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torfive ufurcr. It is to no purpofe to higgle

with fuch people, you are fure to lofe by them.

It is cxadtly fo with a nation, if the balance

is againft them, and they can pofTibly fubfift

without the commodity, is they generally can

in fuch cafes, a prohibition is the only remedy;

for a duty in fuch cafe, is like a compofition

with a thief, that for five (hillings in the pound

returned, he (hall rob you at pleafure ', when
if Lie thing is examined to the bottom, you
are at five fhillings expence in travelling to

get back your five fhillings, and he is at the

fame expence in coming to pay it, fo he robs

you of but ten fhillings in the pound, that you
thus wifely compound for. To apply this to

trade, I believe every duty that was ever im-

pofed on commerce, or in the nature of things

can be, will be found to be divided between

the flate impofing the duty, and the country

exported from. This, if between the feveral

parts of the fame kingdom or dominions of the

fame Prince, can only tend to embarrafs trade,

and raife the price of labour above other ftates,

which is of very pernicious confequence to the

hufbandman, manufacturer, mariner and mer-
chant, the four tribes that fupport the whole
hive. If your duty is upon a commodity of a

foreign flate, it is either upon the whole ufe-

ful and gainful, and therefore necelTary for

the hufbandman, manufacfturer, mariner cr

merchant, as finally bringing a profit to the

flate by a balance in her favour j or the im-
portation will work a balance againfl your

ftate. There is no medium that we know of.

If the commodity is of the former kind, it

(liould be prohibited ; but if the latter, im-

porte


