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I have been loudly accused of disrespect to the Colonial Secretary and Lieut. GoTCrnor-

Biit if 1 have merely exhibited their public nets from adcrtowledgecT documents, th'

imputation tun not justly rest on mc without destroying that free discussion essential to th

'^cli-bcing of the country.

And here it is proper to say, that neither Sir Rupert George nor Mr. Fairbanks, has beei

directly or indirectly, party to or cognizant of anything I have done or said in relation to thei

affairs.

The introduction of the resolutions was the result of no hasty consideration and the respon

Bibility of the measure rests on myself alone.

Some years since I perceived, and in debate stated, the difficulty which the present constitu

tion of the Legislative Council would prcscntto the perfect working of responsible governmertt

and in the moment that Earl Grey's despatch was read in the Assembly, concerning the Depart

mental Bill, I publicly declared in my place my opinion that the course he had adopted per

manontly affected the destinies of the province and the nature of its connection with the mothe'

country.

Continued and mature deliberation having strengthened those opinions, at a comparative!;

early period of the late session, I gave verbal notice ofmy intention to introduce resolutions or

the subject ; and the resolutions thrnisclvcs were fu ly decided npon and in prcparntion, bcfon

Lord John Russell's declaration relating to the Legislative Council of the Capo of Good Hopi

was known here or indeed had been made in Parliament.

They were not offered as a paity measure, although this character was attempted to b<

fi.xed to them, and every member who tisu.'xlly support the government voted against them

on the other side more freedom of opinion was exercised ; and I lifitcncd to ray friend Mr
Hall who could not adopt them entirely, with sincere pleasure, although without being changei

in my own sentiments. As usual v.-ilh him on such subjects, his vigor of mind and originalitj

of thought and expression threw light and perspccuify on his arguments, while the charaeteris

tic honesty of purpose, and integrity of principle, which he exhibits in the A3.scmbly were eqnall;

conspicuous.

I cannot conclude without bringing to your notice the statement of the Speaker, in debate

that last Autumn, he was toi<I, in the County of Annapolis, that so far had the principle o

annexation advanced, that the next clecticin there would be decided on that question. I was ii

the County much longer than ho, and I received from none, such an intimation, nor hear*

such a sentiment. As far therefore as the observation was designed to suggest a dubious o

partial motive for my movements in the house, it was made without just cause; nor is it sat

prising that the character of the communications he ond I receive, and the nature of the im

pressions iitith ittMii^L made on us in the County ofAnnapolis, should be very diverse, seein;

that the sources iiMiHB<a«mwly»wh<i»wiM;aUjiitl m'rri
, arc widely separated.

I mean not to say that the events of the last two years have not had in the county of Anna
polis as in other parts of the province powerful influences as connected with our political relai

tions with the mother country. These influences, 1 believe, I have, although briefly, fliithfull;

pourtraycd in the conclusion of my speech-

In tliis, as in Ckcrytbing connected v.ith the subject, I submit myself to the jadgmen

of my constituents and my countrymen nt large.

They m.ay arrive at different, and perhaps sounder, conclusions than I have reached; the;

will not, I will venture to say. be actuated by a more earnest desire to promote the welfare o

our common country.

I have the honor to be,

Very faithfully,

Your sincere and devoted servant,

J. W. JOHNSTON.

Note— See r- W.—In giving tho Provincinl Goternmpnl cicilit for «n in(;roa«e of about £3000 in the reveout

ot 1849 over 1813 it niislit hnvo boon statoi! tliiit in tlic session of 1819 there waro morflBSOil dutlet impAW
on dry guodn, (being an addition on IhiB important item of 25 per cent.,) on ka, and on molattU, ptobabi)

muie tlian udequatu to malto up tho amall increase in tho revenue.

Division on Mr. Johnston's Resolutions— 14 for; 26 against ;—majority, 12.

For t Harrington, Uliickiidar, Cumpboll. JolinJtoB. Frcoman, Marshall. Crow, Rent. Mooro, Snow. Badd,Tnonl*«

Dickey, Ryder— 14. Against , Henry. Doylii. Altornoy General. Munro, Songster. Conieaa. McLeod, RobvrUMt
Bournouff. Smyth. Kedy, Hall, Provincial Secritary, McKenna, MeUonald, Ernst, Maitell, MignowUi, Card,

Young, Fulton, Archibald. McOougall, Mutt, Dimock, Brown—36.

Division! on Mr. Howe'a and the Speaker's amendmenta—23 for, 15 agoinit—majority 8 ; bfing »h» •*•• M
above, except that Mr Uall and Mr. Fulton voted afainit Mr. Howe'a and the Speakoi's amendmenti ;

«»<• '"M
Mr. McLeod. who voted agiiinat and Mr. Dickie who voted in favoj of Sir. Johniton'i teiolutiobi, *«• abMtlltn

th« division! en the amenoiaents.

Division on Mr. Fulton's amendment—for, 5 i
againit, 94 ^majarity, S9k F«rt FiiitM, lUU, MoM*

Dickey. Ryd er. The i.iojority wai mtde up of the other mftmbrri.
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