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daily with a wet sail and an empty head, coming ashore seldom to the Council and

never to the public Divine Service. Wo bore all with silence on board the ship ; but

it grieves me, when I think of it, on account of my wife ; the more, because she was

placed as she was,— not knowing whether she was pregnant, and because the tinio

was so short which she had yet to live. In my first voyage ( * ) I travelled nuich

with him, yea, lodged in the same hut, but never knew that he was such a brute and

dnmkard. But ho was then under the direction of Mr. Lam, and now ho had tho

principal direction himself. I have also written to Mr. Godyn about it. considering

it necessary that it should be known.

Our coming here was agreeable to all, and I hope, by the grace of the Lord, that

my services will not be unfruitful. The people, for tho most part, are all free, .lome-

what rough, and loose, but I find in most all of them both love and respect towards

me ; two things with which hitherto tho Lord has every where graciously blessed my
labors, and which will produce us fruit in our special calling, as you, llight Reverend,

yourself, well know and find.

We have first established the form of a church (gemeente); and, as Brother

Bastiaen Crol very seldom comes down from Fort Orange, because the directorship

of that fort and the trade there is committed to him, it has been thought best to

choose two Eldei*s for my assistance and for the proper consideration of all such

ecclesiastical matters as might occur, intending the coming year, if tho Lord permit,

to let one of them retire, and to choose another in his place from a doublo number

first lawfully presented by the congregation. One of those whom wo have now

chosen is the Honorable Director himself, and the other is tho store-keopor of tlio

Company, Jan lluyghen, his brotlier-in-law, persons of very good character, as far

as I have been able to learn ; having both been formerly in office in tlio church, tho

one as Deacon and the other as Elder in tho Dutch and French churches- '"spectivoly,

at Wesel.

We have had at the first administration of the Lord's Supper full fifty comnnuii-

cants— not without great joy and comfort for so many—Walloons and Dutch ; of

whom, a portion made their first confession of the faith before us, and others exhibited

their church certificates. Others had forgotten to bring their certificates with them,

not thinking that a church would bo formed and established hero ; and some, who
brought them, had lost them unfortunately in a general conflagration, but they wore

admitted upon the satisfactory testimony of others to whom they were known and

also upon their daily good deportmont, since wo cannot observe strictly all the usual

formalities in making a beginning under such circumstances.

We administer the Holy Sacrament of the Lord once in four months, provisionally

until a larger number of people shall otherwise require. The Walloons a.nl French

have no service on Sundays, otherwise that in tho Dutch language, of which they

( » ) To Braiil.


