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"FIRST

BEAUTIFULPLAY
AGAIN RETURNS|

of Paradise at the Alex-
andra a Wonderful
Spectacle.

SCENERY 1S GORGEOUS

Weird Effects Secured by the
Scenery and Appropriate
Music.

N ——

“The Bird of Paradise,” which has
come again to the  Royal, is a play
which people like or dislike for rea-
sons of their own. There i8 no ques-
tion of its beautv of presentation no
of a certain indefinable appeal i[
makes, but the idea behind it all is
enervating. Everything sensuous in
color and sound is sought in the work-
ing out of the theme, and the result is
rather weird, not to say, sensational in
spots.

There is something of analogy be-
tween the story of this play and that
of Puccini's opera, “Madame Butter-
fly.” In each case a young American
falls in love with a foreigner and dis-
aster follows. The same effect of pathos
is attempted in orchestral accompani-
ments, but in the Morosco play on an
infinitely smaller scale,

The pleture blackballs the South
Sea Islands and their influence on the
white, The eternal sunshine, the
voluptuous , tendencles of the inhabi-
tants, gross superstition and the
extremes of passion are all woven into
a "Live today; tomorrow we die” phi-
losophy.

The scenic effects in some instances
are gorgeous and the monotonous
chant of native singers blends very
harmoniously with the general senti-
nrent,

Lenora Ulrich, Isabel Randolph, Rob-
ert Morris and Willlam Desmond, as
the principals, evolve their ideas sue-
cessfully, .

IRISH POSTMAN
TURNS PLAYWRIGHT

Abbey Theatre, Dublin, is Doing
Good Work in Discovering
Dramatists /

Lennox Robinson, author of this cle-
ver play, “Patriots,” which is to be
produced by the Irish Players tomor-
row evening, spoke in the studio of the
Margaret  Eaton School yesterday
morning, describing the origin, rise and
progress of the Abbey Theatre. Mr.
Robinson is a Cork man, six feet three
in height, and slender as a willow.
His voice is soft and musical and he
speaks with graceful fluency and some
humor. He admitted, however, that
the dour black north contributed all
.the. . humor, and the pleasant, sunny
south, all the tragedv and tears of the
new Irish drama. Not one play had
come out of Dublin, but new plays
come in fromthe country. A postman in
County Cork sentintwo fine plays, and
a school teacher another; neither of
these men having had any dramatic
experience. Many other plays have
also been written in this way, not one
of “which would ever have been heard
of but for the Abbey Theatre.

Mr. Robinson traced the history of
the Irish theatre from 1899, when W.
B. Yeats, George Moore, Lady Gregory
and others began the “Irish Literary
Theatre,” thru the period when Synge
joined them and the Tay brothers as-
sisted in the acting, til 1905, when Miss
Horniman made it possible to open the
Ahbey Theatre,

WELL-BALANCED BILL
AT PARK THEATRE

t

Sweet - '»'.>iCCd~'CT)ntralm Heads
Program—Boy Comedian
Well Received

A well-balanced bill is presented at
the Park Theatre for the
days of the week. Miss Gertrude Gard-
iner, contralto, proved a head-line num-
ber, her strong, sweet-toned voice
completely captivating the audience.

Londell and Tucker, in a comedy
singing and dancing act, were a big
hit, 80 much so that the large audience
gave them sgeveral recalls,

Miss Lela McCall, in a high-class

~singing act, with the latest songs, was
well received,

Harry Collins, the English boy come-
dian, in a “Nut Act,” with good songs
,and jokes, pleased his audiences,

Yale and Davidson, in a very clever
comedy singing and dancing act, %00k
very well,

Harry Woods, 4 black-faced comedian,
completed the Dhill.

The pictures shown are of the usual
high . standard.

first three}’

»

IRISHPLAYERS
AT THE PRINCESS

Brilliant and Fnhionéble Au-.
dience Attended Playson
First Night.

INTERRUPTION

.

SLIGHT

Some Objectors Vented Their
F eel(‘ings by Making a

Noise.

