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SOMlE THOUGHTS
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Incarnation aui Birth of Christ.

Dly Bis GnAcs Tiff Antciiiîîsuui, ci' ToitoNro.

"And th. Word wua tilde metu. nd dweit aDontl U14 and Il. SAW
hàI). pa~ tiory of the. oniy beltLen of tiie Father full cl gn
»id trui,.-J n 1. Id.

Tha Incarnation of Gati the Son wau the grcatoa(
nmnifestation that o'mOD Ga coulai zakeocf Hie
infinite goodoas, lova andi mercy fur &ho human
race. Ho bati creatti man tbrougli love--Ho ra-
deema hlmi throîîgh maroy. Tho creation vas a
manifastation af Almiglsty love-the Redoniption
was a manifestation of infinito andi all.pardoning
Mercy.

Maui was originaily oratot andi constituteti in
justice sud innocenca. Ho vas a child cf Goti sud
an liair of beaven. Dy his tal ie taest hie innocence
aud justice and forteitati hie Sonship cf Llad andi bis
heiralhipafllîaven. Hewas banishetifroniParadlsa,

wcrld. tlia paragon of oreateti thinSe,"I bacamo
werthloau iu his Own oyee-tha 3ated miavo of bis
sonmual plasuUreàand Ignoble paaaioi.. Suol a the
appalllng picturo whloh all sacreti anai profana
writera dm«' of the moral etato ofe horitil in tha
daya of Augustus Ooear-suoh was tho moral con-
dition of the world tho Baviour of mankmnd coa ta
radoam sund sava. But how i. thie (o bo aaoom-
plishad ? How arc justice, peauo andi nercy ta ba
mode to wark togothur lin tbis divine work of butuan
soluation andi rostoration. ",B'ua ,cI~"rias ont(ha
prophot, Il Goti himseif will coma and Bava you."I
41Ecoe Daue ipsa veniat et aalvabit vos."-(Isaias
o. xxzv. 4.) Goti viii nemol down front hoavan in
tha Inmcarnation ta sei hie lost oblidran, to dieui-
pata thoir unboly anai dastructive ars, (o bring
(hem, bock from thair banishanont, suid ta win thair
confidonce andti heir lava. Ha will net coma in
great powar and majeaty as ha diai on Binai, wheu
ba was olothad with tha liglitninge of heavon and
apoeo in a voioo whiab wus u tho roll af thundor, and
wlmgn tha terrified people arleti out to Maos, Il o
Maos, sptiak thou te Goai for ne, lîut lat flot Goti
opèak te us, leiit wo die."I No. Goati ho Saviaur

(ban by clothing Hi'nulf with Our miscrio ?il As
Mosoa made known ta mon Goatihe CJreator. Ga
tho Mauter sud L3oyeroigu Lord, God te Ail powoi'
ful aud tho iufluituly Just anaiTerrible, se (ho lu.
carntation andi birth of Christ rovealot o th *o vorîti
God &ho Saviour, the God of love, andi tonderness1
andi marcy-God (ho Fiather and the Brother anti
tho Friand cf mani. IlTho grace, (ho geotianas anai
kindun cf Goati ho Savfour bath appeared to ait
mon."

Tho Incarnationasudbirth cf Jeu Christ gave
hope cf pardon aud confidence to the guilty faUn
venld. He vas (ho day-i tar froni on high that rose
aboya tho horizon cf Mis nd se td ho light cf hope
sud tho radianoo cf pardouiug lova lika tho emulos
cf Gcd an thie darkness cf hutman misery andi
despair. 41Foar uot," muid tho ange), announoing
tha birtli of Christ to tho ehaphorde, who a the
iret Chrnistmas niglit long ,tgo waro guarding (beir
flocke on (ha hill.bties cf Gallco, Ilfear not, for
bâclai I bring yen (idinga nf grait joy that shail bo
tinte ail tha poople. For (hie day is born uto yen
a Bayliur, who is Christ tho Lord." IlHL maino
,;al bo caliia Jesns, for Ho e iscema te savo fileI

