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cloftf of the lafl; war, had learned the fecret of paralyzing tlii

fpecics of hoilility. Can it then be expcfted, that with no enemy

t)n the ocean, and with double the number of (liips of war, (lie will

lit ilill, and permit us peaceably to rob her citizens ? Evciy naval

officer, and every merchant knows, however ignorant they may be

at Wafliington, that fifty fail faiUng frigates would as completely

blockade our ports, and fecure our privateers from the power of

doing injury, as if they were under lock and key, or hauled up a la

Jefferfon, in the dry docks of the Potomac.

We proceed then to coiiilder the otlu-r branch of our means of

annoyance, which may be called commercial warfare.— It is main-

tained, that we can by a war bring Great-Britain to an acknowl-

edgment of our claims ; by coniifcatiug the debts due to he.

merchants ; by ruining her manufadurers ; by refufing to be

doathed ; and by itarving her Well-India colonies. Although it

would be eafy to fliew, that all thefe meafures would eventually

produce more dillrcfs to the United States than to Great-Britain,

tliat in all cafes of this nature, the dependance is mutual, and that

in fuch conteils, the pnorefl Hate always fuffers the moil ; yet I

Hiall leave this point to tlie good fenfe of my readers, and confidcr

them as operating only on Great- liritiiin.

]'irll then, wc are to carry on tiie war, and to diftrefs our enemy

" It \sv look l);ick to thi' tuo laft yi'.ir-. of our revoliitioii:irv war, .'

liulfjnu'nt may l)i' fornu'il on this point. A (Irikinjf ilct'ci;^ in her naval

.irr.ni;^i'nii'nts in prccitlin;^ vc.irs, k'tt our port^ open tor the entry of coni-

luer.c, for tlie eiiiiipinent of privatecr>, antl the introduction of prizes. A
different arrangement in the latter part of the war, totallv clianged the

feene. The Iniall privateers were hauled up as inial)le to cope with arm-
ed nierehantnien, and the lar;;er jirivateers were taken. Our lliippin.; fell

.It the fame time a faeritice to the vioil.uit operations of the Rritifli navy.
" At tlie |)refent moment (17ii,')) her naval power is ext:;nded tieyond a!!

former examples ; wiiile that nf her aumi.s is at leart not incn.if.l.

" 'Jdly. Our landed as well as commereial interelts would fuiler heyoud al!

ealeidation. Agriculture above the fupjiiv of our own wants, would be luf-

peniled, or its pnilmr furlih un cur Iijil.'j. The value of our lands anil ev-

. ry fpeeies of tlomeUick pro|i,rty woidd link.

" lldly. The fourcesof reveinie f.iiliiijr, |)ulilick credit would be dtilroyed,

.Old multitudes <if citizens involved in ruin. The /:,ifL' at l.in^c would hi-

(ilunjijed from the fuinniit of profperity into an abyl's of ruin, ti'o liulden

and too levere to be p.itieiitly borne. To incre.ife their calamities, Mn\:
axf! must be levied to I'upport the war ; and it would be happy for \i,

' \\v could coiDlenipl.iic onlv //..•i \\ :ir. !n wli-oU ,,//»•>/ in.'i,:"
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