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oiut t(i two liundrod fi'ut, IIh whIIs iii-m UMUiilly niMirly vertical and in

j)liic«'H (•x<'(>od IT)!) ft««'t in hniglit. In low wiittT, tln' navij^iition of lh«

(-iinon is reported to he vn>*y, hut in Heiisons of HimkI tlie i'M'iM>l|i>n

Mtreani in piirtly ditinnied hack, utid itH efTort to force a way through

the narrow channel in attended with the production 1 f such whirl-

p<M>is and l)illoWH that its passaj^e witli largo hoatH in exceedingly dilli

cult and with small Itoats is ini|M)ssihl<>. The ( Mnenica was still high

when we reached the Cuflon, and after an exaininatiun it was decided

to make a portage. A trail was cut along tiie north hank, and the

portage w IS made in less than a day. 'J'he ridge through which the

Onienica cutH at the Cailon incroaHOH ra[>idly in height to the north,

and (levttlops into a mountain range the peaks of which exceed oOOO

feet in iieight. Southward the ridge «(M)n dies away.

Aliove the IJIack Cafiun the valley is closed in for a mile or more l>y

steep <'lifrH of sandstones, clays and conglomerates hetween which the

stream rusiu's with torrential speed. Further up the stream hends to the

north-west anil follows jiarallel to the dii-eclion (»f t;ie mountain ranges

of the district, the rocky walls disappear, and the ri\(!r, freed from

coidinement, enlarges to twic<^ its former width. Ahovo the hend the

river follows a wide valley hetween the m()unttwns as fai' the mouth of

Tchutetzeca, a distance of t<:n miles. The Omcnica in this reach

is wide and swift; no lapids were mc^t with, hut short and strong

" rillles, ' exceedingly dillicult to ascend, occur e\ ory few liundrtMl

yards. .\ notahle feature of the river here is the great di'ift.piles of

logs which have heen heaped uj) hy the rapid current at all the bends,

and on the heads of the numerous gravel-hars and islands around

which the stream divides. The Tchutet/eoa, a rapid streani about

1")0 feet wide, comes in froui the north-west down the same valley

occupietl by tiie Omeiiioa above the Caiion. It has not yet been

explored.

Above the mouth of the Tchutetzeca the Onienica leaves the lon-

gitudinal valley followed below, and hends to the west. The declivity

and current increase, and for some miles the river is simply a wild tor-

rent plunging in a succession of rapids from bar to bar. The ascent of

this jxirtion of the river proved a matter of no ordinary ditliculty.

The trackieig-line could not be used owing to the beaches being

covei-ed by high water, and the sti'ength of the curr(mt rendered

piling in many places etjually impracticable. At the worst places

wading in the ice cold water and pulling the canoes up foot by foot

against the foaming stream, at the risk of stundiling on hidden and

slippery Iwulders paving the channel, proved the only practicable

means of ascent. Our progress here was very slow, and for some days