andavws driven jutoe xile--a tugitivo from, tho people fromn (heir sine." (Matt. i. 21.> Anti
face ef Goa. hie affondeti father. Jeas Christ, suddenly (hor> vas viui tho angel a multitude
the Son cf Ccd incarnate, come dovn froin cf tho heavonly army praieing Goti anti singiug,
lîeaven, ta restera te mnu tha Sonship cf Goti "Glory (o Goai in tho highesty anti peste or.
a*na tho hairalilp of Leaven, snd te bring hini oartm te men of gooti wili." (Luko IL.) Tho
back front- bis exile anti lits flighit froin Goai ta abject anti purpose cf tho Baviour's mission
un union cf tricndash'p anai cf loe vith Hum,. vas annonceti by tho angol'e voice at tha
The incarna ion cf Christ was iu principle th0  saine moment as his birth. Ho s a Savicur
redemption cf niankira, and (hein restenation Christ tho Lard ; Ho le Jesnq becanse ho bas
to their place iu (Jot's oternal plane andti ( coa te save thù people tramn (hein sine, anti
zboir owu immortal deetinies. bis birtit brings to ail humanity glad tidinge of

Iu sie aldeii disenelation the fan anai araa, great joy .- anti the angelia hasts cf hoavan
cf an cifendeti Goti ruo2d anti averpeveredthe (hocaathymk h idih i o
hearts anti minds of mon. lIn that disponsation rauna ice at.heyr miake (h mic.dhe ailme

Godrald bll eupe y te mnifstaionofanti ales cf Galilee ra-echo tho glat refrain,
Alighiy povic. bj thu force .* Atupe.n3aus ant ho burden cf (heir sang is. - Glory to Goai

rancles, by signal andti remendous ChasliSe- in tho bighes(, sud poufs on earth to mon cf
mente ef guit, anti in the might cf His Ont- geod viii." As Reble has it:
iitret"heti arm. When Adam sinued a as
sezed wath fear. andili ho h;JIimef froin tho ' ia sudde blz of sang
face cf God. 'I 1heard Tlîy veica in Paradise, Sproada o er th' oxpansu <> loan
anti was af-ad, anti because I was naketi i hîia In wavos of lighit it thrills along,
mnyself IlTis unholy fear, whicha carrieti avay Tii' angelie aignal giron-
mnu froim 6d, was traiàamw4ted widA lite to *. Glury tu Guti " fi-un yondcr centrai fi-o
(ho pesterity cf fallen Adam - banisheti and FluiuuL thu t-uhuiuab' lay buyund3 the tit.'uri .uirc .-

prascribeti and expelledl fi-rn Paradiso by a "Liko cia-clos widening round
sao f tire. Allantiqnîty fleaianti titself Upon a ecar bine river,
froin the face of an cifendeti anti angry Goti. Orb aiter orh, tho weondroîîs sounti
Andti bat fear which dominateti anîiquity was lu e'choed on for over .
diffament in kinti Zroin (bat holy fear or Gca Glary to God on bigh, oua carth bc peaco'
whicb le tho boginning et wisdom, anti vhich &ndi love towards mon of lov&--sslvaian andi
inspires (he sluner St the name Lime w(th a arma relcase."
of ilivine justice, a atrea of sin anda loving hope Hlis Gr.Âcn ARcuisuu w&ïusu. Jesis bas como te destrey (ho kingdom, of
int(ho ivine goodueseantimercy. The fean cf Satan andti ha reigu of sin on (ho earffi, anti
tbe ancâents vas a siavieli fear tbat bai its origin i wil veil.(ho spiendon cf Ris majesty. tho awfulneas estabuish ins:cad.Ithe 'uingdoma cf Gud's peace andi
batreti cf Goai wbo punisheti Liu, ant in lu atred cf cf Hie pawer, tha torrùra cf Hie justice, anai wii i love. AUl power ie gih -a to that Divine Chilt in
(ho penalty inflioted ou the sinner anti net lu re. 1 coa gently as the dew cf heaven talle on the thirsty 1heaven anai oa eartb, anti Ho will use that divine
pentance for thie sin (bat nierietho divine chastise- 1 Barth, ailentlysa the foetstepsof the dawn descanding 1 power to deatroy tho relgnocf Satan, to forgive sin,
=eut. Anti vhat vere the bitter fruits cf (hie (ho castera ills. Ha viiibecoeman, Ho viii e- to Bave man ant ( restore a falien goity voriti te
unboly foar, tbat evontuatoti in timo fliglit cf manhinti coma oun brother; nay, [(avili conxein the sweetness the frientiship cf Goai. The bruised reeti Ho viii
fram Goti? Under its blightingirflnenco (ho world anati entierness anti dependence of an infant; and net break, andti he moking fiax fie wfll mot

