
350 THE CONSOLIDATION OF CANADA

sage, so that if the minority in any province is treated with glaring injus-

tice, sympathizers in the other provinces, have a whole year in which to

agitate for the disallowance of the objectionable act, and as the Dominion

ministry is responsible to Parliament, which represents the people of all

the provinces, it is very susceptible to public opinion. No provision oi

the Canadian Constitution has given rise to so much public discussion as

this. It is intended not only for the protection of provincial minorities,

but also to prevent sectional legislation injurious to the Dominion at

large. Quite a number of provincial bills have been disallowed since con-

federation during both Conservative and Reform administrations, but of

late years the Reformers, or Provincialists, have advocated the abolition of

the veto power, declaring that it is an encroachment upon the rights of

the provinces, although their old leaders, Mr. George Brown, the founder

of the Toronto Globc^ and Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, strongly favored it.

It is hardly worth while to notice the clerical error in Doctor Bender's

article which makes the population of Ontario over 200,000 instead of over

2,000,000 ; but the statement that the value of real estate in Ontario fell

$30,000,000 last year, cannot be allowed to pass without challenge.

Neither the Dominion nor Provincial Government published any statistics

bearing on the value of real estate in Ontario last year. The last govern-

ment estimate showed a very great increase instead of a decrease. The
municipal assessments throughout the Province of Ontario last year

showed an increase. In Toronto, the capital of the province, over three

million dollars' worth of buildings were erected last year. The growth

of this city well illustrates the progress of the country. In 1861 the popu-

lation was 44,821 ; at the next census it was 56,092 ; in 1881 it had in-

creased to 86,415 ; and now it is about 123,000.

Sir Richard Cartwright's comparison between the cost of government

in the United States and Canada, quoted by Dr. Bender, is very mislead-

ing. It is true the debt of the Dominion has increased while that of the

United States has been reduced, but this debt has been incurred in the

construction of the most stupendous public works ever undertaken by any

country of equal population—works that are not only bringing about the

material consolidation of the country, but which must be the means of

doubling the population in a few years, and so greatly reduce the debt per

head as well as the rate of taxation, for it will cost very little more to ad-

minister the affairs of the country when the population is twice as large,

while the revenue will be greatly increased. The cost of maintaining

post-ofKices, custom-houses and other government ofifices is necessarily

much greater per head of population in a sparsely settled country than in
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