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Mr. HEXRI BOURASSxV (Labelle). Mr.
Speaker, in resuming the debate upon what
I hold to be the most important piece of
legislation that has been discussed by the
Canadian parliament since confederation I
feel deeply the responsibility resting uponme both for the vote I shall give as a mem-
ber of this House and for the opinions I
shall express to-day. In the course of the
very remarkable speech In which the Prime
Minister Introduced this legislation over a
month ago, I was especially struck with
one sentence, and that sentence has remain-
ed In my memory ever since. Having re-
viewed the legislation through which these
Temtofles had passed since their entrance
Into confederation, the Prime Minister said :>ow the time has come to put upon these
Territories the stamp of Canadian nation-
ality.- It is under the light of that principle
that I Intend to carry on this discussion.
It seems to be that, through the turmoil
passions and prejudices that have been
aroused in sincerity perhaps on the part of
people, but surely with no other purpose on
the part of others than to snatch at popular
favour at the expense of the better Judgment
of the country-I sny that perhaps through
the turmoil, passions and prejudices w.>have been passing through for the last
month, too many Canadi.qn oitlzcns and "^anadlan representatives have unfortunately
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forgotten the important duty they have toperform, and what will be the result of that

iw.-t^l"'' T^ ^u""!** "°* ^^''S^'t that thoselemtories for which we are now legislating
will probably contain within half a century
or a century, one-half the population ofCanada

; therefore if we have any Interest
In what IS going to W the future of ourcommon land, we should be very careful of
all tho articles of this piece of legislation,

then*^
"* °^ "'^ comments wt make upon

i^^"^.',"
"*** "y Intention to discuss at any

length, or even to discuss at all. the otherfeatures of this Bill, but this on^ clause IJmuch commented upon-I mean the schwi
question However. I may say in pa.S
that I thoroughly agree with the i™ofhat was taken by the government on 2e
^^t 'JJ'^'F**"-, Starting from the samepoint of view I have just stated, namely!
that we must put the stamp of Canadian
nationality on these Territories. I think Itwas tlie duty of the federal government
to retain within their powers the right to^glslate over the granting of the lands upon
^m h

*>°«„^a'' o<^ tHe population of Canida
will be called upon at no distant period tolive and to prosper. Although I havrthe
greatest confidence In the public spirit andpatriotism of the men who are vA- nt theuead ot public affairs in the Northwest
Terrltorlefl. I say that before long the time


