
10 EGYPT.

^Jks are often accompanied by children in oldand shabby clothes. The reason is, that Egyp
t.an mothers are afraid of the " evileye." Thev
suppose that evil spirits are envious of their
ttle ones and ready to do them harm, and

Ihorefore they are afraid of decking the chil

tl'7' 'J
'""'^ ^'^^"''^ P-voVe them:^o one daresadmire a child in passing by, lestthe evz spmts should hear. No motherlre

iiy child IS strong and hearty."
An English lady once said to an Egyptianlady, "What a fine child that is !" Immed"a ely the Egyptian looked alarmed, and ex-c a.med, "Bless the prophet !" It is thought

for their babes, nor of the constant care thithis angels take of the feeble creatures
Knowing nothing themselves, they brin.. up

he" 1 :;f"
" '^"°^^''=^- ^" «-/-- tealtheir imle girfs, is to repeat a few prayers outof he Koran. The chief delight of th^l lad"

IS m adormng tliemselves in beautiful gar-ments and m painting their eyes with " kohl,"and their hands with " hennn." (wJuch k \dark blue leaf). They amuse theSes also
embroidering handkerchiefs with eWant
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