
SENATE

tions of that body. With regard to the-
niaking of treaties, 1 think it is a good plan

for the Senate to make them. The govorn-
mont le formed for the benefit o! the people
o! the United States, and the question
is :does It discharge its duties welI
for the people it governs ? 1 think
the right of rnaking treaties shou'd
be ln the open control of a body ike
the Sonate rather than it should be ln the
secret control of an irresponsible body, of
the fascinations of a King or o! a back staire
Influence to which ID some lainds somo trne
ago troaty making was subi oct; Influences
that very often dieregarded entirely the
public, aud are not o! a charactor which
should be admitted in the making o!
arrangements betwoen peoples. I knDw
that in thie country there bas always
been a great des] of fault flnding wir.n
treaties whieh the mother country made
wlth the United States as far as they affect
us. We have adopted. a chronie staite of
grumbling 'wlth regard to the treaties. We
alwaye tblnk we are badly treated, and
that the United States bas got the botter
o! tlie bargain, but gentlemen ywho follo~w
the discussions on the other aide of the lino
will discover as well that, on rnany occa-
sions, they have viewed the matter from a
different standpoint altogothor, and they

are by no means sure that the treaty that

bas been made wlth Great BrItain, as far
as Canadian Intereuts are coucerned, has been
in the beat interests of the United States.

1 refer to ahl tbls because there was an
argument li these objections to the United
States Sonate a against the Introduction
of an elective system. ln the Senate o! Can-
ade. The senatorial system in tbe United
Sta-tos la condemnod or obJected to, or it la
argued against, inasmuch as some gentle-
men bere have brough't forward or suggested
or favoured the Idea of electing thla Sonate
ln the sarne way. My hon. friend from
Smith's Falle bail sornetbing to say, per-
hapa la an Indirect way, about the trusts
which found their way Into the Senate ot
the United States. 1 do not feol callod upon
to diseuse that very much. My bon. frlend
thought it was well to argue upon it, but If
1 were a United States critic discussiug the
Canadian systexa, I would tako up the dis-
cussion which occurred la the Senate and
ln the committee of the Senate, as far as
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that could be got at, when we were passing
the new rules. 0f course we kuow differently,
but it would be a fair inference frorn inuelh
of the discussion, that there are strong rea-
sous why the memubers of the eenate of
Canada should be bound by rifles which
prevent them adlvancing their ow-n personai
interest, a.nd If 1 went f urther 1 would mire
a strong point of the fact that the chairman-
ship of the Banking and 'Commerce Com-
mittee o! this Obamber ia ln the hands of a
leadlng banker, the president of the Bank
of Montreai. He le a leading member of
the Senate, and while I do flot wish to con-
vey any wrong Impression, I suggest that
an un-friendly observer might say that we
are open to the earne eriiticiem as -the Sonate
of the United States. I sîn doing nothing
more than maklng the obsèrvation on the
point. Mr. James HiIi, who made a speech
ln this city the other day upon the progress
which ho had observedl ln tbe neighbourlng
republic durlng the Urne he lived there, re-
ferred to the fact that twelve or thirteen
statea haa grown up ln the United States.
There ls no doubt whatever, that however
great the Sena-te of the United States may
have been lni Its earlior days, wbon sorne
o! the inost eminent mon ln -the nation
wero ln It, there bas been a doterioration
ln sorne o! thoso newer states, because
the Senators chosen from theso statos wonld
naturally be men Interested in the pub-
lic works and undortakinga o! the state,
and would corne to, the front on account
of their abllty 'to carry on publie works
rather th-an thoir pureiy intellectual power.
That le a thlng 'whch wilI settle ltself in
lime. I assume these difficuities whichi have
arisen wiiI disappoar, and that the senators
of theso states wlll rostore the old prestige
in the Sonate, and that they will be just as
good men ln their way, If they are not as
good now, as the imen who repreeent the
New England, mniddle and older states.
Thon again, with regard to the assumption
of power by the Senate, to whieh my hon.
friend. referred, It must always be remem-
bered that under the United States systern
o! government there le a check by the legal
power ; tbat the Supreme Court of te
United States has a power to decide w1hether
the eenate or whether any of the legislative
bodies-whether the law-rnakIng body-im-
properly exercises its power, and that legal


