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IMMIGRATION STATISTICS

ThI': raitlmr has retrained from usiiij,^ statistics

ill his hook, not hecause he has any objection to

figures ; hut hecause the statistics of immij^ration

(even those prepared by the United States Oov-

ernment) are misleading.

I'rofessor Walter F. Willcox, Chairman of the

Committee on Basal Statistics, appointed by the

National Civic Fedeiation, calls attention to this

fact in his report, and j^dves the followinj,^ reasons

for their unreliability.

The meaning of any statistics (lei)endb l.irgcly upon the

meaning of tlie unit in which the statistics are expressed.

It is a common but f-illuious assuu.plion tliat a word used

as the name of a statistical unit has precisely the same

meaning that it has when used in popular speech. In tl)e

present case the won! " nnnugr.uit " has h id aii'i to some

degree still has different meanings, whit h may be called re-

spectively the popular or tV"oretical meaning and the ad-

ministrative or statistical meaning, and these two should be

carefully distinguished.

In the i)opular or thetjretical sense an immigrant is a

person of foreign birth wiio is crossing the country's tx)und-

ary and entering the United St.iies with intent to K.uniii

and become an addition to the [lopuiation of the country.

In this sense of the word an alien arrival is an immigrant

whether he comes by waiir or by land, m the steer.ige or
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