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fishing during the summer. While the salmon ran
he hved near this island. Having injured his boat,
he was belated in his return to Grand Pre. Before
the boat was ready to sail he saw the New England
ships sail into the Basin, and from the island he saw
them at anchor or sailing about on the waters at the
south of the basin. Other ships came after, and he
learned from Indians and escaping Acadians what
was happening at Grand Pre.

" Pierre Island at that time made a safe retreat
It was almost inaccessible save by a narrow and
dangerous path which animals had discovered and
kept open by constant use. The slope of the island
which has the road leading up here was not con-
nected with the beach, for the lowest point of it at
that time was nearly fifty feet high, and was built
up as It is now after many years of labor when it
was finally safe for an Acadian to return to Nova
Scotia.

" Here Pierre made his home. In the cove where
you were hurt he kept his boat, the channel thither
being through a long and dangerous space of boul-
ders.

" It is strange that the Acadians ever attempted
to return to a country where they had received such
cruel treatment. It would have seemed more pleas-
ing to them to go among their own people in other
places where they would not have been subjected
to such severe and unjust treatment, after they had
been separated and broken as a people. Yet thev
returned. And thus it was that Pierre came to
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