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certain ofFenccs, ftiall be tianfporteJ to England to hi

tried.

But why ftiould we enumerate our injuries in detail ?

By one Statute it is declared, that Parliament can " of

fight make laws to bind us in all cafes whatfoever."

What is to defend us againfl fo enormous, fo unlimit-r

ed a power ? Not a fingle man of thofe who aflume

it, is chofen by us, or is fubjedt to oijr controul or in-

fluence ; but, on the contrary, they are all of them ex-

empt from the operation of fuch laws ; and an American
revenue, if not diverted froni the oftenfible purpofes for

which it is raifed, would adually lighten their own
burdens in proportion as they increafe ours. We faw
the mifery to which fuch defpotifm would reduce us.

We for ten years inceflantly and inefFedually befieged

the Throne as fupplicants ; we reafoned, we remonftrated

with Pdrliament in the molt mild and decent language.

But Adminiftration, fenfible that we fhould regard thefe

oppreflive meafures as freemen ought to do, fent over

fleets and armies to enforce them. The indignation of

the Americans was roufed, it is true ; but it was the in-

dignation of a virtuous, loyal, and afFcitionate people.

A Congrefs of Delegates from the United Colonies wa«j

alTembled at Philadelphia, on the 5th day of laft Septem-
ber. We refolvcd again to offer an humble and duti-

ful Petition to the King, and alfo addrefled our fel-

low- fubjtcfts of Great-Britain. We have purfued every

temperate, every refpedtful meafure; we have even pro-

ceeded to break off our commercial intej-courfe with
cur fellow- fubjedls, as the laft peaceable admonition,

that our attachment to no nation upon earth fhould fup-

plant our attachment to liberty. This we flattered our-

iVlves was the ultimate flep of the controverfy i but the

fubfequent events have (hewn, how vain is this hope of

finding moderation in our enemies, t >, ..*?(.,•.«

Several threatening exprefHons againfl: the Colonies
v/cre inferted in his Majefty's Speech. Our Petition,

though Wvi were told it was a decent one, that his Ma-
jefly had been pleafed to receive it gracioufly, and to

prumife laying it before his Parliament, was huddled in-
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