
12 II. THE GERMAN VIEW

M 1

my seat in the lecture room of the university, I imbibed

the doctrine that the great national, international, and
world-purpose of the newly-created German empire was
to protect and defend the Teutonic civilization of con-

tinental Europe against the oriental Slavic quasi

-

civilization on the one side, and the decaying Latin

civilization on the other.

After a little I began to hear of the ' pan-Slavic

policy ' of Russia and the ' revanche policy ' of France.

For a while the latter, the policy of France for retaking

Alsace-Lorraine, occupied the chief attention. But in

1876, with the Russian attack upon the Turks, the pan-

Slavic policy of Russia—the policy of uniting the Slavs

in the German empire, the Austro-Hungarian empire,

and in the Turkish empire, with and under the sway
of Russia—^was moved into the foreground. All western

Europe recognized the peril to modem civilization and
the powers of Europe assembled at Berlin in 1878 to

meet and master it.

The astute British premier. Lord Beaconsfield, sup-

ported by the blunt and masterful Bismarck, directed

the work of the congress, and the pan-Slavic policy of

Russia was given a severe setback. Russia was allowed

to take a little almost worthless territory in Europe and
territory of greater value in Asia ; Roumania, Servia,

and Montenegro were made independent states ; Bul-

garia was given an autonomous administration with

a European Christian prince but imder the nominal

suzerainty of the Turkish sultan ; and the Turkish

provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, then almost free

zones infested by bandits, were placed under Austro-

Hungarian administration, also subject to the nominal

suzerainty of the sultan.

With this the much suspected and dreaded activities


