
JOHN DE BRÉBEUF
APOSTLE OF THE HURONS

THE Brébeuf family was of Norman origin; it 
* can be traced as far back as the middle of the 

eleventh century. William, Duke of Normandy, had
a Brébeuf with him at the battle 
of Hastings in 1066. Another ac
companied Saint Louis, two cen-
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turies later, in his crusade against the Turks, and 
bravely led the Norman nobles during the siege 
of Damietta. In 1251, a Nicholas de Brébeuf is 
mentioned in the chronicles of the family as one 
of the chief citizens of Bayeux. According to Du 
Hamel, the annalist, the Arundels of England and 
the Brébeufs of Normandy both descended from 
a common ancestry, but posterity is impressed less 
by the ties of Norman blood which may have linked 
those two ancient families together than by the 
sacrifices they both made, even to martyrdom, to 
preserve their ancient faith.

It was at Condé-sur-Vire, in the diocese of 
Bayeux, that John de Brébeuf was bom, on March 
25, 1593. We have no details regarding his early 
years, but the child undoubtedly received the train
ing in piety and learning which was one of the tra-


