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That many valuable works of wit and humour prove

abortive, or die in embrio, for want of this liberty,

in one inftancc, and from dread of eccleiiaftic tyranny

in the other, cannot be queflioned. It may ('tis true)

be attended with fome difadvantages, but where

throughout the boundaries of nature, is abfolute una-

dulterated good ? Every poifon has its antidote, and, it

is to be feared, moft human advantages their attendant

inconveniences. Gold has its alloy—licentioufnefs is

the alloy of liberty; and as it gives currency to the one,

it may lend a zed to the other—and not without its ufe

—as the human paffions are ordained by the omnifcient

author of Being to be the teft of virtue, marking out

our moral boundaries by the variety of light and fhade,

and giving to virtue both its ftrugglcs and its triumphs.

The advantages arifi.ng from the liberty of the prcfs,

like a felf-evident propofition. Hand in no need of

proof or illuflration; they are inflantaneoufly apparent,

irom the many ufeful and entertaining produdions,

which, in our iiland, folely owe their birch to it. It

has


