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AnJlrUi^ cfpccially in the laft Century, has been

chicHy employed in maintaining and prefcrving,

as far as it was able, the Dominions of the lefler

l^rinces of Germany^ from the Incroachments of
an amliitious Nei<;hbour, always watching and
conftantly improving every Opportunity to ag-

grandize itfelf at their Expence, as appears from
the many Cities and Provinces that have been

torn from the Germanick Body, and at this

Jiincfture are, and for a long Time have been,

annexed to the Dominions oi France,

The fame Spirit of Ambition, the fame Lull
of Power, the fame Defire of making all her

Neighbours fubfervient to her Will, induced the

French Monarchs of the Houfe of Bourbou to

difturb the Peace of the reft of their Neighbours,

and to endeavour, by Methods the moil unjutt

and indefenfible, to leflen their Power, in order

to exalt her own. It was this Senfe of com-
mon Danger, and Defire of providing for their

own Safety by a ftri6t Union amongft them-
felves, that induced many of thefe Powers to

ally themfelves with the Houfe of Auftria and
wiih the Empire •, from whence arofe the great

Concern of many of the principal Powers in

Europe^ as well as the Empire in general, for

the Support and Maintenance of the Power of
that Family : Experience had fhewn that nothing

but the Power of the Houfe of Auftria employ-
ed in Defence of the Empire, could have pre-

ferved many of its Princes and States from being

fwallowed up by the Power of France, which
by the Germanick Body could be no other way
confidered, than as a DifTolution ; and a Mortifi-

cation in the Political Body, like that in the

Natural, being begun in the Members, muft^

by a certain Progrellion, have foon reached the

Vital?,
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