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indicated that more that 250,000 tonnes of chemical waste a year 
are dumped into the St. Lawrence, from the Great Lakes on.

In order to avoid the extinction of belugas, is the minister 
willing to set up a committee composed of federal and Quebec 
officials, as well as Canadian and U.S. experts, whose terms of 
reference would be to re-establish belugas in the St. Lawrence 
River?

I do not want to have the issue emotionalized one way or the 
other. We have had a decision made on immigration levels in 
keeping with the red book, which the member suggests was not 
very popular. However, the last time we checked the red book 
enabled us to have a strong majority government, a mandate for 
this Prime Minister.

Second, we have announced unprecedented consultations to 
discuss with Canadians where our country goes from here, how 
immigration can plug in, and to ensure that the country reaches 
those dreams and those aspirations.

I also wish to add that Vancouver has had the greatest 
economic output in the last number of years. It received the most 
immigrants in any region across the country so the correlation 
between immigration and employment has worked for Vancouv-
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Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of the Environment): Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for 
his question.

I think that what he is pointing at are the relations existing 
between Ontario and Quebec and among various provinces in 
this country, which should be reflected in our environmental 
standards. It is very important. That is why I am hoping that we 
will soon reach a second agreement with Quebec regarding the 
St. Lawrence River. It is also why anyone interested in the 
environment should understand that what is dumped into Lake 
Ontario may affect fishermen downstream, even as far as the St. 
Lawrence.

This being said, belugas come under the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. We are working with this department to 
make sure that the belugas have a better chance to survive than 
they have had so far.

er.

PRESENCE IN THE GALLERY
The Speaker: I wish to draw the attention of hon. members to 

the presence in the gallery of the European Parliament’s Delega
tion for Relations with Canada, and its chairman, Mr. Jean- 
Thomas Nordmann.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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[Translation]

WAYS AND MEANS
TABLING OF NOTICE OF MOTION

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister 
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development- 
Quebec): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the provisions of Standing 
Order 83(1), I would like to lay upon the Table a Notice of Ways 
and Means motion to amend the Excise Tax Act.
[English]

I ask that an order of the day be designated for consideration 
of the motion.

[English]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver): Mr. Speaker, my ques
tion is for the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.

The Vancouver Province newspaper on Friday, February 4, 
1994, asked the question: “Does Canada accept too many 
refugees and immigrants?” Ninety-seven per cent of those who 
responded said yes; only three per cent said no. Obviously the 
immigration section of the red book is not very popular.

The government has regularly stated that it wants consulta
tion—

The Speaker: Order. Would the member put his question, 
please.

Mr. White (North Vancouver): Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Could the minister tell the House, without getting upset and 
emotional, why he will not reduce immigration levels in line 
with the wishes of the majority of Canadians even if he personal
ly feels it is the wrong decision?

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of Citizenship and Im
migration): I thought I was a nice guy, Mr. Speaker.
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PETITIONS
SERIAL KILLER BOARD GAME

Mrs. Diane Ablonczy (Calgary North): Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to introduce on behalf of constituents of Calgary North 
a petition bearing over 1,000 signatures, requesting that the 
government ban in Canada the sales of a serial killer board 
game.

The object of the game is that the person killing the most 
babies wins. This game is repugnant to Canadians. The petition
ers pray that the government will ban the importation of the 
game.


