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been drained, notwidiitanding, what with regu*

lars and militia. Our navy, I apprehend, has noc

received any thing like the advantage from our

colonies, that the army has done. But in a fu-

ture period, both may receive a much greater, from

the fruitfulnefs of our colonies : I intend not, the

fruitfulnefs of the land, but of the inhabitants.

How ic is in xhtfouthern colonies I know not, buc

the people of the northern^ independent of foreign

recruits^ double tbemfelves in twenty-five years^ as is

allowed by the Examiner *. We may reafonably

conclude then, that, in the fpace of fifteen years,

we may raiie out of our continental colonies, an

army of twenty thouland men (eipecially if they

have no enemy at their back^ which may be em-

ployed, in cafe of a freih rupture with France^ a-

gainft her JVeft-Indian iflands, or t^n other ier-

vices, while our own manufadurers are fpared.

Whoever is acquainted with the Situation of places,

knows that it is much fafer and eafier, to carry

on expeditions, againfl: the JVeft- Indies or parts ad-

jacent, from our colonies thah frAn hence ; and

then, a great faving may be made in the article of

traniport fervice, by hiring what (hips can be got

upon the fpot, which will cut off the enemies Tup-

plies of provifion. The ftrength, which in a few

years the fruitfulnefs of our colonies will give them,

if not diverted by defending their back fettlements,

and rendered unlkeeiTary for the fecurity of their

* Page 83,
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