One ‘of the most intellectually bril-
liant audiences, as well-as a highly
fashionable one, that has assembled in
Toronto, gathered in the Princess last
night to hear the opening performance,
of the famous Irish Players, in two of
their representative pieces. -~ These
were: W. B. Yeats “Kathleen ni
Houlihan” and J. M. Synge's, “The
Playboy of the Western World.,” Ex-
traordinary, and, it may be confessed,
unexpected enthusiasm = greeted the
players, and the applause after each
curtain was unusually prolonged and
earnest, Repeated calls were given
after each act, and at the final curtala
there were half a dozen callss The
plays given last night represent a type
of life confined to the remotest dis-
tricts of Ireland, so- faithful to very
ancient modes of thought that it has
been deemed a marvel of literary art
that J, M, Synge should have captured
and recorded the thought and speech
of the people. Some ignorant and
perhaps unlettered persons have taken
offence at this conception, and as in
a few other places an organized body
of fifteen youths of 18 years of age, led
by a misguided zealot, interrupted the
first act of “The Playboy” with whist-
ling, groans and coughing. On the
lights being turned up the noise sub-
sided and the play went on without a
bfeak, tho the din of the departure
of the objectors lost a few lines of the
play to the audience. Synge is regarded
by * many as the greatest of Irish
dramatists, but evidently these people
were unaware of the fact. The com-
pany fully justified all that had ‘been
promised of it. Miss Noura Desmond’'s
presentment of the symbolic “poor old
woman,” Ireland in her grief in 1798,
with too many strangers in her house,
and her four fine fields taken away
from her, was a most impressive and
thrilling picture. The methods of the
Irish players are not those of the
regular stage, and ordinary theatrical
conventions are constantly outraged,
but the Irish pplayers hold dheir audi-
ences either in pathos or humor, and
the peals of laughter which spread
thru the house during almost the
whole of the three acts of ‘The Play-
boy” are sure to attract’ a delighted
crowd for the rest of the week. The
work of Eithne Mdgee as Pegeen
Mike, of Arthur Sinclair ds Michael
James, heér father, and of . Fred
O'Donavan as Christopher was only
more notable for its greater promin-
er.ce in the play, for the minor parts
were filled with equal excellence. The
fine voices and clear enunciation of
the eompany were commented upon,
The same program will be presented
at tomorrow’s matince and on Thurs-
day evening. Owing to the interven-
tion of the censor the program this
evening will be changed, &Synge’'s
“Riders to the Sea” being substituted
for George Bernard Shaw’s play, “The
Shewing up c¢f Blanco Posnet,” Two
other pieces “The Rising of the Moon”
and’ “The Building Fund” will aleo be
given,

At the close of the performance
mweny local Irishmen of all ranks ex-
pressed their disgust at the interrup-
tions frgm “The Ward."”

LOTS OF LAUGHS
IN GAYETY SHOW

Roseland Girls’ Presentation of

Humorous Burlesque Wins
Approval of Audience

Many laughs were caused in the
seagond act of the “Roseland Girls" pre-
er tation of “Soclety a la Carte” at the

dyety Theatre yesterday by the per-
formance of Solly Ward as Herman
Sousebuilder, Eddie Swartz as Homer
Sherlockstein, a detectjve and Miss
Fitzgerald, The first dct was some-
what ordinary. The imitations of a
dog and a cat fight during ‘this act by
Migs Fitzgerald and Ed Swartz were
the bezt part of this section. The
show thruout was breezy and the bril-
lant attire of the chorus girls greatly
helped to win the audience's approvall.
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GHTS AT TORONTO THE

A Real Wémén't Play" at the
Grand Opera

House.-

STRONG AND ARTISTIC

Drama With Direct Story,
Strong Appeal and Splen-
did Ycenes.

