a thoroughbred, 
and iu this fact lay a serious question for 
breeders. The stud-book had long beeu 
kept so very close that unless a horse 
was closely registered on both sides he 
had no chance of being admitted Into 
it. The result was that, although there 
were undoubtedly many first-class horses 
within the stud-book, yet there were a 
large number of equally good and sound 
horses without it, which, iu the absence 
of registration,were not really entitled to 
be called thoroughbreds at all. It was 
a question for breeders 
time had not come
ought to be done to bring these horses 
within the stud-book, and thus give 
them the status which they were well 
entitled to enjoy. The value 
thoroughbred lay in the severe strain he 
was able to stand, and without abso
lute soundness aud plenty of stamina 
that quality could not be expected to 
be maintained. While the thoroughbred 
held the field as a galloping horse, the 
Hackney was their principal pacing 
horse. The Hackney w as of a different 
type altogether from the thoroughbred. 
He was generally rounder made, with 
much higher and showier knee action. 
If there was one thing a thoroughbred 
man did hot like it was a Hackney. The 
latter, however, was unequalled for cer
tain purposes.- He was docile to a de- 

very showy in movement, and a 
Some maintained 

that the 'Hackney was an older breed 
than the thoroughbred, and

was an old Norfolk 
breed of Cobs, the origin of which was 

iu the mists of antiquity. . Many 
of the best modern Hackneys had, how
ever, thoroughbred blood in their veins, 
and this rather went to disprove the 
older-age theory. There could be no 
doubt whatever as to the merits and 
value of a high-class hackney. A good 
one could always be sold to good ad
vantage. It was the misfits, the se
condary sorts, which were most diffi
cult to dispose of advantageously, tind 
unless breeders could find a suitable 
market for the class, it wras a serious 
obstacle in the way of successful breed
ing. Could misfits be successfully used 
for cab wrork, or were they suited for 
tlsrlight general purpose w*ork now so 
general iu towns ? He did not presume 
to answer these questions, but they they 

undoubtedly the questions which 
Hackney breeders would have to face, 
for it was only a comparatively few that 
could" afford to breed altogether for 
fancy.

The Tborougltbrede, ‘Wa le Breed. •
In a recent address in Glasgow, 

Scotland, Mr. Macnellage made the fol
lowing remarks : “It was a noteworthy 
fact that the best of their modern breeds

delight aud admiration, 
again, as taking Off his hat ànd bowing 
in acknowledgment, the handsome fel
low mounted his back and cantered 
down the course.’•

The latest method suggested for en
forcing the amateur definition among 
cyclist, is that the executive of the Nat
ional Cyclists Lniou in England shall 
proceed at law against any rider who 
shall accept a prize as an amateur, and 
who can be proved to have cufriuged the 
rules governing amateurism. This, it 
appears, is the outreome of the failure 
to pass “the two £ lassas amateurs*’ 
scheme last mouth. The proof will be 
difficult to ontaiu, even though the Un
ion, rather than the body from which the 
pseudo-amateur obtains his prize prose
cutes the rider for securing an award 
under fajbe pretences.

Barb was
3 STICK V LK<'H A S tC yo Mfiip.

A Famous English €r#ss<<’oqntrv Rider
Narrates Some Interesting Experience*.
The' following delightful steeplechase 

russip is taken from Rapier’s columns in 
The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic 
News :

“ You will remember,” w'rit^s an Epsom 
correspondent, “ that when the Prince 
of Wales owned steeplechase horses, they 

