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motives, this grcat, expansion in whcat pro-
duction took place during the last war. On
going over some off the records, I find that
wbeat acreage in 1914 in the prairie provinces
was 9,335,400 acres. In 1918, at the conclusion
of the war. it was 16,125,451 acres. In 1939
it was 25,813,000 acre s. and in the last year,
1940, it w~as 27,750,000 acres. Therefore, by
far the greatest expansion bias taken place
since the last war.

In the last tivo vears, when international
prices were tnmbling because of oversupply,
Canada bas increased acreage by 11,1 per cent,
while the rest of the world has been reducing
acreage by 10 per cent. We must, therefore,
face, in some manner, the issue of wheat pro-
duction. More than that. while the peoples
of the world procurcd thieir wheat require-
nients froin an average off sei'enteen acres
out off every 100 cultivated acres, we in
Canada have been attemipting to produce
wheat, on every sixty ont of 100 cultivated
acres in the prairies. That should convince
us that we ought to cease burying our beads
in the sand and face the situation.

Wbetber we like it or not, the economy of
western Canada is facing a radical change at
this time, and we must give some thought
to what lies ahead off us in this regard. In
the four-year period from 1925 to 1928 inclu-
sive, we produced in the prairies 1.745,000,000
bushels of wbeat. At that time the index
purchasing power was 96 compared with 100
in 1913. In the recent pcriod, from 1937 to
1940. we produced 1.511,000,000 busheJs, and
the index purchasing power wvas 50-2. In
other words, in the previous four years. 1925 to
1928, we produced a quantity in excess off
tbis year's quota requirements, anti the price
was still considerably more than the index is
now at this particular time. Moreover, in
1928 Canada was supplying 40 per cent off the
world's exports off wheat, accordiug to the
Sirois report, book I, page 144. Therefore,
at that time, before people were preprn
for the war-and they have been doiug it for
the past ten years-tbis unusually large
surplus threatened a slump in the prices.
Germany, Italy and France began to erect
tariffs off $1.62, $1.07 and $1.85 a bushel
respectively, whicb added to our difficulties
dnring that time.

The hon. member for Portage la Prairie
suggested that the chap who operated the
tractor wvas more responsible for our difficul-
tics than anyone else to-day, and there is
some truth in that statement. I would point
out, however, the great transformation that
has taken place in agricultural production in
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recent vcars. Mechanization bas affected that
production to a considerable extcnt. Tb'le fol-
lowing cxtract is illnminating:

It is stated on good authority thiat in 1S3V,
utnided by mnacliniery, it retjnired about 57
bonis off man labour to grow and hiarvest an
acre off . heat yielding 20 bushels. 'he introduc-
tion andi use off nachinery broughit the hiours o:
labour reqnired to grow ait acre off %%Iteat tlown
to 3-3 in 1930.

It bias been accelerated since then.
llaving once made the change ft'oîî bor:3

to tractors, land formerly iise( for forage, pa-
titre and coarse grains is coux erteci to whe a
production to obtain a larger cash cioîp, an:ý
one which can best lie dependeil uponwlir
rainfail is scarce.

I qimote stili furtber:
Notw'itlistanding criticism to tie coîîtrary agr;:

culture lias kcpt Itace with indnstry so far ,a.i
î'ffeîeney s. concertîcîl. 11u the United State's
hî'twectt i1)10 and 1930, ontput per w orkcr iii-
crcased 39 per' cent iu miauuifactnring and 41
per' cent lu agriculture. A luttg-range contrast
,.ltows thiat 1,50 i cars ago it totîk 19 pet'stîî
liing oi fa ruts t pt'oîl ce enon gî fori theni-

selv es an for tii'ne ;erson i n t ow. Ti lo-day 19
pîcîsoiîs on fartas cati prou uce enioîtgli for tîten.-
sel-u andt fot 66 lit iug iti towîts. Tîtat cond: -tl(tt is uittoulitetlly coniparable witli thie situa -tio wutt ic outlttait s ii tItis counttty a. s well.

Peoptle bave been forccd into mass produc-
tion by m'liuîvowing to the nect'ssity off
liaviug to ru'diîue rost off prodiuction. .Acord-
ing to flie Coîîodio Coopero/liire I'it linple-
tu 0!. Jurnaltuî, a ltindirr ini 1913 sold at Regina
for $167, :înd it look 261 buîshels off wheat to
pay foi' it. lu 1936 the saine binder solti for
8281, and rcqnired 319 bushels to pay for it.
lu 1940 it sold for $340 and reqttircd 637
biishels to pay for it. That is conclusive proof
off tte position mbt which producers bave heen
forced, f0o soîne extent perhaps against their
botter jttdgment.

Since tbe ontbreak off war, labour in tliis
coutntry Itas been placed in a highly protecteil
position. Those in indnstry are protected liv
the government off the day, butt agriculture
is left to look after itseîf. The farmers wonil
lie content with the prices that prevailed
before the great depDression. They xvonld be
more than content; they wonld be delighted
if returns from farming were on the basis off
1929. This governiment bas seen fit to place
labour on the basis off the wages prevailing
fî'om 1926 to 1929, plus any inerease whicli
may be brought about duriug this ivar effort.
The yearly average off agricultural prices on
titis basis, taking Winnipeg as the index,
would lie as follows:

Wheat .......................... $ 1.20
Hogs, live weiglit.................. 11t.0<)
('attle, best killing ................. 9.2D
Butter fat ......................... .40


