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DIARY FOR FEBRUARY. This is felt to be o gricvous wrong. It is universally
acknowledged to be so. Graud Jury aftez Grand Jury
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3. Monday eoivoee TIGRY TERN comtiiences. present it as such, and yet nothing is done.
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for Notice for Sandwich and Whitby. The question arises, why should not something be
7. .. Paper Day, Q. I ? . . .
8. Paper Day, C. I, done? Some say that the attendance on courts of justice
9. bt Sunday after Eptphany. . . . . e . . .
10, Monday ..., Paper D1y, Q. B, to give evidence aguninst criminals is a duty which every
11 Tussdsy irennno Paper Day, €I Last day for Natico of Chancery Lxamina. . . . .
Tuesday o Tarm, Chatham nid Cobonng. ©F C1neeTy Bxamiodd an owes to society.  But is not every man in society as
2. W weree Paper Day, Q. . f oo of 3 t . X . .
B T e et Dy & i, Last day for sorvico ofwerlt County Court- |10k interested in the suppression of crime as those who

15. Satusday vy TrEN onds.

1k SUNDAY . Septuagesima.

18. Tuesday ......... Chancery Examination Term Sandwich and Whithy com.
woeuces  Last day for Notiew fur Leudua agd Beltsville,

22 Saturday......... Duclare for County Court.

3. SUNDAY . Srxagesme.

Tuesday ......... Chancery Examination Terin Chatham aud Cobourg com.

IMPORTANT BUSINESS NOTICE.

Persms indebted tathe Proprictars of thyeJournal are requested to remember that
all our past due accouats have been placed 1 the hands of essrs, Pattene & Avclogh,
Alorneys, Barrie, for collectsion; and that vnly @ prompt 1ematiance tv them will
sare onsls.

2t 1s wouth gro 3t veluclance that the Praprietars have adopted thas course; but they
have bern compelied Lo do 80 in erder o enalde them (o meet therr current expenses
whick are very heary.

Norw thal the usefulbtess af the Journal is o generally admitled At worldd not be un-
reasonable tn expect thut the Preofessiem and Oflicrrs uf the tvurts wou'd acord w a
liberal support, instead of altowing themselves to be sued for ther subseriptions.

®he Hpper Cuomada Lade Jouwwnal,

FEBRUARY, 1862.

NOTICE.

The attention of Subscribers is drawn to the fact that all
desirous of saring One Dollar in the Subscription Money of
the current volume must pay before the iszue of our March
aumber. The Subseription i3 only ¥4 if paid on or before 1st
March in cack year, but $35 otherwise.  Subscriders in arrear
are requested to settle withou! further delay. The amount
due by each Subscriber may be ascertained upon reference to
the cover o) his paper.

PAYMEXNT OF CROWN WITNESSES.

Nothing more tends to the healthy adwinistration of
criminal justice than the hearty good-will and support of
the people.

Whenever in the course of time a law is found to be
opposed to public sentiment, it either becomes a dead
letter or is expressly repealed by the representatives of the
people in Parliament nssembled.

So, when o law i3 by experience found to be a. fective,
an cffort should be made to amend it so as to meet the
wants of the people.

Crown witnesses in Upper Canada receive no pay for loss
of time—no compensation for necessary support. They
are dragged from their homes to the assize town, at the
risk of imprisonment, and compelled day after day at their
own expense to await the pleasure of Crown officers and
the convenicnce of the Court.

happen to be eye witnesses? Why should the circumstance
that a man is accidentally the witness of a crime reader it
necessary for him, whether he can afford it or not, to give
up much of his time and expend much of his money with-
out any compensation from socicty? Is there any such
principle established as thig,—thut all who are called upon
to aid in the administration of the laws for the good of
Sgciety shall do so without compensation from society ?
Quite the contrary. Are not jurors paid for loss of time
and outlay 7 Arve not judges, crown counsel, crown attor-
neys, clerks, criers, and bailiffs, all paid for their services ?
What is the difference between the duty which a man owes
to society to serve as a juror, and that which he may
happen to owe to serve as a witness? There is no solid
difference. The obligation of the one is identical with the
obligation of the other. And yet society compensates the
one and does not the other. The truth is that whenever
society requires any special service to be performed by one
of its members, for the good of the whole, that service
should be requited. This is the rule. 'We do not say that
there can be no exception’to it. But we do say that to
make that exception in the case of crown witnesses is mis.
chicvous, unwise, and unjustifiable.

Crime is sometimes the attendant of want. The eye wit-
nesses are frequently those of the humbler classes of society
—those who can ill-afford to lose a day without its pay.
All experience proves this, and it is especially true of
crown witnesses in this colony. Often and often have we
known the laborer or mechanic constrained to leave his
fumily in want, we might say of its daily bread, in order
to give cvidence under recognizance many miles from
his home. Aud this is not the worst of it. e finds
himself in a city or town of strangers. Ife reecives no
hospitality from society or any of its members. Heis
obliged to pay for his bed and his board, perhaps in 2 town
of small population, where the assize day is a long looked-
for harvest to hotel and boarding-house keepers. All in
attendance on the court are looked upon as fair game.
They come only twice a year, and are accordingly plucked
without compunction of conscience. The mechanic or
laboser is carning nothing aod at daily outlay, and all for
the good of society !

True, if 2 man is prepared o swear be is a pauper, he