A play skilfully produced and acted
with fine judgment is “A Butterfly on
the Wheel,” the offering at the Grand
Opera House this week, It makes a
strong a 1 and is sure to please all
classes thealtregoers. § 1
The story concerns itself with a
foolish little wife whose husband, a
member of the British Parliament,
while he trysts her, devotes most of
his time to politice. The wife is given
full freedom, which she abuses, but
without evil intent. A former suitor
{Roderick Collingwood) is still in love
with her, and as she finds much plea-
sure in his company, they jointly ar-
range many secret meetings, On one
occasion Collingwood /plans {that she
should become separated from a ‘party
traveling to Switzerland, with the re-
sult that Peggy (the wife) and Col-
lngwood find themselves alone in
Paris. They go to an hotel, and during
‘he evening Peggy, meaning no harm,
allows Collingwood to come into her
apartment, Admasto (the husband),
vack in London, has been notified in
an anonymous letter that Callingwood
plans just such a thing. He calls up
his wife over the telephone and Col-
tingwood takes up the receiver. This
sets the husband on his way to Paris,
where he arrives the fext morning
and spurns his wife, Then follows the
suit for divorce, The trial, which oc-
curs in the third act, is realistically
présented, Peggy s occupying the
witnegs box. She is confronted by a
mass of evidence which has been col-
lected by a hired detective, who fol-
lowed her to Paris. The audience is
convinced that the wife is innocent;
therefore their sympathy is with her.
This rouses keen interest in the trial,
which soon resolves itself into a cross-
fire between the prosecuting counsel
and the witness, She makes frequent
appeals to the court for protection, but
in each instance is told to answer ques-
tions and make no criticism. In the
end, however, she collapses, her Tittle
body. falling over the rail of the wit-
ness stand.

Charlotte Lillard as Peggy presents
the (part in an artistic manner, and in
the big scene displays wonderful abili~
ty, retaining the sympathy of the au-
diénce by her clever portrayal of the
role. The entire company is an excep-
tionally - good one and-all the parts
were intelligently presented,

“A Butterfly on the ‘Wheel” ‘will ‘ap-
peal strongly to the women and points
out a good Jlésson to all husbands. It
should prove a strong attraction at the
Grand, especially at the matinees on
Wednesday and Saturday.

JUVENILE ARTISTS
CLEVER AND AMUSING

P

Gus Edwards’ Kid Kabaret Scored
Hit - With Shea’s
Audicnqcs

An exceptionally bright entertain-
ment has been provided for this week
at Shea’s Theatre. It would be hard
to single out any act which could claim
the dictinction of being the best.

Gus Fdwards' Kid Kabaret contain-
ed many items of speclal merit, and as
an added attraction introduced Little
Georgie and Cute Cuddles, who are
perhaps two of the best children enter-
tainers\at present:before the public.

Lyons and Yosco scored a great suc-
cess with their beautiful music and
singing, while Charlie .Aliearn’s Big
Comedy Cycling Company introduces
some very fine and amusing acts on
most extraordinary-shaped wheels. The
big feature of the race between the
cycle and auto caused endless amuse-
ment.

“Reno and Return” was a splendid
comedy sketch played in great style by
Albert Perry & Company. It is a nice
little playlet showing how a divorced
husband wins back his wife's affection.

Mary Dorr proved to be an excep-
tionally clever young lady with a
charming voice. and Miller and Lyle
had some fine cross talk ‘and ended
with a clever exhibition of -dancing-

boxing.

GILFORD DUDLEY.

The loeal detective depariment
would like to learn the present where-
abouts of Gilford Dudley, who was last
heard of living at 20 {Sprucehill road,
Balmy Beach, !

ness man.

Says ~ffjl'hg;.j5howing Up of
Blanco Posnet” is Not Fit
 for Fotonto,

S50

————

MANAGER'S PROTEST -

Action qof ial Absurd in

Barring F :.Wti‘ght's Most
VA ‘-"

Editor World: The censor of Toronto
has refused to allow the Irish Players
to present Bernard Shaw's play “The
Showing up of ‘Blanco Posnet,” adver-
tised for presentdtion at the Princess
Theatre this week., That is to say, the
Toronto censor has declared that this
play, by the meost sincere as well as
the most brilliant living dramatist, is
one that is not fit to Le seen by the
people of Torento..

