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The Earl of Lekefler to ^een Elizabeth.

[This letter, which produced the memorable and popular vifit of

Queen Elizabeth to her camp at Tilbury, was omitted in its pro-

per place ; and it is hoped, the fubjedl will juftify the inferting

it here.]

July the 27th, 1588*.

TVA'Y mod dear and gracious Lady! It is mod true that thefe ene-

mies that approach your kingdom and perfon, are your unde-

fcrved foes, and being fo, hating you for a righteous caufe, there is

the lefs fear to be had of their malice or their forces ; for there is a

inoft juft God that beholdeth theinnocency of your heart; and the

caufe you are aflailed for is his and his church's ; and he never failed

any that faithfully do put their chief truft in his goodnefs. He
hath, to comfort you withal, given you great and mighty means to

defend yourfelf ; which means, I doubt ndt but your Majefty will

timely and princely ufe ; and your good God that ruleth all, will

affift you and blefs you with vidory.

It doth much rejoice me, to find, by your letter, your noble difpo-

fition, as well in prefent gathering your forces, as in employing

your own perfon in this dangerous adion. And becaufe it pleafeth

your Majefty to alk mine advice touching your army, and to ac-

quaint me with your fecret determination for your perfon ; I will

plainly and according to my poor knowledge, deliver my opinion to

you. For your army, it is more than time f it were gathered, and

•The Earl died in the beginning of the gives but an indifferent account of the forma-

Scpfember following. tion and difcipline of chis army, which he faw

t Sir John Smith, an old foldier, in his encamped ; fo it was very fortunate the vetr-

curious ueatife of the tables of this time, ran troops in the Low Cjuntrics did not land.
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