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not like to bring before the House, but if bringing It to the attention of the House, but
1 may speak of the generai tenor of the let- if I remember aright, It was written within.
ter, it was a request for the appointment by the past ten days. Under the circumstances
lus Exceliency thie Governor General of an wit more can be said ? Sir Oliver Mowat
administrator, who would give the .necessary liad, a fail on the stairs whicli injured bis
sanction to certain Bis this session and who ieg so that he cannot waIk, and is therefore
would also, prorogue parliament. My bon. îîot in a condition to go to the House and
frlend (Mr. Maclean) asked me wlio Is ad- sanction Bills or prorogue the House. That
mninistering the other duties of the Lieuten- is wvly we appointed an administrator. Let
ant Governor. It seems to me there wvas no nie go f urther. This is the third timie tis
need for hlm to put sncb a question. Sir niatter lias been brougbit to the attention of
Oliver Mowat is the Lieutenant Governor 0f the House. Sir Oliver Mowat la Lieutenant
the province, and is administering ail the Goveruior by virtue of the commission is-
duties 0f the office except those whicli lie sued to ýhlm on the proper anthority, that
lilmself lias asked to be assigned to another of thie Dominion government. H1e cen be re-
person. The reason why Sir Oliver Mawat moved to-day ýat will, but until fast Novem-
asks that an administrator be appointed to ber lie could net be removed except for
give the sanction of the Lieutenant Governior canse. Had we renewed bis commission,
to the Bis passed during the session aud lie would be in the samie position. 1\1y lion.
prorogue the session, which is not expected friend need nlot go f ar back for a precedeat
to lnst very long, is that bie bas been in- to whicli no objection was taken. Some
capacitated by an accident, whicb lie met f ew years ago, we objected to lieutenant
witb some days ago, wblcb confine$ hlm to governors being kept in office year after year
bis room. Otberwise bie is iu good bealtb witliout any renewal of' their commissions,
and quli;e aile to discharge, and Is now dis- but no fanit was ever found wliea a lieut-
cbarging, the duties of bis office. My lion. eiiîant governor was kept liu office for some
friend says that Sir Oliver Mowat is not montbs longer thati bis actual ten. Sonie
able to discharge tbe duties of is office. few years ugo, tbe late Sir George .1,irk-
that his liealtb bas incapacitated bimi from patrick was appoliuted Lieutenant Governor
doing so. That Is the lunguage wbicb my of Ontario. 11e was ewora fin on the 1.3tli
lion. frieiid used a moment ago, and I sup- of May, 1892, and is five years termi ex-
pose bie stili stands by it. Weil, I bave the pired on tbe l3tb of May, 1897. But bie
word of Sir Oliver Mowat himself, for wbom remained lu office during tbe term of is
my bon. friend says bie bas very great re- rnatural life, or some six or seven montbs
spect, that lie is quite able to discliarge ail ufter bis commission bad expired. H1e was
the duties 0f bis office except tbose 1 bave in very poor liealtb, bad undergone an opera-
stated, and tbe lnability to perform wbicl i on, and 1h was well knowni lie could net
is due soleiy to pliysical incapacity. Sir live mucli longer, but we did not chose to
Oliver says thut lie is otberwise lu gond dishurb hlm and left hlm la tbe enjoyment
healtb. My bon. friend bas told us tbat- of tbe office wbicb lie beld witb the con-
andi lu this lie voiced the opinion loýt only currence and respect of everybody iu the
of the people of Ontario but of every Cana- province of Ontario. I would like to know
dian that lie bas tbe greatest respect for Sir wby a different mile sbould lie applied te
Oliver 'Mowat. We ail bave tHe sanie re- Sir Oliver Mowat. Does bie not enjoy to as
spect and wben a man of the autliority of bigli an extent tbe confidence of tbe people
Sir Oliver Mowat, wben a man wlio comn- of Ontario as did is predecessor ? For ail
mends to sncb a higli degree the respect, these reasons It seems ho me that My bon.
confidence und admiration of tbe whole coin- friend is not pluying the best part lie coald.
munity, says lie Is quite able to admiîiister If I judge rlgbtly tbe trend of public opin-
ail the duties of the office, it seems te me ion, I am warranted in saying that If tbere Is
my lion. friend bas ini tlit statement aui a mnal lu whom the people of Ontario, ut
uîîswer to the doubt hie lias expressed, and this moment bave confidene' to guide~ tbem
ouglit inot to go uny furtber, If Indeed lie tlîrougb tbe political crisîs there existing, it
lias the respect for Sir Oliver Mowat wbicli is the man wbe bas for so nîauny ynars en-
lie professes te bave. It seems te me that joyed ho the fnllest extent the confidence of
my bon. friend ouglit net ho lnsist that Sir tlîat province.
Oliver Mowat is not able to dîscliarge the
duties of bis office, wben lie bas, the assur- Hon. JOHN HAGGART (Soutb Lanark).
ance of Sir Oliver himself that lie con- This side of tbe House, Mr. Speaker, as weli
siders, limself quite able lu every respect to as tbe otber side, are extremely gratified ho
disciarge ail the duties of is office except learu tbat the ouly reason for the appoint-
those wblcli caîl for sucb physîcal exercise ment of an administrutor for thie province of
as te require hilm to move from one place Ontario are those assigned Iu tlie Cana da
te anotber. ' Gazette.' If an udministrator be required

Mr. . D MOK (acqes arter) Militon account of tbe physical condition of bis
IMa. tie Dat MOf tJaqe Caette r ) Mii bonour tbe Lieutenant Governor, tbe gev-I as thedat of hatlettr ?ernment were perfectly jushified lu acceding
The PRIME MINISTER. I really do net to Sir Oliver Mowat's request. We are ail

recollect, but it is witbin the last heu days. glud te learu from the riglit lion. gentleman
I am sorry that I bave not the privilege 0f that the alarming reports as te the mental