it is not a very serious thing for us
that we are not to be-allowed to play
“Blanco Posnet” this week; we have
many ofher plays we can put in its
stead. and T think our reputation is
sufficiently ‘established to clear us
from the charge of producing an in-
decent play for indecency’s sake; nor
is it a very serfous thing for Mr. Shaw,
whose position as a dramatist is firmly
established on both sides of the At-
jantic: but that it is possible in Tor-
onto to stifile a sincere work of art is
a very serious matter for Toronto,

It is”a serious thing when a com-
paratively young and growing city in
a new gountry deliberately sets hounds
on its gwn freedom of thought. Tt is
a serious thing that a country which
has nét yet succeeded in expressing
itsélf thru the arts should handicap
itself by shuiting its eyes and stop-
ping its ears to the art o other coun-
tries.

A censorship of arts and morals is
nearly always ridiculous, in this pres-
ent case it'is absurd, For never in his
plays has Shaw—the most truthful of
our dramatists—beén more sincere,
never has he chosen a subject more
noble and uplifting. " I hate the drama
that .preaches, that teaches a moral,
but if there ever was a moral play
that justified its morality it is “The
Showing up of Blanco Posnet,” I ad-
mit there is blaspnemy in it, there is
blasphemy of the same kind in the
Bible. I admit one of the principal
characters is an abandoned woman,
but she has heen too often the subject
of a drawing-room comedy to be ob-
jected to in a serious play.

If Toronto were my native town I
would fight to my last breath to crush
such an censorship, but my only duty
now is to make public the fact that
Mr. Bernard Shaw's most moral play
has been suppressed here, and leave
Toronto to workiout her own: salva-
tion. e i :

TLennox Robson,
Manager Irish Players.
Princess Theatre, Toronto.

“THE CHARMING WIDOW”
IS CLEVER BURLETTA

F. W. Stair’s Own Show Appealed
to Big Audiences at Star
Theatre, .

F. W. Stalr's own show, “The Girls
from the Follies,” appearing #at the
Star Theatre this week, presentis a two-
aet comedy buricetia entitled “The
Charming Widow,” in which Dan
Coleman, Irish comedian and chief
funmaker, keeps the - audience in a
roar of laughter from the rise of the
curtain till the finel with  his new
songs and witty sayings.

Mr. Coleman is supported by a fine
cast, including .stich well-known bur-
lesque celebrities ag Alma Bauer,
Violet Hillson, Lillian Raymond, Phil
Jaffe, ¥red Bulla, Clyde Bates and
Thomas McKenna, The latter is a
good singer, The scenic effects end
stage settings are good, and the
chorus consists of a large number of
pretty and well-e7stumed girls.

In conjunction with the regular per-
formance starting today and continu-
ing till the end of the season all the
games played away from home by the
Toronto ball team. will be shown on
the paragon score board.
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{“EDUCATED” COLLI
 DIES OF PNEUMO

“Lady Sparkle” Was Well

t!
and Leighton have a

Known in Vaudeville
“*Small Time" Circuits,

et

COULD ALMOST SPEAK

Frank W. Lloyd Heartbroken
Over Loss of Four-Footed

(., Partner.

R ]

“Lady Sparkle,” a performing collie
valued at $1000, and part ‘of the vaude-
ville act of “Lloyd and his Talking
Dog,” which appeared at the Park
Theatre two weeks ago, died yesterday
at J. A. Campbell's hospital for dumb
animals on HBdward street. The dog
tcok sick with pneumonia in Orillia,
where its8 owner, Frank W, Lloyd, was

appearing on Friday night, and was
immediately hurried to Toronto by
train. Altho everything possible was
done the animal fafled to withstand
the heavy cold it had contracfed and
passed away., On the ‘“small time”
cirenits “Lady Sparkle” was known
as “the dog with thie college educa-
tion.” She could add,  subtract and
multiply before an audience, pick out
flags of different nations as the or-
chestra played national airs, and
would shake hér head for “yes”’ and
“no” in answer to questions, She
could also play “Home, Sweet Home"
on the musical chimes and spell out
words with block letters, as well as
set a large clock to the time of day
asked for. !