trained here by the latej John Jones, 
who, I need hardly say, was extremely 
proud of this royal patronage. Iu com- 
pan)' with Lord Marcus Beresford aud 
a few other friends the Prince often came 
here, to see his jumpers perform, aud used 
to drive to Tadworth to watch them 
gallop over the steeplechase course. This 
iu variably appeared to afford him the 
greatest ainusemeut; he seemed sorry 
W'hen there were no more horses to be 
galloped or jumped. The favorite jockey 
of th? Prince, oi Wales was Arthur Hall, j 
then' attached to Joues’ stable, for whose 
patrons he rode many winners, 
six years ago Hall received a good offer 
to go to Germany to train and, ride, and 
accordingly he settled With' his family 
at Hoppegurten, believing that he would 
be able to make more mqneyi there than 
iu this country. I am ideased to say that 
hope has beeu realized, for ;iu a recent 
conversation with Hall, who has beeu 
over to see * the old folks ait home,’ ho 
informed me that he has 11O reason to 
complain of the mauuer iu which he has 
bbeeu treated by the Teutons.. He lias 
trained aud ridden many 
Germany, and the two 
with him from this country—Vivacious 
and Hatlew’ood—wvre very successful. 
The former, though without! any great 
turu of speed? was a graud jstayer, aud 
will be remembered iu this country as 
having on two occasions won the three- 
mile vbardle race at Saodown.j In connec
tion with this race I may tÿe pardoned 
for relating a somewhat peculiar inci
dent. Une morning—about six years ago 
—I was on th? Downs-with some horses, 
and Arthur, who was riding Vivacious, 
said she would probably winl the hurdle 
race just mentioned. I replietj, trying to 
be funny, that she might do so if started 
early the previous evening, for I knew 
nothing^of the mare then, s|iid „to look 
at she was more like a hunter than a 
race horse. ‘ Have a ride on her,’ said 
Arthur, ‘ we are just f£°ing f;hree miles.' 
So up I got and oîf wé started. I don’t 
think that I was ever much more sur
prised in my life. For the first half ol 
that gallop Vivacious lihver! seemed to 
be going at all, but after about a mile 
and a. half she began to take hold in 
real earnest and 4 ran ira. |'in quite a re
markable manner. Befo(^ the .end of the 
journey she had got theqol.all stone beat, 
mo included, aud when w6 pulled up my 
arms were so'stiff and sore tjiat it took 
me some time to straighten them. 4 Made 
you blow, eh !’ said Arthur., 4 What do 
you think of her ?’ Well, I was too fa
tigued at the time to exprejss fully, all 
the sentiments that were, just then agi
tating my jiniud; but eyç.r afterwards I 
had; a most cordial admiration for Viva
cious, though uot so keen io ride» her 
long gallop, aud, what is more to my 
credit, when she won at Sandown I wras 
able to do a little profitable^ 4 nodding ' 
with a bookmaker, who now says, quite 
brutally, 4 no brass, old man! no bat.’

Below

Track 9. AmtsAmts. Tracks.
Snn Francisco....Si05,000 Hawthorne....$1 58.500 
Miscellaneous.... 75.000 Louisville...... 6M<U
Excess.................... 60,000 Harlem............  Ü25.000
Little Rock........... 13.600 Laterals............. 98.070
Nashville 1RO.OCO Oakley.............. 107,600
Memphlw ,, „.... 57.000 Ht. Louis.......... 150.000
Lexington........ 21,5150 Detroit.............. 46,500

wTere
Iu last Sunday’s World an English cor

respondent told about the skating mania 
that has recently sprung up in London 
among the smart people of that insig
nificant village. He did uot say, how
ever, that the most fashionable time for 
skating, just as it is for visiting 
“Zoo, * is Sunday afternoons. The pub
lic rinks find their most aristocratic pat
ronage at that time, when, the general 
public being excluded, it is possible to 
secure entrance by invitation from the 
Directors. The Duchess of Manchester, 
Mrs. Ronalds, and other Americans, are 
among the most accomplished skatefs. 
Gowns worn by the womeu on a recent 
Sunday, a visitor to Europe tells me, 
were most fetching, black, with dia
monds, blue velvet aud silver, and doth 
and sable being some of the combina
tions. The ice is produced by artificial 
methods,, so' that weather is no consider
ation, anü email rooms adjoin the rink, 
where the^obiquitous “tea” is served, 
with more1 or less substantial acces
sories.

...............$1.224,150Total...... *.......
The Detroit Driving "Club, although it the

whether the 
wiieu somethingwill be their first year with the run

ners, propose to do everything up iu 
first-class style. At a meetiug held last 
week the following officers were elected: 
Daniel J. Campau, president; George M. 
Vail, vice-president; Fred T. Moran, 
treasurer, and P. M. Campbell, secretary* 
It/ was decided to build 200 new stables 
for the use of the trotters aud runners 
and to get at the work of fixing up the 
track as soup as it could be doue. The 
success of the initial running meetiug iu 
Juue next is assured, 543 entries having 
been received already from s the best 
stables in the United States. The result 
will be apt to encourage other trottiug 
associations to add a running meetiug 
to their annual program.

