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Nickel Trust Pay

The International Nickel Trust has
been getting off lightly in the way of
taxation. It has cleared, according to
the report of the nj\ckol commission, $31,-
000,000 in’the five years ending Dec. .31,
1915. It has paid in the way of taxes
during this period $160,000, or one-half

Make the

C -

Ontario, 1914, which reads: %ok
ery mine in Ontario, the annual
ts of which exceed $10,000, shall

be liable for, and the owmer, maneger
‘holder, - tenant, lessee, occupier, and
operator of the same shall '
annual tax of three per

the excess of annual p

il ity
S50y Jfiubn
R

| of the Canadian Copper
. dian Copper Co. owns the
Sudbury district, produces
smelts it into matte; then
. sold to the International Nickel
New Jergey. The Ontario tax is
. fore levied upon the net profits of Cana-
dlan Copper Co. instead of the net pro-
fits of the International Nickel Co.
What happens, therefore, is this:
. Canadian Copper sells to Internatiomal
Nickel at so low a rate as to clear only
. & small profit. When the innocent On-
“tario officlal comes round to collect his
. 3 per cent, tax Canadian Copper of-
{ ficlals show a profit so small upon the
| ore output that the 3 per cent. tax yields
& beggarly return of $40,000 per year,
' The reader may ask where the stock-
holders of Canadian Copper get off.'The
anewer is they get off at Constable
. Hook, New Jersey. The Nickel Co. owns
. all the stock of the Canadian Copper
Co,, end they so regulate matters that
the profits are apparently made and
the dividends declared at the refining
" end of the business In the United States,
1t would be interesting, by the way, to
‘ know how much the nickel trust gives
up to the Dominion Government as tax
oh war profits, - :

For many years past the nickel trust
paid into the provinelal treasury as
taxes the flat sum of $40,000 a year.  Of

. counse the profits were not always the
. same, and the 8 per cent. tax should
not haye. always been.the same, but ft
appears that theére was an agreement, or
as Prémfer Hearst prefers to call it, a
s ''tentative arrangement.’ By this ar-
(| rangement, sometimes called the Hearst-
Nesbitt agreement, the provinoce took it
! for granted that §$40,000 a year was about
' the sum the nickel trust ought to pay,
and that sum was collected, However,
during the past year or two no tax what-
‘ ever has been  collected, as the gov-
| ernment wished to be at liberty to re-
Viee . or rescind & the Hesrst-Nesbitt
agreement upon the coming in of the re-
port of the nickel commission,

Hon. Howard Ferguson has. repeatedly
asserted that the province was collecting

j every dollar that could be collected from

, the nickel trust under the Mining Tax
Law of 1907. The law, he wsald, was
strietly enforced, but the province stood
In need of more legislation, The nickel
commnission, however, finds that the law
is all right, but that it has not been pro-
pcrly interpreted.

Ifithe case of minerals like coal, it is
evident. that a royalty tax to be collected
at the pit nfouth is a proper method of
‘taxation: but in the case of copper-nickel
matts, the commission finds that it has
practically no market price, ‘because it
all goes to one refining company. The
commission, therefore, finds that a tax
on net profits was a proper way to make
the nickel trust pay up, but that the pro-
vincial officials allowed themselves to
be hoodwinked. 7

We know that the mine assessor now
claims that he computed the net profits
of the nickel trust upon which it ghould
pay taxes on a 40-20-40"basis. That is.
10 per cemt. of the profits were allocated
Lo the mining départment, 20 per cent. to
the smelting department, and 40 per cent.
to the refining department. What he
should have done, according to the re-
port of the commission, was to take the
value of the refined nickel and assess his
tax upon the profits of the nickel trust
thereon, after deducting the actual cost
of mining, smelting and refining., %

Two years ago The World tried to find
but how much taxes the nickel company
pald, and it could not secure the informa-
ton. It took an order of the houdd to
procure the information required, We,
therefore, suggest that hereafter there
should be no secrecy in the matter of
taxation. Every  taxpayer should know
how much every other taxpayer 1s pay-

ng, and we hope that Finance Minister
White will tell the country how much
the nickel trust is giving up to the Do-
wiinfon treasury,

Of one thing we may be certain, 1¢ The
World had not commenced its 'campaign
Iwo years ago, and prosecuted it vigor-
ously, the nickel trust would have kept

£p
gigie?

on paying 540,000 a ygar as its share of

provineial taxation. Now the govern-
ment promiaas_to make it pay up, and
certainly & round million in back taxes
will be collected without delay, The To-
ronto Mall thinks that even in normal
the Mining Tax Law should be so
amended as to collect from the nicke!
company $260,000 per annum, which s
quite an advance over $40,000.
A newspaper campaign that brings into
'l the government one million doflars in a
lump sum, and increases.its income by

& corporation we could scarcely trust
him 1o g0 vut against her. Corpora-
tlons invite his sympathy and com-
passion, just as other men are warmed
and afttracted by the needs and the
sufferings of people.

