8o m*qw are concerned W

. not be. subjectedto captious aﬁ'ﬁ%

voice of the pcpplemustp,vaﬂ
reserve the right to eriticize ‘where
they may obviously fail to

the people’s rights, and to serve ‘the
cuy ‘#ingle-mindedly. Tt remains ‘to
be seen whether our speculations’ of
awlutmkortwopmve to, have
been well-founded, and we shall be
glad to be shown that there was: 19
reason for anxiety.

Is the Truce Over?

Tnless the public are r‘eatly mis-
' jed The Montreal Herald représents
the personal views'of _Sir Wilfrid
Laurier more mumtely than  any
other Enﬂ{ah-spee.k!n‘ Liberal paper
in Canada, We therefcre attach more
than ordigary significance to its edi-
torial in a recent issue entitled: “When

parliament ‘meets in February.”

The Hemld says: 3 ”

Despatches: from Ottawa i re-
gard to the forthcoming assembly
cf-pariiament predict that the ses-
sion will be a short one. This pre-
gdiction is founded, of course, upon
the suppositioh that, as a political
truce is in effect, the opposition
will do nothing but sit in the
benches and cry “Hear, hear,” to
everything that emanates from the
government side of the house,

Our Montrea! neighbor goes on to
say that many questions will come be-
fore parliament upon which the Lib-
eral members representing one-half of
~the people of Canada must be heard.
First among these it places the ques-
tlon of army contracts, alleging that
some unsuitable supplies: have been
furnished to our troops at Salisbury,
and further that only contrictors are
patronized who are out and ocut sup-
porters of the present government.
No whitewashing, it says, will ' be
tolerated, but the truth or falsity of
the charges must be investigated by a
committee of the house upon which
the opposition is represented.

All these are as they may be; our
npressfon in Toronto has been that
the Liberals were getting more con-
tracts than the Conservatives, The
point is thai the Liberals are appar-
ently preparing to discuss disputati-
eusly the conduct of the war, -and if
that is insisted upon, the “truce,” if
ff ever existed, comes to an end.
1'We would be glad to think that there

s a truce for patriotic reasons be-
tween the two political parties, ‘but
every now and then we doubt whether
&9 milk-white flag really ficats over
the two great camwms. The Herald
article, as we take it, says adroitly

nto contemporary said so
ly, that this session

ing mail could be given without any |
difficulty by using the radial cars,|
which run thru Scarboro Village, in-

roundabout way ot doing things,

nseemnpcwtobemedthathe
United States  transcontinental rail-
ways cannot compete for freight with
vessels uslng the Panama Canal. One
authority goes so far as to say that
for the transcontinental railways to
attempt to compete for freight with
the water route would be as hopeless
as it would be for horse-cars to com-
pete with steam railways for business
between New York and San Francisco.
All this, of course, indicates the re-
adjustment that is rapidly coming’
about. ¥For years the steam railways
have found it almost impossible to
ccmpete with the up-to-date electric
car lines for suburban passengers, |
freight and express. From nearly’
every important American city the ra-
dials strike out in every direction serv-
ing all the country within fifty or even
a hundred miles most efficlently, and]
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e : to insist upon the

obligations;
sanctity of The Hague convention.
‘Without suggesting that' America
should go to war, The Spectator huuts
that the bystander is under obl
to interfere “to prevent crime. I
says that people on both sides of the'
Atlantic would attach greater . im-
portance to President Wilson’s note if
preceded or accompanied by equally
strong representations against breach-
@s of The Hague convention with
whigh it charges Germany. It argues
that American trade has ‘suffered
. greatly from ‘the disappearance of
German shipping, and states that ‘the
difficulties in the cotton trade ante-
date the war.
Searching Ships Necessary.

“It is yet to be explained how, ex-
cept by carefully searching ships on
the way to neutral countries contigu-

1n th

Oaln'f lecuﬂtz m which the Prumm

fort will successfully resist the encmy
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A CLEAR NATIONAL AIM,

ﬁ.have a clear national aim u ‘one

of- the first ‘requisites to building ‘a.

nation, Haphazard and pot-luck has

ruined many a home and
If we In ‘Catiada are foolish
admit that We are mere Juw
the busi of self-development,
the rest of the world will tuke us
our own wvalpation,

unppse we. take a leaf outof the

of Buyssia. that vast Slav em-

plre which Germany cynically calls a
barbarism. What is Russia’s ou
As clear and definite as the wu't on

with their own right of way and their| ous to Germany, we can prevent the | the end of a man's nose. Rugg aims

three-rail system they make as good
time as the local passenger trains.

give up local traffic to the radials, and
to 'surrender their transcontinental |
trafic to the ships, what will be left
for them to do? We venture to think
they will do more business than ever,
but do it more efficiently when they
become clearly seized of what
their true function is. The~ ex-
clusion of the steam = rallway
from a great deal of the busi-
ness it has monopolized will perhaps
cause less distress because the change
will come not violently but by degrees.
As yet the Panama Canal seems to
have had no influence wupon freight
rates in Canada, and our radial mil-]
way development has been ‘Janguid
and inefficient.

But the change wili come and the
railways here as well as in the United
States will have to prepare for it.
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WELSHMEN HAD CONCERT.

Yesterday afternoon and evening the
Toronto Welsh Society Jeld its annual |
musical and: elicutionaty competition |
in the Foresters’ Hall. A large erowd.
ot kinsfolk attended. "The ‘delivering :
or recitations in the Welsh dialeét was
a 'special item of interest and suitable |
prizes were donated to . the &uacesstnli
contestants. The children's choir com-
petition breught numerous entrie ;
the efforts of the youthful M
was very pleasingy,

Germans frcm being supplied with
materials required by. the German
army,” says The Spectator. “Do

people expect this country to look on

unmoved while our enemies ‘are thus
supplied with the means of killing our
soldiers?”

The American vopper interests, it is
said, can sell to the allied nations or
to neutra.ls not adjéining Germany at.
prices as high or higher ‘than before
the war. It s{ates, However, that’ ‘the
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to become the greatest farmer
tn the world, to conquer the .xmtat

areas of unfarmed land on the globe, |
But if the steam railways are to| President Wilson and the American | to make the desert bl

ossom asg the rose,.
to keep’ elghty per cent. of her people
on the 1and,' to buy mmctum
goods from other ebuntries.

Very well. . We. believe- Ruuh. un-

derstands her swn national business, |

We have nothtng to teach her.
Cana will have .
with

t
every 1 expects 1o buy her
manufactund .goods from: the coun-
tries that are of the most use to her in
the present erlsk, whwh has for its
;aim the t

‘ the
But she will
never take thdmrouble to bother ‘with

_us, if meanwhile we don't settle it] &
amongourulvuth;tw.lnteudtodo'

lrﬁu mt Jmmnd

bus :
pritilege, it is the eabhxt:lmlc ?n’tv

of ' the pment‘omoment and tor all
tlma § r Can
e et

.goods. -
only a.ppliel when they find that made

in-Capada goods are at lng
produc?r t)z“::: as m ﬁto

| ST, ANNE'S MEN'S ANNUAL. '

v.«z;

The -annual service of the Meus As.

sociation of St. Anne's Church, Glag-
stone averiue, will take vlace .Sunda
{Jan. 3 at 7 p.m. Dr. ' Griffith T
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