a become thorcughly cornpt anti out ofj oint vitu wiLli tho Dleaiig outatretchoti arme anati ho win- extinguish ; He wiii have pity on hunian sufaéringe
(ho pqrposw cf its Creator. Men badl for the moat sorne anti irresistible einles of a chilti, Ho viii anti compaWson for human sorneve anai affictions.
part loit (ho knowledge of (hA truc God anti cf the destroy ar heors andi viii bring us back &gain to Untier the bereficent exorcise of Bis almigbly
priculess value of the ixmartal eaul. Paganisai, taitx anti hope anti love in Gei ar Father who ie power, the blinti will see, (ho lame walk, tho leperfs
with its degradfing rites anti superstitions, anti ils in lueaven. This is the divine philosophy of the In. viii Le eluea, (ho deaf wP.1 hear, anati ho poor
vaut system, cf itiola(ry, holdth le woniti enthralled. carnation andi birtii of Christ, in which 1, mercy anti viii have the Gospel preachtil to (hem, anti tzat
A, dot mi cf moral corruption ceveredti he face of Lruth have met eaoh other antijustico anti peace have gospel wiii bring (hema hope anti cmfon(. Ha viii
(ho car(h-vice hecamo doifea, for euch bad a Goai inbraoed each ether." Miaercordia et vedtas ob:* bring llght to the intellect, lave to (ho heart,
for i(8 anthor anti patron-whilet (ho gros; anti eter- via aerzut sibi justitia et pax ou-xdata sun.-(Po. strongth (o the'vil. Ho vii raveal to (ho veld
ual Gotia unkuovu anti naknovledgged. Ho vas lxxxiv. 11.) iiavig tls tI (heu forevor hitiden iu (ha mina
au Outlaw iu hie own oreation. The humin fumnly Thé birth cf tho Incarnate Geti vas the visible cf Goai; Ho wii es(ablih M8e Churéh. and vill
lxad iot its ni(y anti sanctl(y, sud becanie diarupled manifestation cf tho divine bontiny anti gootiness. empover it, to represont Hiru in the wonld when Ha
anti breken up. Elavary hela inl ils chaina two- Ronce, St.. Paul soys (bat lu it,« "tho grace cf shan have latuar te Hia etornal (Lrone. That
third, of(the Roiman voriti, anti degradla, deniers. Goathe Saviourhbath appearea to men"» (Ttua2ch). Church Ble vii cox"u1:1niofl te (esoi aIl the (rutha
lizeti anti orrmxpW tod. Hunian lite bail bezome a Anti again, i te goodueus anti kmnduosa cf God the goe (aught anti Ho vill make it thie store-hanse cf
dark anti porploxing mystery enshroeedin impoine- Saviour appueat."I <Titus 8 chap. 4th verse) Hie sacramental graces. That church wiii feed tha
tmable darkness, yuLh sii its probleins unselveti anti H once, aloc, Bt. Bomnart commnenting on St Paul'a hungry, wiii dLLte tLe nalkEt, viii releva tho poor,
it. destinies anti purpeses nnexplainodl; anti man, verds, Bakte, IlHow coulai Goai botter conimont or wili visit (ho sick, wiii bring hope anti puace mbt
Ilnoble in reasn, ixafinito ln facultice. in ferra at- manifest bis gooincus (han by assuming auir flash ? prison Oeil, viii, like another Vorouica, vipe (ho
mnlrable, lu action lika an angel, the bean(y cf (ho Biow coulai Ho mnore strongly declar is xnercy 1 aveat anai temr anti blooti fromn (ho fae of snfeéring


