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THE ALÂBA

upon ber the wroncg that she bas done us.
This is equivaient toasaying -that the question
between the two nations, which bas already
produced se, much exasperation on both sides,
and which involves such large pecuniary inter-
ests, is neyer te, be settled at ail; that we are
sullenly to wait an mndefinite, and perhaps a
very long time, for " something, to turn up,"l
as Mr-. Micawber would say, which shall give
US.an epportiunity, flot for indemnity, but for
revenge, and that ir, the mean time the actual
sufferers by tlue depredations complained of-
the merchants whose property was burnt, and
the insurers who have paid hosses-are to be
left to the full enjoyment of tbe-right of peti-
tion for relief from the national treasury. But
thîs expectant system, though received with
Borne applause when first sugg-ested, is not
Iikely on the whole to be satisfactory to, the
country. None but the bead centre of some
Fenian lodge would deny that a just and hon-
orable settiement is better than any further
postpenement,

Ahs we occupy the position of plaintiffs innhisatter, we are of course to go forward, te
taedistinctly what our dlaims are, and on

what grounds we undertake to maintain them.
And, first of aIl, we are to bear in mind that
our dlaim is against the British governmenl
for its own. sins of omission or commission.
This is a matter in which we cen deal onhy
,with that goverfiment. So far as we hav(
been injured by the reckless and unlawful a.ý;ti
of British' subjects, perpetrated under sudl
'circumstances as to furnish noe ground foi
'charging that gevernment with expressly o-
impliedhy authorizing, permitting, or connivinl
at thie wrong compleined of, we do flot seek ti
call it to account. For that reason, it ha
neyer eccurred to any one, flot even to Mi
Sumner, to dlaim that the British governmen
is to be heldi responsible for the mnanifold iii
conveniences produced by the almost constan
evesions of our blockade of the Soutkhern pertE
There is no kind of doubt that the activity an
success of the bhockade runners prolonged th
war for years. It would have been impossibli
but for them, for the Confederacy to hav
maintained the contest for a single year. 1
regard'te theni, we neither bad nor claime
eny rigbt from that governmnent, except thi
it should leave themn te take the chances,
capture and confiscation. In regard to theai
We have neyer charged that government wil
any complicity in the mischief, and their doinl
Ùiake no part of our dlaims against Einglan
They were ternpted by the pro9pect of eno
imous Profits to run the risk of capture, and
this commercial age it bas bardly occurred
anY One that it was a mnatter of resentmer
even against the-blockede runners themselvE

The first item of our dlaim against the Bhr
ish goverfiment la one about which tee nei
littie argument, and which is not very serious
Controvrted anywhere, viz., the pecunia,
laim- the damages demanded for losses i

îureà and depredations, committed, direct

resulting from, and occasioned by, the failure
of England honestly and faithfully to fulfil the
obligations of neutrality. Mr. Sumner insisa
that this is flot the real question between the
two nations, but even he will hardly deny that
it enters into it, and makes a part of it. It is
one of trie things to be settled and adjusted,
and it is important to consider upon what prin-
ciples this part of our case is to be urged.

So far as this item is concerned, the dlaim
can be computed, adjudicated upon,' and paid,
in pounds shillings, and pence. Ail this is a
pesxliarly proper subject for arbitration, and
we, onl our part, can have no hesitation or
acraple in binding ourselves to submit to the
award. We are fully prepared, as we think,
to satisfy any impartial arbitrator, that, upon
this point at least, we have an unanswerable
casa. It is hardly denied on the floor of' Par-
liataefit «that there was something approaching
to slelect of duty on the part of the officiais
at Liverpool, at least in permitting the escape
of the Alabama. We cannot reasonably coin-
plain that the samne commission which passes
upofl our individual claims against England,
is aîso to audit and examine the individtial
dlaims of British subjects against our own
governmfent. It is a littie extraordinary that
Mr. Sumner should object to the treaty on the-
ground that, in providing for individual dlaimis
on the part of our citizens, it makes thçm.

> tsubject to, a set-off from the individual claims-
of En-land, se that, in the end,' our ,country

SmaY possibly receive nothing." It wýould b-
r strange if it did not. What sort of an arbitra-
r tion would it be that provides that the dlaims

Sof the plaintiff shall be heard and investigvated,
D and that the dlaims of the defendant shall not
s be beard ? Is not an account in set-off a good'

defence as far as it goes, and as, far as it is:
t proved? Howcan he say that, in the end, our

j-counltry will receive nothing, if ail or dlaims
,t are allowed and charged against Erîn1and in.

~.the gefleral account current between her and
d our OWfl country ? Each country mak3s its
.e dlam' in behaîf, and in the right, of such of its

ownl citizens ashave been sufferers by the mnis-
'~conduct of the other. One of the objects of

n the Proposed arbitration is to, ascertain hO'w
ýd mudh England owes, for depredations and
it losses, to our merchants, Certainly, there iga
nf no injustice in inquiring at the saine time, and
at upon the same principles, how mnuch (if anY
àh thing) this country owes for mistakes in seiz-
rsD tires and confiscations, to British merchants.
dI. Mr. Sumner, surely, does not suppose that in
ýr- the very improbable event of s0 large a set-off
in as to eveavery small balance, or no balance
to at ail, in our favor, our Government can say
14, te the merchants, in wbose behaîf it demiis,,
ýs. that nothing has been recovered. Caa our
it. goVerfiment charge these dlaims egai'nst Eng-
ad land, and have them allowed, and then tefuM9
ly to pay thein over to, the losers?
ry The next item of dlaim. on our Pbrt Wfflid
11- seem tô be certainly more r.,not% Cfe conga
l[Y quential, demeges, or WhMs 0m7- b* caid L1*


