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(Jen/lc'iiien, fliall firft by a folemn vote dilchargc one

of their members as a rafcat, and in a fhort tune af-

ter, place him at their head. That fuch a cafe has

usually happened, appears upon record.

In the year 1711, the Houfe of Commons refolv-

ed, " That Robert H'tilpole, Efquire, having been thi'3

" feflion of parhament committed a prifoner to the

" Tower, and expelled this Houfe for a breach of

" tru/i in the execution of his office, and notorioi s

*' coRRTjpTJON, when Secretary at War, was, and is

" incapable of being eleded a member to ferve in

" this prefent parliament." Such an expulfxon would

for ever have bolted him out of any fociety but a

Britifli fenate. In 1715, when a new parliament

was called, he refumed his feat. He rofe fuperior

to competition ; and the end of his career was wor-

thy of his outfet. Yet his charader can lofe no-

thing by a comparifon with that of his conftituents,

the burgefles of Lynn, who attempted inftantly up-

on his expulfion, to return liim a fecond time as their

reprefentative, but their choice was rejected. Nor

was it becaufe Walpole had pilfered live hundred

guineas that he was expelled and fent to the Tower.

He was a Whi^, and at that time the majority in the

Houfe of Commons were Tories. This was regarded

as the true caufe of his fentence*.

The Earl of Wharton, another Whig, was fined

in a thoufand pounds for an outrage too grofs to be

repeated. This did not deprive him of his feat in

* George the SecoDd, on his acceilion, had refolved to dif-

mifs Walpole. 7'he minifter offered on condition of keeping hi;

place, to obtain an addition of an hundred thoufand pounds />er

mnnum to the civil lift, and a jointure of an hundred thoufand

pounds to Queen Caroline. His tenns were accepted. It is im-

pofTible for the human mind to conceive a more fordid tranfadion.

Edmund Burke, in what he calls an appeal to the old whigs, has

gravely affured us, that " Walpole was an honourable man, and
" 2lfound WHIG. He was not a prodigal and corrupt miniftcr. Wf-

" was far from governing by CQrruptwnP