of the
About

good
horsi

winners in 
es he took At Murphysboro, III., recently a “fake” 

footrunuer got his deserts for a change. 
That is, he would have got them, if ho 
hadn’t been able to put hi* pedestrian 
ability to better speed than he had ever 
done before, and to have outrun the 
law. His natne was given as Samuel 
Does, aud, after being sentenced to five 
years, he. was takeu to jail. He asked 
to see a woman whom he claimed was 
bis wife. While the jailer stepped out 
Dose jumped through a side window, 
mounted a horse, aud rode away at 
breakneck speed. The deputies followed 
quickly, but at last reports had failed 
to catch, him. Doss is wanted at several 
places in Missouri and Illinois. He is a 
tall man with dark complexion and 
mustache and black hair, A hundred 
dollars reward is offered for his capture. 
The Murphysboro’ chief of police has a 
photograph aud description oi the man.

gree, very snowy il 
splendid park horse.

It is prophesied that more money will 
be put into trottiug races this year 
thau ever before. Iu spite of the report 
that Charter Oak Park, Hartford, Couu., 
lost $10,000 last year owing to the 
fact that no pooisvlliug or betting was 
allowed, Buffalo, Rochester aud other 
places ^propose to give meetings as usual 
and to hang up liberal purses. Neither 
Hamilton nor Windsor has been takeu 
into the Grand Circuit, but it seems to 
me they could both have been most con
veniently included. No change of dates 
would have been uecessary, as Hamilton 
would have come in nicely before Wind
sor and Windsor before Saginaw, as will 
be seen by the following schedule, which 
has already been decided upon respec- 
ively by the Hamilton aud Windsor as
sociations and by the stewards of the 
Grand Circuit :
Hamilton....... . ......June 29, July 1, 2, 3
Windsor... ... ...July 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
Saginaw......... July 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20
Detroit............July 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27
Cleveland......... July 29, 80, 31, Aug. 1, 2
Buffalo...................................August 6 to 16
Fleetwood Pk, N.Y.Aug. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 

The result of including Hamilton and 
Windsor in the Grand Circuit would have 
been to give prestige to those two places 
as trotting centres, to encourage 
sport in Canada, and to strengthen the 
circuit itself, considering the blow dealt 
it Jjy the antii-gambliug amendment.'

uneven 
doubtedly there

lost

I1 am told that au attempt will be 
made at Rosedale during the next season 
to play a game called polo oa bicycles. 
The ball will be of solid rubber about 
the size oi a lacrosse ball, aud there 
will be six wheelmen a side, two in goal 
aud ten iu the field. The sticks will be 
something after tiiu fashion of golf sticks 
with etiffer aud thicker nandles, The 
object will be to put the ball between 
two flagstaffs, as in lacrosse, but the 
flagstaff» will be only four feet high. 
The goals will :ba a hundred yards apart. 
The goal-keeper will be the only player 
allowed to dismount, aud he only when 
in his position. He. will be at liberty 
to stop the ball iu any way he can. 
A suggestion has been made to furnish 
him with a lacrosse stick. A game was 
played recently somewhat after the 
fashion here haltingly described at the 
Clermont-avenue Rink, Brooklyn. A 
gentleman who saw the affair says that 
it was. decidedly interesting. Only* three 
men. a side played, however. The goals 
were marked as is done in rink polo, 
except that there were no nets. My 
friend says the ball* used was a rubber- 
covered affair, about, two-thirds as large 
as- a baseball, aud the polo sticks are 
like those used by the roller-skatiug 
polo-players. The ball was placed in 
the centre of the hall, with the teams 
lined up at opposite ends of the build- 
inmg. On the referee blowing his whistle, 
the respective captains rushed forward. 
The game was uot scientific, there ap
parently being no permanent goal-keep
er aud goals being scored at haphazard. 
The play, in fact, was all attack and 
no defence. Goals were scored at the 
rate of one miuutc, so fast, iu fact, that 
no taiy was kept of them. There was 
au uttsfr absence of team work. Falls 

entiful, but uobody was injured.

were

LINES IN PL • NS A NT FLACKS.

