
'0

86 The Agnrnltwat Betourees of Canada.

.:

: v.-

;«.,.;

',i"

•v,

A'

;

4'

sent in constantly by the neighboiirjbg farmers, are built, and the place

looks thriving. A man had juHt shot a large white crane, rather larger

than our common heron, hundreds of which he said infested the corn-

fields during harvest time. They are good eating. After a stay of

40 minutes, we resumed our journey back to the junction, and so on
to Glenboro', passing through a useful prairie country with some good
corn at intervals, and plenty of wood and water—a great consideration

to settlers. At the various stations on our road, hearing of our coming,

the farmers brought specimens of grain, roots, &c., for our inspection,

and one enthusiastic man brought a Shorthorn calf of his own breeding,

said to be only eight iiionths old, and weighing: 940 lbs. live weight.

It was really a very well bred calf, of good shape, colour, and quality.

"We remained at Glenboro' for the night, making an early start

next morning in conveyances, dividing up our party, some going to the

crofters by Pelican Lake, some to the Icelandic settlement, and one

to the French settlement, all to return to Glenboro' at night. I joined

the crofter party, and we found ourselves passing through the best

country for settlement we had yet seen, most of it for some miles out

taken up and well farmed, although some, as usual, being held by

speculators, was unbroken. The first settlers only started here eight

years back, and many of them only two years ; all have built themselves

fairly good houses and stables, and those who came first have broken

all their land up, excepting that required for pasture for their cattle.

Our first stop was among some crofters, formerly fishermen. This

was only their first harvest, and we found theji busy stacking wheat.

As the crofter question will be dealt with specially by our Scotch

delegates, I will not dwell on this subject, merely saying we found

them fairly well satisfied with the country and climate, not minding
the long winter. All had made a good start breaking up their ground,

having from 20 to 30 acres in wheat this season, and as much and in

some cases more ready for next year's cropping. They have each a

team, some two, of working oxen, 10 to 20 head of cattle, pigs, and

poultry ; and looked well and fit for work, including the wives and

children. My own opinion is, considering their former habits and

occupation from childhood as fishermen, they are making a fair start,

and will in time become masters of their work, and get a fairly good

position in the country. We heard from them the same story told us

80 often since, that the first year is a most trying one, especially to

the wives, but that after that is past you become accustomed to the

life and Canadian in your ideas, and have no wish to return to the old

home. It was pleasing to hear the crofters speak with gratitude of the

great attention, kindness, and encouragement they had one and all

teceived from Mr. and Mrs. Scarth, of Winnipeg, who had both visited

them in their homes several times. Mr. Scarth undertook on behalf of

the Government to carry out the arrangements made for settling these

crofters, I believe. We passed on through a very useful, open country

by Barnett Lake, and so on to Pelican Lake, getting a fine view of the

beautiful scenery all round as far as the eye could reach, and had a long

talk with a young farmer busy stacking wheat. His former occupation

was in a Liverpool merchant's office. He is married, and his two


