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gether, and by that time it was plain the enemy's pre-

parations w. xe too far advanced to be stopped by a coup-

de-main. Information, which came chiefly through

Italy, came slowly, and was more or less vague and un-

certain ; but this much was known, that at least a couple

of hundred thousand men were embarked or ready to

be put on board ships, and that the flotilla was guarded

by more ironclads than we could then muster. I suppose

it was the uncertainty as to the point the enemy would

aim at for landing, and the fear lest he should give us

the go-by, that kept the fleet for several days in the

Downs, but it was not until the Tuesday fortnight after

the declaratioi\ of war that it weighed anchor and steamed

away for the North Sea. Of course you have read about

the Queen's visit to the fleet the day before, and how she

sailed around the ships in her yacht, and went on board

the flagship to take leave of the admiral ; how, overcome

with emotion, she told him that the safety of the country

was committed to his keeping. You remember, too, the

gallant old officer's reply, and how all the ships' yard

were manned, and how lustily the tars cheered as her

Majesty was rowed off". The account was of course tele-

graphed to London, and the high spirits of the fleet

iuiected the whole town. I was outside the Charing

Cross station when the Queen's special train from Dover

arrived, and from the cheering and shouting which greeted

her as she drove away, you might have supposed we had

already won a great victory. The journals which had gone

in strongly for the army reduction earned out during the

session, and had been nervous and desponding in tone

during the past fortnight, suggested all sorts of compro-