On the Ice
When the sun was shining brightly,
When the world was gleaming whitely, 
And Jack Frost held Nature tightly 

In a vice,
It was joy supreme, though fleeting, 
Fair Amanda to be greeting,
When the country side was meeting 

On the ice !
Happy he whom smile the Fates on, 
Whom they chower tete-a-tetes on, 
How' I used to whip her skates on 

In a trice I
And, as off xve’d skim crpss-jianded, 
Leaving all my rivals stranded,
1 was glad, to be quite candid,

On the ice !
How we gave evasive answers,
When they praised our skill as dancers, 
And to skate a set of lancers 

Would entice ;
How we thought them crude and 

44 crocky
Loving pairs to try and jockey 
Into wild delights of hockey 

On the ice !
To the figure skating shilling 
Snug inclosure we were willing 
To subscribe—’twas cheap but thrilling 

At the price ;
Yet the busy scandal-riggers 
With sarcastic little sniggers 
Talked of pêople “cutting figuresM 

On the ice I

the

Two bills are before the New York 
Legislature that have the backing of 
prominent turfmen and racing associa
tions. The first legalizes % racing withr 
out the accompaniment of bettiug. This 
will be only a preliminary step, aud 
will be followed by the introduction of 
a concurrent resolution so to amend the 
constitution of the state as to rescind 
the anti-gambliug amendment so far as 
it affects bettiug on the inclosed grounds 
of racing associations proper. This would 

that the matter would have to

“ In conversation, Arthur Hall is one 
of the most amusing of the jockeys, and 
his ’chasing stories are very funny. I 
like to hear him talk about old Magic. 
This, it will be remembered, was a fair
ly useful horse belonging to the Prince 
of Wales, and his chief characteristic wras 
thatl he was a tremendous puller- Arthur 
used to ride him in his gallops at home, 
aud on one occasion, when .he; was giving 
him a 4 school ’ at Tadworth, the horse 
came a fearful purler at the drop fence;
I thought they would never stop rolling. 
When' we picked him up Arthur was hap
pily none the worse for his revolutions, 
butvjemarked that towards the. last they 
were becoming monotonous, and that he 
was pleased when he was permitted to 
sit dow n. This was the only time, I be
lieve, that Magic ever fell W'hile he was 
trained here, and Hall . attributed ' this 
mischance to the fact that when he was 
racing at the drop fence thei horse saw 
some of his stable companions walkiug 
about in the next field, thus having his 
attention diverted fronl the work in baud 
at a critical moment. No joqkey has had 
more varied and curious experiences than 
Arthur Hall. He wrent into the stables 
when quite young, aud rode on the flat

lightweight with consijderable suc
cess. He rode Macbeth iu the Cambridge
shire at about 6 stone;, and Chimney 
Sweep in the Sefton Steeplechase at about
II stone (I W'rite without the book) in 
the same year, and so far as I know 
that is a good record. In 1 connection 
W'ith the last-mentioned race, Arthur tells 
oue of his numerous ' g<bod stories. 41 
was,' he said, 4 rattling old Chimney 
Sw'eep along—kid-like, you kuow, really 
eu joying the leppiug—and I suppose at 
one of the fences I, must have bustled 
him1 a bit too much, for he hit the rail

hard and shot me on to his head*

mean
be again submitted to a rote of the
people.

POP.

A NOBIiE STARTER.
Lord George Beatlnck's Plan For Sending 

a Field of Morses on Their Way.
One witoo knew Lord George Bentinek 

well has left the following graphic por
trait of his personal appearance when he 

At tlhid height of his fame* as A

were
Polo ok,wheels may aud may not become 
popular, for the game is bound to be 
destructive to bicycle*, as well as pain
ful to the riders, who, of necessity\ fall 
around in most ludicrous fashiou, but it 
is certain that only export aud sturdy 
men should play it. I must confess that 
I don’t see why some kind of a ball 
game should not be possible on wheels. 
It would certainly add zest to a bicycle 
meet and give riders fine practice in 
feats of riding, quickucss and endur-

was
sportsman ;

