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the head of the Arkaniiag. This courae of
travellin(r, forced upon uh by the structuro

of the country, would occupy a computed
dJHtanco of two thouHand miles before wu
reached the head of the Arkansas ; not a
settlement to be seen upon it ; and the

names of places alonj; it, all hein;^ Spanish
or Indian, indicated that it had been but lit-

tle trod by American feet. Though long,

and not free from hardships, this route pre-

Bcnted some points of attraction, in tracing
the Sierra Nevada—turning the Grfiat Basin,
perhaps crossing its rim on the south—com-
pletely solving the problem of any river, ex-

cept the Colorado, from the Rocky moun-
tains on that part of our continent—and
seeing the Boutncrn exiremity of the Groat
Salt hike, of which the northern part had
been examined the year before.

Taking leave of Mr. Sutter, who, with
several gentlemen, accompanied us a few
miles on our way, we travelled about eight-

een miles, and encamped on the Rio de Ida

Cosumnrs, a stream receiving ' name from
the Indians who live in its valley. Our road
was through a level country, admirably
Nuited to cultivation, and covered with
groves of oak trees, principally the ever-
^rreen oak, and a large oak already men-
tioned, in form like those of the white oak.

The weather, which here, at this season,

can easily be changed from the summer heat

of the valley to the frosty mornings and
bright days nearer the mountains, conti-

nued delightful for travellers, but unfavora-

t)le to the agriculturists, whose crops of

wheat began to wear a yellow tinge from
want of rain.

March 25.—We travelled for 28 miles
over the same delightful country as yester-

day, and halted in a beautiful bottom at the

ford of the K io de los Mukelemnes, receiving
its name from another Indian tribe living on
the river. The bottoms on the stream are
broad, rich, and extremely fertile ; and the

uplands are shaded with oak groves. A
«howy lupinr/s, of extraordinary beauty,

growing four to five feet in height, and co-

vered with spikes in bloom, adorned the
banks of the river, and filled the air with a
light and grateful perfume.
On the 26th we halted at the Arroyo de

las Calaveras (Skull creek), a tributary to

the San Joaquin—the previous two streams
entering the bay between the San Joaquin
and Sacramento rivers. This place is beau-
tiful, with open groves of oak, and a grassy
sward beneath, with many plants in bloom

;

some varieties of which seem to love the
shade of the trees, and grow there in close
small fields. Near the river, ancl replacing
the grass, are great quantities of ammole
(soap plant), the leaves of which ar« used in

California for making, among other things,

mats for saddle cloths. A vine with a small
white flower (mehlhria!) called here la

yerha hucmi, and which, from its iihimduncc,

gives name to an islani' and town iii the bay,
was t()-(hiy very fre(|uoiit on our nuul—some-
times running on the ground or climbing the

trees.

March 27.—To-day wo travelled steadily

and rapidly up the valley; for, vvilli our wild

animals, any other gait was iin|)OHsihle, and
making about five miles an hour. During
the earlier part of the day, our ride had been
over a very level prairie, or rattier a succes-

sion of long stretclies of prairie, separated by
lines and groves of oak timber, growing along
dry gullies, which arc filled with water in

seasons of rain ; and, perhaps, also, by the

melting snows. Over much of this extent,

the vegetation was sparse ; the surface 8how«
ing plainly the action of water, which, in the

season of flood, the Joaquin spreads over the

valley. About 1 o'clock we came again
among innumerable flowers ; and a few
miles further, fields of the beautiful blue-

flowering lupine, which seems to love the

neighborhood of water, indicated that we
were approaching a stream. Wo here found

this beaiittftil slrub in thickets, some of

them being 1*^ feet in height. Occasionally

three or four plants were clustered together,

forming a grand bouquet, about 90 feet in

circumlerencd, and 10 feet high ; the whole
summit covered vith spikes of flowers, the

perfume of which is very sweet and grateful,

A lover of natural beauty can imagine with

what pleasure we rode among these flower-

ing groves, which filled the air with a light

and delicate fragrance. We continued our
road for about half a mile, interspersed

through an open grove of live oaks, which,

in form, were the most symmetrical and
beautiful we had yet seen in this country.

The ends of their branches rested on the

ground, forming somewhat more than a half

sphere of very full and regular figure, with

leaves apparently smaller than usual.

The Californian poppy, of a rich orange

color, was numerous to-day. Elk and several

oands of antelope made their appearance.

Our road was now one continued enjoy-

ment ; and it was pleasant, riding among this

assemblage of green pastures with varied

flowers and scattered groves, and out of th6

warm green spring, to look at the rocky and

snowy peaks where lately we had suffered

so much. Emerging from the timber, we
came suddenly upon the Stanislaus river,

where we hoped to find a ford, but the stream

was flowing by, dark and deep, swollen bv

the mountain snows ; its general breadth

was about 60 yards.

We travelled about five miles up the river,

and encamped without being able to find a

ford. Here we made a large coral, in order
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