His action in the private bills com-
mittee in hurrying to the rescue of
the fair damsel, the Toronto Street
Rallway, which was threatened with
danger by that overbearing tyrant, the
City of Toronbto, was an o ’
of duty, as Col. Lennox views it,
significant of his whole character,
The street car company has been
hending its peopls into cars as the
Germans herd thelr . prisoners into
railway  vans, or wagons, ‘with the
expostitlition. "After 120 care had'been’
state of affairs that was ‘mtolerable.
Two hundred cars weme ordered to be
provided by the company, - :

Col. Lennox's sympathetic theart
ached for the company, and he ran in
a little joker im the bill in committes
to relieve it of the worst of its burden,
mrﬂweawtﬂmtthoﬂnydmum.mm-

reamonable price. Col. Lennox’s heart
is too soft, and his compassion fAows
in the wrong direction.

A Way Out in the Balkans.

There may be a way out of the
Balkan troubles in the Russian pro-
posals. for a federation of republics
with e common forelgn policy. Rumssia,
Finland and Poland are prepared to
adhere to this plan, and the Buyl-
garians, if they were' rid ©of their
Czar TFerdinand, would probably, as
Slavs, be willing to come Into the
federation. We can imagine Serbia
replying to overtures from the Rus-
sian triumvirate, “Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a republican.”
The basis of such an alliance lHes
in the fact that the.people can trust
each other, but rulems, with personal
aims and ampitions, do not end wil
niot. There should be no more fric-
tion between these nations than there
is between the various. states to the
souwth of us, # The main thing to be
observed is that none of the European
states is to. be forced imto anything
objectionable to itself or its people.
These forcible dispositions are not
charactenistic¢ of republics, and freedom
should be able to work out her per-
fect work in southeast Europe,

Autocracy v. Democracy.

Editor World: Prominent members
ol the Liberal-Conservative party are
washing. their uneclean linen thru the
prees. Would it not be more lika
business for them to call a conven-
tion. of. the members of tho party 4n
Toronto and discuss ideals and prin-
ciples and arrange a policy that would
be in the interest of the electorate
and for the benefit of Canada, which
it done would bridge over diffcultiées
that now exist? By so doing the fol-
lowers of sutocracy and those for
Qemocracy could ventilate their views
in the open so that the people could
judge for themselves reagrding whaw
ghcerld be their representatives, This

s given food for thought, and

_pub men who desire to hold on
lacals and principles thut have
done service for half a century may
not be applicable for the re-
quiremonts of today, This city, noted
for’ its churches and colleges of
learning, should have no difficulty in
formulating a policy that would hene-
fit the clectorate of the Dominjon on
democratic lines, so that all autocratic
views could be thrown aside and a

new order of business introduced of
highédr methods,
March 27.

Conservative,

\

ply the cars to the company at al|

DRAYTON AND ACKWORTH
FAVOR NATIONALIZATION

Other Member of Railway Inquiry
Board Holds Different Views.

By a Statf Reporter. :

Ottawa, Mp,rch 27.—~While the re-
port of the commission appointed to
make & survey of the railway situa-
tion in Canada is not yet in the hands of
the government, it is understood that
there will be''a majority ahd a min-
jority report iregarding the question
of - the ‘nationalization of ecorporation
owned railways.

It is believed that Sir Henry Dray-
ton, the Canadian representative on
the board and Mr. Ackworth, the
English representative, favor nation-
alization and that A. H. Smith, the
American representative on, the com-
mission favors the continuance of the
present system with government aid,
but keeping up competition among
the three roads.

No Submarines Sighted
By St. Louis on Her Trip

London, March 26, 5.20 pm.—(De-
layed by. censor—From 12 staff corres-
pondent of the Associated Press).—
The St. Louis, the first passenger ves-
sel carrying the American flag to cross
the Atlantic since Germany's declara-
tion of unrestricted submarine de-
struction, and the first armed Ameri-
can liner to enter a European pox'(
since the war began, arrived this
morning, She carried a meagre num-
ber of passengers—33 all told—but her
holds were filled to capacity with non-
contraband freight,

The St. Louis came thru without
interruption. © No submarines were
sighted, nor were there at any time
any .indications”that German undersea
boats were after the big liner. If any
of them saw the St. Louls they made
no attempt to destroy her.

THREE BURNED TO DEATH.

