
4 COMMONS
Governrnent's Right to Office

A message ws.s delivered by Major A. R.
Thompson, Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, as follows:

Mr. Speaker, His Excelleinc the Governor General
desiroe the immediate attendance of ýthis honourable
flouse in the ohamnber of thre honoura¶yle the Semate.

Accordingly the Bouse went up to the
Senate chamber.

T-hen -the Bon. Rodolphe Lemieux, Speaker-
elecit, said:

May it please Your Excellency,
Thre flouse of Commons have elected me as their

Speker, thougir I arn but littie able to fuiff- t.he
important dutce thus asgned to me. If ini the
performance of throse dutice I should st any tirna fall
into erro>r, I pray tiret thre fauit may ha drnputed
te nie, and nt to, the Commuins whose servant I arn.

The Honourable the Speaker of the Senate,
addressing the Honourable the Speaker of the
Bouse, then said:

Mr. Speaker, 1 amn comrnanded by His Excellency
thre Governor General to assure you that your words
and actions will constanUty receive from lrim thea moat
favourable co:nstruction.

Then His Excellency the Governor General
was pleased to open parlia.ment by a Speech
frorn the Throne.

And the Bouse being returned to the
Comimons ehamber:

Mr. SVEAKER: I have the honour to
state that the bouse having attended on Bie
Excellency the Governor General in the
Senate chamber, 1 informed His Excellency
that the choice of Speaker had fallen upon
me, and, in your namnes and on your behaif,
I made the usuwl dlaim for your privileges,
whioh Bis Excellency was pleased to confirm
to you.

GOVERNMENT'S RIGIIT TO RETAIN
OFFICE

Hon. ERNEST LAPOINTE (Leader of the
Bouse): The Bouse is now properly organized,
and in view of the peculiar ýcircumstances
under whieh this parliament is meeting, whiclh
have neeessitated this early summnoning of
hon. members, the gover-nîment ithinks it its
duty, as the flrst aet of governrnent in lei
parliament, to submit the dollowing motion,
whidh I make, seconded by the Bon. Mr.
Macdonald (Minister of National Defence):

Thut i thre opinion of this House, iu view of thea
recent general election, -the goveroment was jtustified in
retaiining office and i summoning parliament, and the
governaiest is entitled te rotain office, unless defoeated
by a vote of thia Ilouse equivalent to a vote of want
of confidence.

I quite realize thiat this motion will involve
some discussion and I arn prepared to discuse
it to-day; but, on the other haud, I should
not like anybody to be taken by surprise,
and if it is the wish of the Bouse that the

[Mir. Speaker.]

consideration of this motion should be Post-
poned tili Monday I arn quite content ta
agree, provided the motion is disposed of
before we -take up any other business.

Right Hon. ARTHUR MEIGREN (Leader
of the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, the manner
in which a group of men who dlaimi to consti-
tute the government has opened this Bouse
is quite on a parity with the conduct of the
same group since its defeat in the last elec-
tion. May T say, first of ail, that I do not
rise to ask any grace from that group of men?
I am flot proposing to ask for any adjourn-
ment of anythiug. I take the ground, though,
first of ail, that this motion without notice ig
out of order.

Mr. FOR KE: I might suggest that we do
flot know what it is about.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: It is not about very
much. It is in the form of the usual motion
of whichi notice must be given and this alleged
governunent has ne right, whatever autocratic
sentiments its members may recently have im-
bibed, to proceed in this Bouse without notice.
To suggest that they may do so is in itself
a disceurtesy to parliament, is in itself a con-
tempt of parliament. When I say that we on
this side received no notice of the govern-
ment's intention, I make a statement thttt I
-aim sure will occasion no surprise. I arn as
sure that no hon. member who is flot within
the f nid of the governunent had any notice
of it. Not only had we on this side ne notice,
but at the opening of the Bouse this after-
neen I was previded with an order of pro-
ceedings for the day upon which this notice
dons not appear-in which ne reference what-
ever is made to any intention of the govern-
ment to make such a motion. We are, in
effect, notified that ne such procedure as this
will be attempted by the so-oalled administra-
tion, and after we have been se notified, hie

vho Slow a.ssumses te lead or dues lead the
assumed ministry, comes before this Bouse
and ventures te suggest te us that a motion
of this kind is in order. It is wholly unpre-
cedented. Certainly the circumstances are
unprecedented. The reasen for the un-
precedented circumstances we ahl see right
opposite us now. But the fact that such
circumstances are created by the admin-
istration gives the administration no right ta
do an unprecedented act in this Bouse. I
therefore, first of aIl, rising to a point of order,
take the ground that the government has ne
right te proceed.

Mr. LAPOINTE: I will net make any
comment on the tone of asserted superiority