“A tall, high-bred man, w'ith an air 
peculiarly his own, so distinguished, yet 
so essentially of the country did he seem, 

among tilae galaxy of patrician 
was congre-

4,
as a

\

even
sportsmen with whom he 
gated. He had all the eye aud com
plexion of the purei Saxou, and the inde
scribable boon of thee air noble to perfec
tion. His dress at this time greatly added 
to the charms of hie appearance. Dress
ed in buckskin breeches—none of your 
Norway does or West Riding imitations, 
i>n the hides of his own stags—with ex
quisitely made boots of the true ortho
dox length and antique coloring in top; 
a buff waistcoat and reddish .brown 

reasted coat, ornamented with 
the Jockey Club; a quiet

ance.mi
Another innovation tiiaft' I hear is like

ly to be introduced to Torontonians dur
ing the coming year is the Aseociatibn 
football net as used at the goals in 
England. It is au affair stretched from 
the top of the poles and about three 
feet deep, formiug a complete alcove 
and preventing any possible dispute as 
to game. I have often thought a similar 
kind of affair could advantageously be 
used in lacrosse, aud I think so1 yet. Pre
sident Suckling, be up with the times and 
give the thing, a trial.

.,v
hvery

He went on just as though nothing had 
happened, but I could not get back, and 
was wriggling about his ears, greatly 
disgusted with myself. THeuj who should 
come up but Robert I Anson, who was 
riding in the race, uuti he 4aid, * What 
are you doiug there, Arthur, my lad ? 
Come back in your place.” And’ he put 
me* back iu my. saddle as comfortably as 
you please.’ That anecdote, I think, is 
very characteristic of TAusou, wrho was 
one of the best cross-country jockeys 
that ever appeared iu the pigskin. vDid 
you w in, Arthur,’ I asked, ]44 after you 
had bsen placed iu the proper position 
again?’ 4 No/ I. did not winy, he replied, 
but I did uot -fall off, 41 think Ï 
should certainly have “ come to ” if good 
old Bob had not don? me tl&jt good t\rn.’ 
Many of the steeplechase jockeys now rid
ing would have pushed théi boy on" and 
thought they had done so<le|thiug clever.

urn

'XMi
'double*! 
the buttons of 
beaver, placed neither at a right angle 
nor vet a left, but in the juste milieu 
ol gentlemanly taste, on a well-formed 
head of auburn hair, with large whiskers 
of the earne color; a starting-flag iu hie 
baud, aud followed by eight-aud-tweuty 
racehorses, stepping like a troop of old 

_ iconis bearing u. tulip bed aloft—so 
brilliantly sboue the silken jackets of the 
riders iu the suu—the observed of a hun
dred thousand eyeo, Lord George Beu- 
tiuck as steward of tie races, undertook 
to start the immense field for the ’Great 
Yorkshire Handicap' on a plan of his 
own special invention.

“Hie lordship's pian for starting horses 
ill a race was as simple as effectual, 
aud was carried out iu this wise. In the 
first place, it needed a starter whom the 
jocks, instead of daring to disobey, had, 
as iu their feeliugs towards Lord George, 
uu enthusiastic desire to please; hence 
he undertook to illustrate his own moue 
of securing the horses aud the public fiom 
the ever-occurring disappointment of a 
false start, and, flag iu hand, marched lm 
the vau of the quivering phalanx, quite 
unattended, to the starting PlaÇe ™ the 
noble course of Doncaster, iu lull vjew 
of the tens of thousands, regarding him 
with admiration from the grand stand 
and the rising part of the ground.

“Hitherto the functionary who bad 
performed the office of 
after doing his best, or rather his worst, 
to put the horses in line, simply ordered 
the jockeys to ’go!’ as frequently having 
to recall them by u distant signal, after 
they had galloped over three parts of the 
distance, by reason of some obstinate 
brute-man or horse-refnsiug to obey 
the order aud remaining fresh lor the

>All my heart, as I would hold her 
Little hands in raine^ a-smoulder-^ 
’Twas a fact I nearly told her 

Once or twice :
But, each time, what put a stopper 
On my declaration proper 
Was a sweet and timely cropper 

On the ice !
Then the thaw came. Oh, the bother 1 
Uh, the words we had to smother ! 
Ne'er again we’ll find each other 

Half eo nice :
Now Amanda ’a always seizing 
Opportunities of teasing ;
Oh, she wasn't hall so “

On the ice !