Parkersburg, W. Va. March 27.
~—Three persons were burned to death
in a fire which destroyed the Stephens
Hotél and ten other buildings at Cres-
ton early today. The dead were Ernest
and Lindsey Stephens-and Mrs. Henan
Mehl. The fire originated in the Ste-
phens Hotel and is belleved to have
been caused by a leaking gas pipe. The
loss is estimated at $75,000.

!rh. “goe -
e Habit of Thrift
may be best cultivated with the
assistance of a Deposit Account., If
you have a Deposit Pass Book, yoil
will have .an incentive to save the
small sums which too often are frit-
tered away in petty extravagances.
No matter how small the amount with
which you begin, by regularly and
systematically adding a portion of
your income it will rapidly increase.
The Compound Interest at Three and
One-half per cent., which we add, will
materially assist its growth. You can
open an account with one dollar. Obey
that impulse. Take a pass book home
with you tonight,

CANADA PERMANENT
MORTGAGE CORPORATION

ELEVENMILLION DOLLARS

TORONTO STREET -
$stablished 1855

TORONTO

No More Steam Trains in Ontario
Soon. \

Some of the newspapers are beginning

to find out that there is a great railwdy
question under consideration at Ottawa,
and they are trying now to guess what
the ‘commission is likely to recommend
to parliament. The World has now been
telling its readerd for weeks what parlia-
ment should do; and what, 4¢ ought ‘to
do is to mujthi_fut ®, begin-
ning’ with the old Grand Ti becduse
it confesses it is already at the end of its
_tether. The Intercolonial, .
Trunk, the Grand Trunk ‘rpz:nc;‘ the:
Transcontinental, the Canadian North-
ern, would make thé finest national rail-
road in America and a great asset for
the Canadian people. But it has to be
done courageously and in the right way
at the start.

For (instance, therée cannot be any
more. buflding of steam railways in the
Province of Ontario. We- are short of
coal now, and we do not know that we
will ever be able to get much more from
the United States. Some day eoon they
may have to refuse us coal béeause they
need it all et home. But we in Ontario
have an abundance of watér power, and
if the Ottawa government and the To-
ronto government make a strict rule that
no more water power is to pass from the
state, but it has to be conserved for pub-
lic use, and especially for motive power
for the railways in this province, thereby
.we will not only be independent of the
"United States, but we will have cheaper
transportation.

But, to get this electric transportation,
the work must start right away, and
there must be a large development of
power on the Niagara’ River, and a still
greater development on thé St, Lawrence
between Kingston and Montreal, and es-
pecially at the Long Sault Rapids, where
1,000,000 horee-power may be developed
by eco-operatién between the United
States and Canada, or between New York
and Ontario, whichever ‘pair will best
suit the circumstances. But no more of
this power must be let fall into private
hands; and 500,000 h.p., our share at
Cornwall, will drive a great many cars
and trains between Montreal and Belle-
ville and up to Ottawa, perhaps even to
Toronto. . .

A lot more of waler power for the move-
ment of trains can be generated on the
Ottawa, in the Trenton country, and then
right across the-whole northern portion
of the province, clear to Hudeon Bay;
practically moving every train in the en-
tire province, and leaving hundreds and
thousands of horse-power for industrial
and other purposes. But in the mean-
time a start has to be made on the Ni-
agara and St. Lawrence to get the force
to drive the trains that will have to be
run over the old Gfand Trunk. No more
coal for trains in Ontario!

TO BAR ARMED SHIPS.

Denmark Shows Disposition to Follow
Lead of Holland.

Cgopenhagen, March 27, via London.
~—The Damish Government has not re-
pHied to the enquiries from Washing-
ton regarding the admission of armed
American merchantmen to Danish
ports, but the indications are that. it
will follow the example of Holland in
barring them. American  Minister
Egan has had several conversations
on this subject "With the foreign of-
fice, but has not cited precedent
which the Danish authorities reg.rd

present policy.

RUSSIAN MARKET UNSHAKEN.

London, March 27.—Returns from
the state bank and other statistics
show that the mevolution in Russia
produced no serfous disturbance of
the Russian market, says Reuter's
Petrograd correspondent, .

WILSON PLANS

as adequate to justify reversal of the ;

‘' (Continued from Pags 1),

its policy, passage of cemsorship and
espionage bills, and provision for the
employment of addmonal‘ secret mer-

No final decision has been nedched
as o whether fnancial assistance
a strong sentiment for such a step
this is done the, go probabily

) vernment
will deal directly with the other gov-
erniments comcerned and mnot  thru
ook B x s
ol . ‘House, the esident’s
personal adviser, arrived at !gxe White
Houge tonight from New York. 'He is
expected to stay several days.
Wilson Keeps Open Mind.

