
8

accomi)anics tliom, testify liis acqnaiiitancc witli

a jiiorc .s(>cm'0 and clevatt-d pohiition—even that

wliicli the ]jclk'\or (iads in the iinchan,i,a^ahle at-

tributes of Jeliovah.

Tlio (iii()t;dion wliich 1 liavc made from the

book of Ecclesiastcs intimates the apparent ab-

sence of all distinction beiween the vigliteous

and the wicked, in so far as they are equally

prosperous or unfortunate. One event happens

to botli. Th"y walk together in life, and they

meet tog-etlier in death. But The Preaclier knew
and tau^lit tiiat, howevc;- much tliis distinction

may appear to be lost in the connnon participation

of those wlioui it concerns in good and evil, it is

nevertheless iaithfidly preserved in God's moral

a(huinistration of ihe universe—not alone in tlie

respecti\e re\vards of a judgment day, but also

in the conscious enjoyment of God's favor and

protection in tlie present life. It is remarkable

tliat the ninth chapter from^\liich the passage is

tJiken begins in the verse immediately preceding,

with a declaration to this elfect—a most simiifi-

cant silence being preserved Avitli reference to

the wicked—" the ria'liteous and tlie wise and
their works a 3 in the hand of God." In

another place he goes a step farther, declaring

not only that m.any of the occurrences of life

happen equally to the righteous and the wicked,
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