After a delay of three or four week» 
caused by the fire which destroyed the 
Brough Printing Co.’s establishment ae 
well us The Globe Building, the Febru
ary number of Athletic Life hae made 
its appearance. Although many cuts 
aud several articles in manuscript were 
destroyed the magazine is w'ell up to the 
high standard set at fir»t. 1 unhesitat
ingly say thatI it is the best yearly dol
lar’s worth of class reading burnished in 
Canada. The principle article iu the 
February number is “Fencing,'' by that 
splendid exponent- of the supple art, Prof. 
R. B. Malchieu. The article is capitally 
illustrated with portraits of local play
ers with the foil and the championship 
team of the New York Athletic Club, of 
which, somewhat appropriately me* 
thinks three of the four members are 

Prof. Malchieu naturally

freezing ’(

“ 1 could cosaip on foreVSfj about jock , , The '■arke
that Try" rïghtW,'you wm| ^ot “S time ‘Igoa^but^it wj" b.mr repeating.

$u.*sk f’.t'sw: îiï".
lid's in affords' soSe'UfblJ intidLtt vaaea "Hi milt aurteut'* nT valuable 

and he remembers them all. At n meeting plates, teacups and saucers, explaining 
iu Germany, he todl me, on of the in- the different marks atamped^thereou. 
terestiug obstacles they had to race over Presently along came the nurse, bnng- 
was the trunk of a big treei ’ My joker Ing the children to participate in the 
tried to climb it. of course, ! said Arthur, deasert. Now, one of the guests was a 
and wb-u we fell we seemed to have lady, young, and uot yet married, but 

- from the topmost bough. Somehow remarkably fond of children. And ahe 
or other I found myself on his back when gathered up the youngest child and kissed 
we were in motion again, but oue of it and fondled it, and n.,ked its chiua- 
mv feet had gone right tbrongh the iron, doting parent bow old it was. 
which was almost up to my knee,' and He, thinking more about hts bric-a- 
there stuck fast. You may be sure I brae and teacups and saucers, made an- 
did not go much farther, for there was ewer: ......
another tree or two to climb, and I was “Dear me, I really forget, but if)ou 
not taking any more.’ Here he chuckled turn it up you’ll find the mark.

surgeons.
waxes very enthusiastic over hie art and 
I can quite understand, as oue who hae 
handled the foils ever so little, that it 
is a most excellent pastime for the 
strengthening of the nerves, the cultiva
tion of grace and agility, and the de
velopment of perception; as regards both 
men aud women. Mr. Malcbien's article 
should be widely read and should be the 
means of securing a number of recruits 
for the Toronto Fencing Club, with its 
admirable quarters and facilities in the 
handsome Toronto Athletic Club build
ing. - A' particularly charming pa lier in 
the February number of Athletic Life is 
the first of a series to be written by 
the Hon. John Beverley Robinson, eutit-

come

; «5»

I

“The frame barn."
“It might have, been worse had it been 

the brick. It can’t be helped any way," 
and, turning over,! the modern disciple of 
Plato was snoring' iu a moment.

It now appears that before Ormonde 
left England he was proved sterile, Best 
Man, said to be by him, really being 
by Melton. In the light of this state, 
ment it appears pretty plain that both 
John Porter and the Duke of Westminster 
thoroughly knew what they were about 
when they “let the horse of the century” 
go to Buenos Ayres. They certainly 
were in a position to stand with philo
sophy the abuse that was heaped upon 
them. The Buenos Ayrean must also 
have become aware of the sterility of 
the horse and how he must have chuckled 
when Mr, Maedonougli's cable with its 
$150,000 bid came to hand. The his
tory of Ormonde would seem to show 
that American turfmen have not yet 
quite got all the knowledge to them
selves.

Nine thousand people attended a meet
ing of the Sporting League in Sheffield. 
It is estimated that the membership of 
the league is already, a quarter ol a 
million strong, although some of the 
warmest adherents ol racing, for one 
reason and another, are standing aloof 
from the organization. Mr. W. B. Fasig, 
formerly manager of the Cleveland Driv
ing Park, and now manager of the trot
ting department of Tqttersall’s in Am
erica, thinks the time hae come for the 
forming of such a league in America,, 
and proposes to take the initiative him
self. l

The indisposition of President Hen- 
drie has interfered somewhat with the 
publication of the book program of the 
Ontario, Hamilton aud Windsor Jockey 
Clubs, but it is expected it will be 
out next week. So far as the O.J.C. is 
concerned there will be little change from 
last year, except as regards the Red 
Coat races, which are reduced In value.