Senator Hitcheock, a member of
the senate foreign relations commit-
tee, conferred with the presjdent dur-
ing the day, and later he sdfid that he
belleved Mr. Wilson still an open
mind regarding recommendations  to
congress, Personally, Senator Hitch-
cock thought that the passage of a
resolution by congress endorsing the
president’s armed neutrality stand
would be better than a declaration of
war, or a declaration that a state of
was exists. Afterwards the state-
ment was authorized at the White
House that the president had invited
suggestions, but he had not com-
mitted himself to any course in his
talk with Senator Hitchcock.

Senator Hitchcock said he called to
impress the president with the west-
ern sentiment against ‘“precipitate

action,”
West Wants Peace.

“I ‘wished the president to know,”
he explained, “that I believed my -own
state and most of the people of 't
western states are most desirous of
avoiding a declaration, of war, or a
declaration that a state of war ex-
ists, until no other course remalins
open. . approve and 1 believe the
country approves of the steps taken
toward defence—of complete pre-
paration looking to war, if it becomes
necessary.” -

Measures growing out of the inter-
national situation, and left over ap-
propriation bills, it appeared today,
will comprise almost the whole legis-
lative program of . the approaching
extra session of congress.

While leaders will not attempt to
frame. a deflnite program wuntil after
president’s Wilson’s opening address,
senate Democratic leaders today ex-
pressed bellef that the work of the
.extraordinary session would be cori-
fined to legislation which is essenti-
ally “extraordinary.”

The national defence council, it be-
came known today, is ° considering
proposing legislation to make possible
the systematizing of the purchase of
supplies of all kinds for the govern-
ment in, case of active warfare, One
suggestion under advisement would
give the government authority to fix
prices in making purchases,

NOBLES GIVE UP PROPERTY.

Petrograd, March 27, via London,—
The grand dukes and the imperial
princes, in a joint telegram addressed
to the provisional government today,
not only formally associate themselves
with the abdication of Grand Duke
Michael, but also turn over to the
new government their official weaith,
namely, their holdings of crown lands
and othern etate grants heretofore at-
taching to their station.

DEMAND DIXON'S RECALL.

Winnipeg, March 27—1It was an-
nounced that the 3500 signatures re.
quired for the recall of F. J, Dixon,
labor member of the legislature, who
aroused loyal sentiment by his opposi-
tion ‘to the signing of registration
cards, have been secured. He repre-
sents Centre Winnipeg, and in the 1915

provincial election had a majority of
$200. . :

to fill this post will m: ﬂllﬁ re-

"|mends in military distriot No, 2,

A5G

safety in the h

He Will Be Director of Medical
Services to Invalided Soldiers.

IYIMﬂﬂmﬂ-.
Ottawa, March = 37 ~—Sir Edward
Kemp stated tonight it is intended
to create a w office, in connection
with the C. A. M, C. to be known as
the director of medical ' service in-
valids., The officer who will be selected

STARVING OF BRITAIN
DIFFICULT UNDERTAKING

One of Socialist Leaders in
Reichstag Expresses Views
With Candor.

Stockholm, via London, March 27—
Dr. Afbert O. W. Suedeknm, one of
he best. known leaders of the majority
9ot knows Undees 25 the fkdorit
terview here ‘with the cos

going to bring England to starvation
in six months was deceiving himseif.
In reference to a statement attri-
buted to former Ambassador Gerard
the food situation might affoct
rmany’s miitary st Dr. Sue-
kum said: :
“There is not the slightest danger
of that, even in the improbable event
of the war lasting a year or two more,
If other foods fall we can increase
our meat rations. We have 17,000,000
swine today, and the mormal number
before the war was only aebout 19,-
760,000, We have about 7,500,000 cat-
tle, against a peace normal of about
one million or gne ‘and a half million
more. If n we could butcher
all but & minimum number of brood

of the_Associated Press, said that who-
the submarine war was |,

500s

ords mean fo you? They mean greag

me~surely something that interests you keenfs
- Perhaps you have noticed these words and the nota
“No fire left when blown out”” on our new “Silént Parlor’” mg

boxes. The splits or sticks of all matches contained in th

‘boxes have been impregnated or soaked in a chemical soly

| which renders them dead wood once they have been lighted

| blown out, and the danger of FIRE from
hereby reduced to the greatest minimum.

'Safety First and Always.

glowing matches
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animals, It is true we are short of
food, but we are not starving,”

or
your
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Michie & Co,
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BELFAST STYLE GINGER ALE '
GINGER BEER SPECIAL SODA
LEMONADE
ORANGEADE
LEMON SOUR

SARSAPARILLA

CREAM -SODA e
COLA >
APPLE JUICE, (Carbonated)
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