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Excise Tex Act Amendment

The CHAIRM AN: Order. The hon. mem-
ber is nlot raisin-, a question of privilege. H1e
mercly wisbes to make a correction in what
the bon. member for Halton (Mr. Cleaver)
bas said, and he will have an opportunity for
doing that Inter on in the debate. I would
refer bon. members to Beauchesne, third
edition, citation 193, wbicb reads:

Menîbers of!ten raise se called "questions of
privilege" on matters which should be deait
w îth as personal explanations or corrections,
either in the debates or the proceedings of the
houe.

I would remind hon. members who wish to
correct something that bas heen said that they
should do so, not as a question of privilege but
later on wvbcn they have an opportunity.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: I raised the question
in the fali session.

Mr. FLEMING: I did aise.

Mr. CLEAVER: In case bon. members
would like to cbeck these authorities. I arn
plensed to inform thcmn that there is no necd
to plough tbrough dozens of volumes of nid
references and cases in order to find the law.
If bion. members wvi1l refer to llalsbury's Laws
cf England, second edition, volume 6, page
452, tbcy will find there a clear exposition of
the law. Thcy will find, ton, notes on the
medineval cases cited by the bon. member for
Lake Centre as well as on the recent Bowles
case cited by the hon. member for Kindersley.

Mr. FLEMING: Read it.

Mr. CLEAVER: Since we are in complete
agreement on the law and I do not think
anynne will question that, let us now look
at the facts. What actunlly did bappen?
Whnt did the minister do? Did he nttempt
to take frorn paýrliament the right te impose
taxation? Surelv the best answer te aIl these
questions is te rend what the minîster did
say. I suggest, te the comrnittee that tbey
.shnuld refrain froum chiîdish repetition cf
statements whicb are not fnctually correct,
but sbould ho content te rend from the
minister's own statement. This is what be
said on Novcmbcr 17:

The goveruiment will ask parliamnent te place
an excise tax of 25 Per cent on a wide range
cf these (durable consumer gneds, the purchase
cf which can normally be postponed.

Did the minister say he was going te
impose taxation? Did he aay the govcrnment
w'as going to impose taxation? No. H1e said
he wvas going te ask parliament to place an
excise tax.

Mr. FLEMING: What did he do in the
meantime?

[Mr. Dý?fcinbaker.]

Mr. CLEAVER: I shalh corne te tbat. I
suggest te my hon. fricnds that they are
only deîuding themselvcs by repcating child-
ish misstatcmcnts cf fact and by keeping on
saying te this cemmittee that cither the gev-
craiment, or the minister imposcd a tax.
Notbing cf the kind was done. The minister
simply gave notice te the publie of Canada
that he would ask the governrnent te impose a
tax and be aise gave notice that he would ask
that, that tax should be retroactive.

I think wc are coming new te the peint
where we rcach our real place of disagreement,
Wbat is constitutienally wrong in a minister
cf the crown tchling the citizens of the country
what he plans te ask parliament to do? I
challenge any member cf the opposition to
tell me. The hon. member for Lake Centre
can browse in the Iibrary from now te the
end ef the session, but I say he will net find
any nuthority wbichi states thnt it is consti-
tut.ienally incorrect for a minister ni the
crnovn te advise the people cf the country
what, he intencîs te rccommcnd te parliament.

Mr. MacNICOL: The tax is bcing collectcd
now.

Mr. ROWE: Hc bas already tnken the
moncy.

Mr. CLEAVER: I arn cerning te that.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for
Halton is prcscnting a legal argument in sup-
port of bis centention and I tbink hon. mem-
bers should allow hirn te do se without
interruption.

Mr. CLEAVER: My bon. fricnds take
exception te the fact, that in rnnking bis
anneunicement the minister aise announccd
that bie wouîd ask parliament, te make the
effeet, ef this mensure retroactive. No member
of the oppositien contends that parliarnent
bas not the rigbt te pass retroactive taxation
mensures. It is dene cvery ycar in cennection
witb the budget.

Mr. KNOWLES: Is tbat constitutinnal?

Mr. CLEAVER: I sugg-est t bat anynne who
ays there is nnytbing constitutionnlly wxreng
with wvbnt bas been done is driven te the
point where be mnust argue that parliarnent
bas ne right te pnss n mensure irnposing taxa-
tion rctroactively. There is ne such nuthority;
it is donc every yeni'. I cerne 00w tn the
rernaining point rniscd hy the opposition. It
bas been contended that whnt bas heen donc
is an insuit te parliarnent.

Sorne hon. MEMBERS: ilear, heur.

Mr. FLEMING: Now you are bringing on
the fncts.


