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workx, which aie little known in Kngland, have great reputation
on the continent of Europe and in North and South America. Mr,
Benthum was a beneher of Lincoln’s-inn, and was the father of the
bar. In conformity with the desire of his tuther, he practised for
a short time in equity, and was immediately remarked for the abil-
ity he displayed; but the death of his tuther left him with a mader-
ate fortune and the free choice of his course of life, when he ut
once abandoned all prospeets of professional emoluments and ho-
nours, and devoted the \\'Luhml‘his subsequent life to these lahourg
which ho believed woukl produce the greatest happiness to his fel.
low-creatures. Hix extreme benevolence and cheerfulness ot dis-
position are highly spoken of by all who had the honour to be ad-
mitted to his society, which was wnuch sought after, and also by his
domestica and hy ‘his neighbours who were acquainted with his
habits. The news of the Reform Bill having been carried grealy
checred his last hours.  He has, we are informed, bequeathed his
bady to hisx medical friemd, Dr. Southwood Smith, with a charge
that he shall use it in an anatomical school for disscetion, in illus-
tration of a course of lectures,

REV. C. €. COLTON.

Turs gentleman, the celebrated author of ¢ Lacon,” recently
committed suicide at Fontainbleau, France, by shooting himself
with a pistol.  He took away his own life us it is stated, in order
toavoid a harrible surgical operation which had become necessary
to sustain his existence,

Perhaps no man ever possessed a better tact at writing than the
Rev. Mr. Colton; and perhaps no man ever more abused his facul-
ties, or_departed more essentially in his practice from his preach-
ing. His Lacon has been considered a master piece both in style
and sentiment, and has been a model of initation for more authors
than perhaps any other work extant.

As the l‘ov. Mr Colton has gone heyond the reach of cither
‘:raisc or detraction, an impartial sketeh of the leading incidents of

is life may not he uninteresting.  He was a fellow of King's Col-
lege, Cambridge, and afterwards minister at Kew. He wrote se-
veral small works of little note, but in 1520 he published his ccle-
brated Lacon, which commaunded universal admiration.  Perhaps
no book extant cantiins more moral truisms in fewer words.  For
a while he was quite suceessful in his ministry; but he soon took to
gambling and other extravagancies and became involved in debtso
that he was obliged to leave England. He came to the United
States, where he continucd some time and then went to France.
He there soon beeame a well known frequenter of the gaming sa-
loons of the Paliis Royal, and at one time acquired an immense
fortune. But the reverse which so frequently befalls gemesters,
overtook him and he afterwards became miserbly poor. He has
been for about seven years living at Paris in the ‘most pitinble cir-
cumstances, among what are dcnominated the hells, a living mo-
nument of the vice of gambling, and he has at last finished his un-
happy career, and given verity in his dying moments to the follow-
ing sentiment which we find in his Lacon*



