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What we would now wilh to propofe is,

that the government of each iiland or pro-

vince fliould take upon them the future main-

tenance that may be neceffary for every flave,

free of bodily infirmiiics, hereafter to be libe-

rated, on condition of there being paid into

their treafury, fuch fums as ought to be ac-

cording to their refpeclive ages. As to the

age of the party, where it can, it ought to be

proved indubitably; but where it cannot, to

be then determined by ikilful perfons appoint-

ed by a magiftrate, who, from what evidence

they could gather, and fi'om appearances,

might fix it to the beft of their judgment.

However, until fuch time as the emancipa-

ted negroes fall further under the confidera-

tion of the refpedive governments, it is eafy

for individuals who make them free, or afford

them the means of doing it, to take fuch e-

quivalent into their own hands, and in confe-

quence engage to maintain them when they

can no longer do it by their own labour ; that

is, to take them again into their own planta-

tions as foon as they require it, and there

maintain them, reaping the benefit of fuch

little employment as they are capable of—All

this being premifed, it will be eafy to form a

plan of emancipation that fhall be fraught with

no detriment to the proprietors of flaves.

If I am informed right, it is a cuftom in

fome of the Spanifh fettlements, that when-

ever a cargo of flaves arrives, the price eacii

in-
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