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are prepared, in preference to the compliance with their 
ruinous demands, to let them go, and to leave them to build the 
Columbia section with their 10,000 people, their tone will be 
more moderate, and we shall hear no talk about secession. The 
principal person indeed who has spoken of it hitherto is Sir John 
A. Macdonald, who almost invited it in his election speech during 
the late contest. They won’t secede; they know better. Should 
they leave the Confederation, the Confederation would survive, 
and they would lose their money. [Laughter.] With regard to 
those sections of the railway which involve the communication 
between our interior seaboard and the great North-west, the 
utmost diligence is being used to put them under contract. 1 go 
heart and soul for the construction of these lines as rapidly as the 
resources of the country will permit, in conjunction with an ex­
tensive scheme of immigration and colonization. The work of 
construction in itself will afford very great facilities for the rapid 
colonization of those territories; the annual cash expenditure in 
labour will produce attractions enabling us to a considerable 
extent to people the land. The interests of Canada at large point 
very promptly to a speedy settlement of that country. In my 
own humble belief the future of Canada as a distinct State, the 
representative of British power on this continent, largely depends 
upon our success in colonizing that region, and what is equally 
important, and perhaps more difficult, on our success in retaining 
its sympathies, its trade, its commerce afterwards. Fertile as is 
the soil, great as are the resources, glorious as are the prospects 
with reference to production, it is certain that the distance from* 
the great markets of the world of the inland portions of that 
country will form one great difficulty to be overcome. You have 
read of the war which is going on between the farmers and the 
railways in the Western States, the attempt which is being made 
to cut down freights by legislation. But I do not find that those 
railways are getting very rich. The fact is the war is a war 
against distance ; it is a war against time and space ; and that is
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