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ndvnntagPH. The Imntinj? in tlu* vicinity whh excellfnt ; thn rivorH

nl.oiindcd with Hiiliiioii, stiirj,'<'oii, Itnss. tiniit and otlicr Hsh, and tho

intcrvalH and iHlandK wciu adiiiiral)ly adai»U(l to tho growth of Indian

corn.

The Mcdoctcc viUacc is jcfcrnd to hy sovf-ral of the early French

wiiterH ; for exaniph*, Oaihllac, in 165)3, suys, " Th(( MaliHcetH an' well

shaped and tolerably warlike ; they attend to the cultivation of the soil

and grow the most heautiful Indian com ; their fort i.s at Medoclek."

Clianiplaiii'M narrative sutlices to show that corn was cultivated three

centuries ago in very much tlie same numner uh now. We (piote his

description :

—

"In thfi place of ploiixlis they usp an inutrument of very hard wood shaped like

a apadf. WC muw tliLir ImliiUi cdrii «lii<h they niise in ganleim. i'laiiting tliiee

or four kuru(-]H in one place, th<y tluMi lieap u|) a ijuantity of earth, then three

fi'ct ilistanl they |ilant as nmch nioit! and llnis in BUeccssion. With tiiis tliey i>\it

in eat li liill three or four iirazilian heans ; when they grow up they inlerlaic

with the corn which reaciies to the heiglit of from tlvo to six feet, and tliey keep

the grounil very free from weeds. We saw many Hi|uat>lies, |iumpkins and t()l)acco

wliieh tlicy likwise oultixali'. They plant tlieir corn in May and gatlicr it in

Septtnihcr.

The S(|uashes, pumpkins and tohacoo, it need scarcely ho said were

like the corn, indigenous to America, ahhough brouglit from more

southern latitudes. Thcie is a curious Indian tradition that tlio crow

brought them a grain of corn in one ear and in the other an Indian

hean from the field of their god Kantuntowit, in the south west land.

The Indian tobacco was a smaller and more hardy sjjecies than the

Nivothiuo tiibocittii. that has since become so popular with their white

brothers ; Jactpies (.'artier describes it as early as 1535, and we give his

description in the (piaint language of Ilakluyt's translation :

—

" Tliere groweth also a certain kind of lierbe, whereof in sonimer they make a

greate provi.sioii for all tlic yeere. First tliey cause it to be dried in the snnne,

then \Neare it af)out their neckes wrapped in a little beasts skiiine made like a

little baggc. « ith a hollow jieece of stone or wood like a pipe or coronet. Then
when they j)lease tliey make iiouder of it and then jint it in one of the ends of the

said coronet or pipe and laying a cole of tire upon it, >it the other end sucke ho

long, that tliey till their bodies full of smoke till tint it coninieth out of their mouth
ami ntistrils even as out of the Tonnel of a chinuiey. They say that this <loth

keepe them warnie and in health ; they never goe without some of it about them."

The fertile inteivals at the Med\ictic village were doubtless cleared

of trees and cultivated at a very early period. When Chauiplain visited
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