Lloyd is almost heart-broken at the
foss of his canine associate, The
little act was the mole support of him-
self and wife, Miss Blanche Mead, a
vaudeville performer, who was recent-
ly stricken by paralysis at Parkers-
purg, West Virginia. Before leaving
to join his wife, he personally tooked
after the burial of his pet.

SIX DIVING NYMPHS

Fancy and Expert Diving Exhibis
tion Pogular Feature in
ood Bill

Loew's bill is featured this week by
the “Six Diving Nymphs,” in which a
really excellent exhibition of fancy and
expert diving is given by record-holding
champion girl swimmers and divers,
The large tank is
sceénery, the surface being shown the
audience by ‘means of a large mirror.

Carmen's Minstrels are A well-bal-
anced aggregation, and Paul Stephens,
a one-legged acrobat, gives a turn that
s somewhat out of the ordinary. Kelso
comedy and song
sketch that is good. Laurie and Allen,
kid characters, in Bongs and dances;
Klein Brothers, German comedians, and
Elizabeth Cutty, in sgongs, are other
good features in a bill that is above

the average.
KITTY GORDON COMING.

At the Alexandra tomorrow the seat
sale opens for Kitty Jordon in VY Pretty
Mrs. Smith,” the cemedy with music
in .which this popular star will appear
all next ‘week, beginning Monday
night. The engagement of Miss Gor-
don at the Alexdndra is in the nature
of a special event, as it was arranged
only last Saturday between Oliver
Morosco, her manager, and Mr. Sol-
man., Miss Gordon has scored an en-
ormous hit in this play, which is said
to be the hest vehicle she has had since
she came from Englgnd, “Pretty Mrs.
Smith” is not a nmrusical comedy, It
ig a comedy with music. From what
has heen said of -it, one may judge
that it is an exceptionally clever and
merry farce with an abundance of

catchy music. ;
s O s e
TOOLS WERE STOLEN.

he theft of a_quantity
jous buildings Mizzan
on street, was arrest-
ed l;y Detective Armstrong jast even-
iug. Yrspepe WAaS caugnt trying to

Charged with-t
of tools from var
Yrsyepe, 82 Curz

pawn the tools on York street.

AT LOEW’S THEATRE |

hidden behind special |.

Country.

-

Six hundred dollars is

particulars from,
Canada, Limited, 106
Toronto.

VALUABLE LEGS.

Donald Brian has just taken out a
policy for $50,000 to. iusure his legs,
wkich are the most talked-about p ir
of limbs in the limelight ~today. On
account of the dance he does in act
three of *The Marriage Market,”
which is called “The Futurist Twirl,”
and is executed on a table which is
carried off while he is pirouetting, he |
was forced to pay a heavy premium,

WIDEN DANGEROUS CORNER

The property holders at the corner
ot Bloor and Lansdowne are holding a
meeting tonight at the Park Theatre
rooms, 688 Lansdowne avenue, to con-
sider the widening of these corners by
gome 30 feet. All property-holders are

runabout; the touring car is six fifty;
town car nine hundred—if.
complete with equipment.
Ford Motor Company -of
Richmond Street West,

As many Fords were sold in Canada
last season as all other makes
combined—eloquent proof of our
slogan “The Universal Car"'—and
it’s your, car—made in your,

the price of the Ford
the
0. b, Ford, Ont.,
Get catalog and

GLOUCESTERSHIRE MEN
TO BE LOOKED AFTER

2

Old Boys’ Association Will -Pros
tect Intergsts of New Am -
rivals, /

¥red Gosling, 186 Gilmore avenus,
secretary of the Gloucester Old s
Association, was authorized at #
 meeting of the association in their
room at the corner of Keele °and
Dundas streets last night, to look
after the interests of Gloucester vesi-
dents arriving In Toronto. He will
endeavor to find lodgings and posi-
tions for them. During the e g
{ve euchrs was played and
refreshments were perved, s

requested to attend,when plans explain-
ing the proposed widening will be

shown.

Tummer occupied the chair,

o
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