“Pegasus” writes : “ I have made a 
bet that Her Majesty the Queen attend
ed races after she ascended the throne." 
I am exceedingly pleased to inform 
“Pegasus” that he wins hands down. 
During the lifetime ol the Prince Con
sort Her Majesty, rarely missed an Ascot 
meeting and was a frequent attendant 
at other race courses. One particular oc
casion that my reading recalls to me 
was in 1840, when Lord George Ben- 
tinck’s great mare Crucifix won the 
Oaks at Epsom, Her Majesty and her 
royal spouse were present in that year 
on both the Derby aud Oaks days. And 
an hour was wasted iu getting thie fillies 
off, there being sixteen false starts 1

The Bel-Air Jockey Club of Montreal 
is promptly on time with its program 
for the summer meeting on June 13, 14 
and 15. About $4000 ie given in added 
money and purses, spread over fifteen 
races, five each day. The club will 
probably give a two-day meeting 
extra, as usual, on June 29 and July 1.

A gentleman in this city who has a 
great fancy lor securing a stallion by 
Hermit sent, over the water recently to 
enquire as to the price of Edward the 
Confessor, who is now eighteen years 
old. The owner asked £300 lor him, but 
the gentleman referred to was advised 
not to buy him, as he looks very old and 
worn, ie over a good bit in front and 
has curby hocks. He was pub up nt auc
tion ou Jan. 28 and bought in for 240 
guineas. A sportiug paper says the 
horse carried his age well and wonld, 
judging by appearances, make a good 
country stallion. Edward the Confessor 
is half brother to Col. Strathy's Derby 
winner George Frederick, beiug out of 
Princess of Wales, a daughter of 
Stockwell.

The report that the Duke of Portland 
has bought Carbine for $65,000 is con
firmed. He is on his way to England 
now. The British sporting papers are 
very exultant over the purchase and 
unanimously declare he is a bargain. 
Even as a race horse one paper says he 
was the equal of Ormonde. It is stated 
that the Duke makes £30,000 annually 
out of his stud farm. Taking into con
sideration the sale of Ormonde and the 
operations of his grace of Portland it 
does not appear that even English dukes 
are altogether in racing for their illus
trious health.

When Richard Ten Broeck was cam
paigning his horses in Eguland, Ad
miral Rous sent the followiug note to 
the Clerk of the Course at Doncaster :

“ The members of the Jockey Club wish 
to know why the American flag is 
hoisted over a Doncaster stand unless 
the building is mortgaged to the United 
States.—(Signed) H. J. Rous.”

The resurrection of this note causes a 
discurser on the illusiveness of the time 
test in England to remark :

“ We are on better terms with, our 
American cousius now than we were in 
the days when Mr. Ten Broeck ran horses 
here. Dickens lampooned Yankee 
ners aud customs, aud the Civil W ar 
raged across the Atlantic, and il the Am
erican horse Dobbius were to win the 
Chester Cup, for which he is entered this 
spring, we should not mind runping up 
the ‘Stars aud Stripes' on the Iioodee 
stand, aud the victory oi Dobbins would 
be as heartily, and possibly 
heartily received than the success of an 
English horse. Blood is thicker than 
water, and despite the great ‘herring 
poud ’ that separates us from Ameriea, 
we cannot forget that the American na
tion is mainly built up from Euglieh 
stuck. So if :Dobbius-5good name for a 
horse—it fit -and well enough to carry 
the ‘ all white aud gold tasselled’ cap of 
Mr. Croker first past the post at Cheater, 
he may be sure of a cordial welcome 
when he returns to weigh in.

• • •

man-

more

I ajn told, that the five-mile race on 
the full-mile track of the Hamilton 
Jockey Club on Friday was oue of the 
best aud most stubborn contests

in Canada. Thÿ Baltimore gelding, 
Charlie C„ that won at Ottawa, was 
made a hot favorite, all the knowing 
brigade banking tu a man ou him. Driv
en by Pete Curran he led fop the first 
three miles aud tlieu went all tot pieces 
and finished absolutely last. Curran,

ever
seen

forfeeling hound to make some excuse 
the ignominious collapse of his 
said he hud ent his quarter hoots 
suffered other misfortunes. He had cut 

of his hoots and so had Olara K.,

horse,
and

oue
the gamest little mare in the country, 
hut she went on and won' after/ a hrilli- 

and keen struggle on the lastant race
mile with the veteran Sunday, who came
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