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old Tory party, aided.by a very few of the Ifôre, in the paerticu
extreme reforimers, the bill for increasing Ibe beld ta carry v
the representation, originally introduced " whicl, under ordi
by the late Sir Louis Lafontaine, was lost " would attaci ta
on two or three occasions, owing ta its not " popular branci of
being supported by the clear masjority of is wellknown thatLo
two-thirds. Just at the time when it ta dissolve the Parli
became law two of the most important constituted in rega
ieasures whicli have ever been submitted branch as ta render i
ta a Canadian Par'liament, viz., the Secu- an administration. 'J
larization of the Clergy Reserves and the tion between the c
abalitian af thse seigniarial tenure, were tremue reformers was
ripe for legislation. It vas deemed by the sa far succeeded tha
administration of the day that before which followed, the di
legislating on these subjects ilt was de- obtainied a siall majc
sirable Ita bring into operation the ta the disruptioti of
measure for the readjustment of tihe re- and the formation of
presentation in the House of Coinmons," known as thei Liberal-
and also that for extending the.franchise We have already not
whiclh was only ta come -into operation on dissolution affords c
Jst January, 1855. Accordingly when that Sir John 1lacdon
Parliament met in 1854, legislation was views since lie presše
invited sinply on a bill ta bring the ex- questions of the higlhe
tension of the franchise into early opera.- legislature which liad
tion, and 'on one te give effect ta the re- twvotiirds of bath H-
ciprocity treaty, which had just been one of the few survivo
negotiated by Lord Elgin at Washington. who took part in that
The opposition te the Administration, and of the leaders o
consisting of mnembers liolding few or no formers from Ontario
other opinions in common, combined te not a single suivîvor e
oppose the Government. An amendment in effecting the disrup
was at first proposed by an extreme It would be interéasiu
reformer, expressing regret that ls present leaders of that
E.xcelleneyhacd notbeen advised to recon- late dissolu tion. It w
umend a measure for the secularization of generally admitted th
the Clergy Reserves and for the representation in 1853,
abolition of the seigriorial tenure. This te the two divisions o
was rejected by 54 votes ta 15, the Minis- vinces, and which was
terial and Conservative parties uniting ta sive, presented a stron
reject it. [hen a new amendment. was dissolution than the 1
framed expressing the same regret that a The pohicy of that ne
measure liad not been recommended for intention to discuss, b
the settlement of those questions, whicli surprisec tha't those wvh
was carried by 42 votes te 29. • was equitable should lik

Lord Elgin in his dispatch ta the Secie, tbat having been san
tary Of State observes:" Tie Conser- ment, it was only prop

vative members, availing themselves af early operation. We m
the ambiguity of the word settlement ' regards the new electio
ta joi the party who were censuring any bona fide security
the administration foi not hîaving intro- ments in manufacturing

" duced during the then session a bill for mere delusion. No sue
" the secularization of the Clergy Re- given, dnd enterprizes
serves. Lord Elgin laid dovn very clearly dependerit on protectio
the anomalous position of the louse of hazardous.
Assembly., He wrote :9'j Moreover the

position of the House of Assemîbly itself, DIRECT TAXmlu reference to the point which liad
been raised, was an anomalous one. On There are tolerablythe issue whether i not it vas seemly that tae new taxee, yhi
that a certain class Ef questions should posed ta the Quebec Lbe deait with before the dissolution, Administration,nwillbe
wlich would bring into operation a mare by the various commerci
perfect system of popular representa- it is contemplated te ini
tion, that body might be said ta b a immediete question foi
party ta the suit. Its verdict, there- niot se nrul tie polie
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clear indications Y
ch have been pro t
egislature by the t
resisted ta the last s
al bodies on whiclh
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* cansideration a a

y Of the taxes, a t

the.constitutional right of the Lagislature
te impose ihem, and it is biglily desirabie
tliat there should be an authoritative deci-
sion of the iighest tribunal as ta the true
interpretation of tie term direct taxation.
We siould imagine that the Government
itself las 'ather clanged its viel's since
the delive'y of the budget speech f tIhe
Treasirer, and it will he recollected tiat
when Mr. Irvine questioned the legality
of the proposed '< licenses," a terim that was.
used in tise speech of tie Treasurer and
in the statenent that lie submitted, Mir.
Wurtele advised him to 'ait until lie sav
the Government schseme in the forn),sin
which it would be introduced. 'le
resolutions have since been submitted, and
it is singular that there ls ne reference
Nvhsatever in them to a license tax. On the
con trary, they say Ilint I the annuel
'<taxes imiposed on and payable by the
" commercial corpoai'tions,&c.," shall be s.
and se, and these taxes are the same as
the " list of dues to he paid for the differ-
«ent licenses, which the companies are
" bound ta procure." The powers of tle
Quebec Legislatui'ein regard to taxation
are strictly defined by the British 'iorth
America Act, and include IDirect tax-
"ation within the Province in order te the
"raising of a revenue for Provincial pur-
"iposes," aise, " shop, saloon, taverii,
«auctioneer and other licenses, in aider
Ilta the raising of a revenue for Provincial,

local or rnunicipal purposes."
We hardly see how it is possible to

doubt that when tIhe budget speech w'as
delivered, the intention of the Quebec
Administration was to obtain the îcveiue
which it required by a license tax. Every.
one of the ten paagraphs commences
OOn eachd]icense ta do business," andis

the introductory paragraph it is saîd
The follawing is a list cf dues ta he pa 1

i for tha different licenses, whici the
(conpanies are bounld ta pi ocure." bWhen
the old Insurance case was under the
consideration of tie couts, it vas claimad
that the authority ta inipose te tax was
confemr'd by the clause authoiizing
other licenses,'' as vell as tiose for

averns, saloons, &c. Tise final judgment'
eems ta have bee based on the natu e
f the tex, it being not really a license
es or tex, but a statp tex, hieb it was
not constifutional for the Legislatuî'e ta
mpose. The Privy Council, n acn d'ance
iti the general practice of Judicial
ribunals, confined thiemselves st.ictly ta
lie arrowest point bafare tîhem fer deci-
ion, and the ceiseqùece will probably
e another appeal on änctlier. point. ' The
rivy Council declard cl tt 'it is net
ecessary for themn ta couider the scien-
ifll definitic cnf direct o indi'ect taxa-
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