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let them mnete ont punishment to laotb sides
impartially. If fhey mete ont the salme
pnnishment to the members of their owil
party as they do to members of the Con-
servative party we will have no ground for,
complaint whatever. As long as it is the
case thaf these offences are winked at, if
tbey occur on the part of their own friends,
and severe punishment is mieted ont to the
friends of the Conservative party we N%7l1
hold it to be an. improper conrse and we
will bave the right to adversely criticise any
lminister of the Crown who evidently, allows
if and does not bring the parties f0 bok. for
If and mete ont to themi the punisbment
which tbey justly deserve. The day is past
when we sbonld have such discrimination
îas this. We havâ bad it ail over the pro-
vince of Ontario la a rnost disgracefnl and
suandalous way. Lt bas beeni going on for
over tbirty years and yet there is no effort
being made to stop if. Wle have peniten-
tiary birds, we have every class and cbarý
acter of the worst type that the country
affords and becanse they are useful at elec-
tions we find supporters of the goverument
shielding these men and 'manipulatiug tlic
course until if has become a pnblic and no-
torious fact to-day tbaf you cannot get one
of those criminals before a magistrate apa,
pointed by the governiment of Ontario and
secure a conviction. It is utterly impossible
to do it hecause in one way or another the
case is pnf over or hnshed Up or the iindictý
ment is quashed on a techniicality, or some-
thing is done f0 shield the crirninal. Wle
hope tibat ibis is nof coming down into this
parliamient. We have always had reason f0
hope thiat wc wonld have a better code of
inorals in this House than ln Ontario in
regard to political offences. bnt I arn afraid
tbey are apt scholars dowa here and the
hon. -Minister of Railways and Canais seems
to be as apt as any of fheui because bie
seerns disposed f0 treat this as a jolie s0
long as tbe benefils -ac-crue f0 bis owa
friends.

Mr. EMMERSON. I arn perfectl7 fair.

Mr. SPROULE. Perfecfly fair, the bon.
gentleman says. 1 will not crificise bis
seuse of fairness or the spirit hie displnys
in saying so, but 1 mnay be permifted to say
that so long as thîs is done the governei
are bouad f0 take notice of it according f0
the rnle fhey laid down iii fhe bouse and
if tbey do not do so there can only be one
construction put upon their conduct and if
it that fhey are not willing fo mete out the
saine punisbment to their friends as they
mete ont to their opponents.

~Mr. INGRAM. The hon. minister bas al-
ready prnrnisd f0 investigate the charges
preferred aigainst these men by my hon.
friend from Picton (Mr. Bell). Taking that
view of it I assume the bon, gentleman is
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flot in favour of employees taking part in
elections. Arn 1 correct in that statement

M.EMMERSON. if anybody wenf into
an election in a county and showed himself
to be a violent partisan I do flot tbink if
would be correct or proper.

Mr. INGRAM. So there are certain de-
grees of partisanship ?

Mr,. EMMERSON. I tbink the miere fact
0f'a man going inito a county. being there
and exercising bis franchise is not a repre-
bensible act.

Mr. INGRAM. But if bie takes any part
in the election by speaking or canvassing
then hie is a partisan ? That is w-bat I take
the position of the hon. Minister of Rail-
ways and Canals to mean. We would like
to get a proper definition of what partisan-
ship is.

Mr. EMMERSON. Wbat is anl acf of
partisansbip-is that what the bion, gen-
tleman wants to know ?

'Mr. INGRAM. Yes.
Mr. EMIMERSON. I tbink if a man wenit

inito a connty and acted as the agent of a
candidate and put himself in that position
if would be a very partisan act..

Mr. INGRAM. I quite agree ivith file
hion. minister in that and I tbink it is a very
fair definition of wbat partisansbip is. W1ýhat
steps is the hon. minister.taking to prevent
employees of the Intercolonial Railwa7 tak-
ing snch a part in elections ?

Mr. EMM1ERSON. Tise employees of the
Jatercolonial Itailway at Moncton, tbrough-
ont the county of Westmoreland, tbroughout
New Brunswick, and as far as I know
throughout the several provinces are at lib-
erty to exercise the franchise as they please.
There are no) restrictions upon them in that
regard. Tbey have been told that in every
election that I arn aware of since this gov-
erarnent came info power. They have been
told that distincetly by the late M.\inister of
Railways and Canais and I shall follow in
the foutsteps of my predeeessor (Mr. Blair)
and the acting minister in that respect.

Mr. INGRAM. Would the hon. minister
be good enough f0 fell us in what way that
wvas conmnunicated f0 the employees?

Mr. EMMERSON. Publicly.
MIfr. INGRAM. In what way
Mr. EMMERSON. On the public plat-

form. I.bave heard the ex-Minister of Rail-
ways and Canais convey that on more than
one occasion and in more than one election.

Mr. INGRAM. So that is really the only
way in which if has been communicafed to
them ?

Mr. EM\MERSON. Wbat more do you
want ?

REVISEn EDITION

60466045


