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Importance as that of feparating for ever the Tnterefts and
Connediions of the People of that Countryj who from
local Situation were certainly defigned by Nature to re-

main united as One, that the Intcreft, the Feelings, and
Defires of the People of Lower Canada ought to be con-

fulted and attended to, as well as the wild Projed: of a

fmall body of People, who are thinly fcattered over the

upper Parts of the Province, who have not had Time to

enquire into and examine their relative *^ tuation, and the

natural dependa'ice which their Countiy muft have on
the lower parts of the Province.

Sir, in the Petitions now on the Table from my Con-
ftituents. Inhabitants of the Province of Quebec, this

' Honourable Houfe will obferve they have complained,

that the Province has been already greatly mutilated ; and
that its Refources would be greatly reduced by the opera-

tion of the Treaty of Peace of i78j« But, Sir, they

could not have the moft diftant idea of this new divilion.
' They could not conceive that while they complained ot

the extent of their country being already fo much reduc-

ed, as materially to prejudice their Interefts and Concerns,
• it would be ftill farther reduced and abridged If at the time
they penned their Petitions they could have fuppofed or

'" ferefeen this propofed Divifion, it would have furnilhcd

them with much ftronger reafons of Complaint, that their

Interclis would thereby be Injured. Sir, I am fure this

Honourable, Houfe will agree, that a Province ought not
to be divided into feparate and independent Governments,

. but on the moft urgent occafions, and after having fe-

rioufly and carefully weighed all the confequences which
fuch a reparation is likely to produce : For if from expe-
rience the Divifion fliall be found dangerous to the fe-

curity of Gevernment, or to the General Interefts of the

People, it cannot again be re-united. That ftrong prin-

ciple of Nationality or National Prejudice, which at pre-
fent conneds the People of that Province to one ano-

" ther, as being Members of one State, who though fcat-

tered over an immenfe country, yet all look up to one
Centre


