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animals. We need to have that. In order to be able to function as a
society, able to function as a government we need to have that.

In order to have any kind of sense of moral values you need to
have respect that there is another way of doing things, not just
your own way. People need to recognize that. When they
outlawed all these things, the classic example of how we were
beaten, even for speaking our language, was done through the
educational system. People were strapped for speaking their
language when we went to residential school.

Many people can talk to you about the instruments that the
governments used to assimilate us, to integrate us. Even cultural
genocide is written in black and white as to the intentions of the
government. Certainly when they outlawed the spiritual aspect
of our people they destroyed many people. We might as well
have existed with no heart and no soul. We might as well have
been just basically robots running around without any kind of
conscience or any kind of moral values.

Let me tell you that aspect has never been taken away. It has
been our strength because today we have survived many years of
assimilation and persevered despite government policies.

I said in my statement yesterday about Aboriginal Solidarity
Day that we are a great nation, that we are a great people, that
greatness is not measured by material wealth, but is measured by
how much we are able to give and how much we are able to
share.

That has been demonstrated by the First Nations to the rest of
the world by what kind of people we are today. That as I said has
been our greatest strength and has made us endure all kinds of
things that have been thrown in our way. Today we are resolving
a small portion of the country in which many of the First Nations
live in the territory of Yukon in order to settle their land claims.

If we look at the tremendous contributions that the aboriginal
people have made, this is a very small aspect of what they are
getting. If we look at all the Indians, First Nations across the
country, when they signed the treaties and shared the land and
the resources, how much can we calculate in terms of dollars?
How much can we calculate in terms of dollars has that been to
the cost of the aboriginal people?

It probably runs into billions, maybe trillions of dollars, that
the First Nations have shared so that other people can live in this
country. :

®(1940)

When you look in the communities we live in third world
conditions. Many of the necessities of the south in our commu-
nities in the north are considered luxuries. We have no plumbing
on our reserves and no roads. We have to fly in. Unemployment
is high.

In the meantime the people in southern Canada benefit from
the lands and resources we shared with the governments.

Even if we get a small percentage, let us say 5 per cent of the
land resources alone, there is enough for the government t0 be
able to honour its commitment to the First Nations in thiS
country.

Canadian people question the government about their ta*
dollars but it does not have to necessarily get the money from the
ordinary taxpayer to pay for its treaty obligations. I know we
have to maintain the social programs such as medicare an
family allowance, old age pensions. Those dollars generate
from the income tax of ordinary Canadians or other means, th®
government does not necessarily use that money to pay for its
treaty obligations.

It is the land and resources which we shared that we expect the
government to get the revenues generated. There is enough for it
to give to the First Nations in order to honour its treaty
commitments and treaty promises. I do not know how much that

runs into. I think it runs into billions of dollars.

I expect governments to recognize the First Nations as equal.s'
That we will always have the ability to enter into treaties. We di
not subject ourselves to the governments. That is one thing the
Reform Party should understand. We have never been equals at
the bargaining table.

As I said there is no threat in that because our guarantee is ©°
share the land resources. I might as well say our constitution 15
written in our hearts and enables us to share what we have-

Often times I find that people and governments want certainty
to the land. I know how business operates. I know the realities ©
business that need to be developed and companies would want ©©
have a certainty in terms of ownership of land. I believe there 15
another way to deal with those things but it is not something th?
is part of the bill. I do have other opinions and other ways ©
dealing with that. At some point maybe later on we can talk
about it.

Mr. Alfonso Gagliano (Saint-Léonard): Mr. Speaker, on ,a
point of order, I regret having to interrupt the hon. member $
speech. I think you might find unanimous consent that he cov
share his remaining time with the member for Yukon.

® (1945)
[Translation]

Mr. Duceppe: Mr. Speaker, we agreed with members of ‘hz
Liberal Party and the New Democratic Party to vote on is
evening’s adjournment motion first and then the Bloc Quebec?
will give its 20 minutes to the leader of the NDP. If this is ind®C;
the agreement we made, I would like the government
leader’s assistant to confirm it.
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