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The Village Blacksmith.

All this had iK-t-ii tnlketl over hv the sthoolnmster

and the smith on the way down throuf?h the villaf,'c.

"I have HH)n«,'ht about deordie myself soinetimes;'

said the sehoolmaster, " espeeially sinee I found him

taking so keenly to Mathematies ; and, wi' his turn

(/ mind, I'm sure, if you got him into one of the big

cnj,nneerinj,' vorks in (Glasgow, he miglit make his

mark as an engineer some day."

At this point the eonversation was interrupted by

the sp kers reaehing the manse gate. Fortunately,

the fine weather had tempted the minister out of

doors, and lie was strolling about his garden, enjoy-

ing his evening pipe, and turning aside now and then

to do a little desultory gardening. He came for-

ward at once on seeing his two parishioners.

" Fm glad to see you, James," said he, shaking

the smith lieaitily by the hand. " I suppose you're

out for a stroll this line evcnin^rr"

" No just that, sir," replied th I oidv

came doon the road wi' Mr. 1 lam.. ton to ask his

advice aboot o(»r Cieordie. Fm sair puzzled what to

do wi' him, noo he's dune wi' the school."

" A remarkably clever boy that, James," the

minister struck in. " When I was examining the

school last week, I put some common ipiestions to

him in Aritlnnetic, and he ansv ered me as if it was
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