
3564 GOMMONS
ReinJorcements

Mr. BLACKMORE: Then there would be
no way in wbicb the members of the bouse
oould obtain that information except tbrough
a secret session. Is that rigbt?

Mr. HOMITTH: Wbat about tbe publie
of Canada?

Mr. BLACKMORE: I arn asking a question.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I wo-uld say
this: In the British parliamenýt t.bey have bad
somnetbing like 120 secret sessions during this
war. These secret sezsions were beld in order
that bon. members of the ][ouse of Gýommons
at Westminster rnight get information wbicb
was of importance to thern, but wbich could
flot be imparted to themn in public. They have
not thougbt in Britain, wbich is the borne of
freedomn if there ever was a home of freedorn,
that tbe public were being denied something
tbey were entitled to possess, because their
representatives in parliarnent, were being given
very secret information wbicb would help
tbem and belp the country at a time of war.
There is n.otbing that I can see tbat is inimical
in a secret session. I arn not going te, demand
a secret session, but I wvill as leader of this
bo-use, if a large proportion of bon. memnbers
of the bouse wish anything of the kind, not
impede them. I would leave it to the bouse
te say wbetber or not we sbould. have a
secret session.

Mr. GRAYDON: Did the Prime Minister
say that it was the intention of the govern-
ment to sit only in the afternoon to-morrow?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Wbat I said
was this, that baving the responsibility that
I have Wa and bave at the present time, if
after sitting up after rnidnigbt to-nigbt and
for a good rnany nigbts I feel that to-rnorrow
I sbould not make a staternent in1 this bouse
wbicb would begin a rnost important debate, a
dcbatc whiclî will deterinine iviether this gov-
errnent is to continue in office or bc replaccd
by another, I would net wisb to start tbat debate
to-rnorrow aftern-oon. I rnay feel very dif-
ferently in the rnorning. I rnay decide it îss
flot nccessary to say more than a few words;
but if rny bon. friernd insists on my proceeding
wben the bouse meets, witb opening the
debate, and I feel that I cannot do justice
to, the goverrnent or to myself and to the
responsibility I have, I will ask the bouse
te shlow me to adjourn the debâte until the
following week. Wbat I would suggest as
an alternative and what I tbink would be
preferable in every way would be that General
MeNýaughton's examination or questioning
might be coatinued to-morrow afternoon in
open session, because soine have no>t received
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ail the desired information, and if the mern-
bers wisb to have a period of secret session
then a part of to-morrow could be taken up in
a secret session and we could adjourn at six
o'cdock and begin the dehate on Monday.

Mr. GRAYDON: That is such a reasonable
suggestion I do not think anybody weuld
want to object to it. We are anxious that
this should not be turned into a lengtby
debate and that General McNaughton net
be kept here for any great lengtb of tirne.
The Prime Minister will understand that. 1
think there can be no objection te tbe sug-
gestion except that tbe Prime Minister bad
better be on the lookout for another sug-
gestion witb respect to secret sessions because
I arn afraid it will be oppo8ed strenuously
over bere.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Tbat is alI
right. It is understood that to-morrow we
sliaîl continue witb General McNaughton's
answers te furtber questions. He will be
ready te make furtber answers. If tbe bouse
decîdes te do se, some information may be
given in a secret session but in any event
we shaîl sit only until six o'clock.

Mr. GRAYDON: It is definitely under-
stood that the debate with respect te the
motion the Prime Minister bas on the Voles
and Proceedings will go on at tbree o'clock
on1 Munday regardîcas of what bappens
to-rnorrow.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: On Monday,
yes. May I tbank my bon. friend for bis
accommodation.

May 1, before we close, clear up one point
about correspondence tbat was raised. I
bave asked the Clerk witb reference te srhat
the bon. member for York South (Mr.
Nosewortby) said as to bis baving tabled a
communication and of its baving been sent
back te, bim tbe next day by the Clerk.
I asked the Clerk as te the circumstances,
and be bas given me tbe following statement
whicb I tbink will be of initerest to ail bion.
members:

The well-known rule is that wben a private
member quotes a private letter dealing with a
public matter be is bound te lay it on the table;
snd wben dýebste is over the clerk returns the
letter because it is not s parliarnentary paper.

The Clerk informis me that be returned the
bon. member's letter because tbe debate was
finisbcd. He bas also directed rny attention
to Bourinot's Psrliamentary Procedure wbicb
bas tbe following paragrsph at page 245:

Papers are frequently referred ta in debate
mvhicb the rules of debate require sbould bc laid
on the table or whicb a minister of the crown
or some member of the bouse desires shou]d be


