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Extract of a I><ifpatch from the Ho<T(;tary of Htate for the Colimles to

Sir K. Iliiiul, datoci 27th Nov«riilK!r, 1H58.

" You will t*tr that his oKjed in iiddnssing mo is to procure .«uch

ti'stiiiiony an luav bi' vufViricnt to curroct what hf reprcsonti* to be a

prevalent iiiiprcssiou iii Caiia-la tut to n;inplicity on his pari in the iiisur-

roetionary niovonu;nt tti wlii<li ht- alhnU'.*" in Australia.

* Vou art', tluTrfon'. nuthori/ni to awsurf Sonicrvillf, that he waw not

KUppwil hy thr < JoviTuinonl to have had any improper partioiptition in

tlu' ailejred ciieniiif.tant^s to whi<'h he now refers as having; been brought

under the notiee of tliis dcipartnient, and that they were only so brou;_dit

throu^'h the nudium of his own eonnnunieations.

"Vou niivy aJf<o add, that, !<o fur aH 1 know, Honierville evinced a laudable

desire to iiffonl to my jiredccessor infonuation whifli he (Sonierville)

bi'liev»!d to be of an in)i<ortant character,

" I have, &(.'.,

{i>i<:nv.d,) '• E. B. Lytto\,

One piirson, at least, who has seen that letter, finds in it sn(*h a

tneanin<r as thi^

:

Tliat at the Colonial Office the ofiieials had not heard of any secret

political societies in Australia, or of danger to liritish authority, until I.

made the communication : and that they did not then helieve that my
intbrniatiun was finmded on facts.

I may add to this view of the case luy first inipressic. , namely, that^

while they were pK-ajsed to say that tluy had perfect conlidence that 1

believed what I told them, they doubted its existence on the ground

that no agitu^iop for Australian revolution had been heaid of by them,

and no motive seemed to exist for any such niovement. It wa» not for

me to state motives and sustain them by argument : I declined to do so.

1 did not even refer to the grievances about land, wliich are glanced at

in this chapter. Hut for my own vindicjition, T prodiuied collateral proofs

of the very few allegations made to show that I at, least had grounds for

what I. l)elieved. To me individually it wa.'^ immaterial whether they

believed, in June 1858, ali or nothing of wliat 1 felt it my duty, in

conformity with the conservative instincts of my whole life, to commu-

uicate; but at, or soon after, the 27th of Novembi-r, when Sir Edward

IJtdwer Lytton wrote the despatch to the Governor General ol' Canada

from which an extract was given me, he must hav' known that the jmb lie

agitation for Australian '• independence '" was i.iitiated on the 28th of

August 1858 at Melbourne, and as (juiekly suppressed through the quiet

operations of the Colonial Government there.

Soon after 1 reoeivod the letter in Quebec, a paragraph of Aostraliaa


