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« jdifierent manner : they are, ioihf>firftinftance,

•well conHdered by the foltcitor of the board of

cuftoms, who is quaUfied by his daily practice to

ibrin.aifufficient opinion upon the point of law i

they' are ufually fubmitted to the opinion of the

atjCorneyandfolicitor general, whofe judgment and

difcretion are looked to for advice and diretflion.

Theiiriofiicers feel themfelves refponllble in their

tprofeflTional charai^er for that which they ad vile

and promote ; and they will always have in view,

that the opinion given in their chambers in fuch as

they need not fcruple to fupport in public argu-

nie,nt. , In addition to their own reputation, they

confult likewife the honour of the crown, whofe

rights (hould ;iever be brought judicially in quef-

tion without a reafonable confidence of fuccefs.

While fuch conliderations have their influence, no

points of law will be hazarded, that do not appear

really and fubftantially to contain doubt and diffi*

CUlty. itM;,-,*^;;.^^*!^^;-^!?^/?!^! W 3^v(^:^

,
. JjF few determinations of courts are to be found

on this fubjed of Shipping and Navigation, there

is not wanting information of another kind. This

is from the opinions of law-officers, which have

been taken from time to time ever fince, the reign

of Charles the Second, by the board of ciiftoms,

for the direction of themfelves and their officers

in points of pradice as they arofe. Wherever

this can be obtained, I fhall endeavour to make it

fypply the deficiency of judicial matter, in ex-

pounding and illuftrating the laws m.ide by the

,
ij^cgiflature.
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