
to their view, other nations had been spreading their power and 
influence throughout the world while the German people were 
engrossed in the higher considerations of philosophy and religion, 
so that now the German Empire must win by the sword that 
which it had omitted to secure before the German race was con
solidated under Prussian dominance. Their meet influential 
writers treat all proposals to establish international courts of arbi
tration as designed to prevent the legitimate expansion of their 
Empire. In the introduction to one of his latest works, General 
Bernhardi, in speaking of international arbitration, uses this 
language :

“ We Germans, therefore, must not be deceived by such official 
“ efforts to maintain the peace. Arbitration courts must evidently 
“ always consider the existing judicial and territorial rights. For 
“ a rising State, which has not yet attained the position due to it, 
“ which is in urgent need of colonial expansion, and can only 
“ accomplish it chiefly at the cost of others, these treaties therefore 
“augur ill at once as being apt to prevent a rearrangement of 
“ power.”

And again:
“ If we wish to gain the position in the world that is due to 

“ us, we must rely on our sword, renounce all weakly visions of 
“ peace, and eye the dangers surrounding us with resolute and 
“ unflinching courage.”

And again:
“ Every State would sin against itself if it did not employ its 

“ power when the right moment has arrived.”
And again:
“ Germany’s further development as a world-power is possible 

“ only after a final settlement with England.”
Especially, the German people have been taught that the 

British Empire stands in their way and must be dealt with at 
an opportune moment as Denmark, Austria and France were in 
turn overthrown. Germany is, beyond question, the greatest mili
tary power in the world. The organized military forces of our 
Empire are absolutely insignificant in comparison ; but the condi
tions of our existence make it necessary that Great Britain should 
be, beyond question, the greatest naval power. The ocean pathways 
are the veins and arteries of the Empire^ and when these are cut 
or obstructed it cannot continue to exist. Naval power is not in the 
least essential to the national existence of Germany, yet she has 
proclaimed that her future is on the sea. What that betokens may 
be gathered from her past upon land. Notwithstanding every
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